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To  the  Honourable 


I 


Si  r  John  P  OWE  L  L,  A?. 

One  of  Her  Majesty’/  JuJUces 
of  the  Queen’s  -  Bench, 


Si 


R 


FT E R  I  had  refolved  with  my 
felf  upon  the  Publifhing  thefe  Pa¬ 
pers,  I  foon  determined,  that  there 
was  no-body  to  whom  I  could  fo  properly 
fend  them  as  to  Your  Self.  The  Part 
You  had  in  this  Caufe  as  j fudge ;  The  Part 
You  were  made  to  bear  by  the  Infolence  of 
thofe,  who  not  fatisfied  with  Your  Condufil 
in  this  Matter,  endeavour’d  to  poflefs  the 
World  with  an  Opinion,  that  Your  Unwil- 
lingnefs  to  come  into  their  Meafures,  pro¬ 
ceeded  rather  from  a  Disbelief  of  the  Power 

(  a  o,  )  of 


DEDICATION. 

of  Inyifikle  Beings ,  than  from  any  Defici¬ 
ency  in  the  Evidence  of  this  particular  Cafe, 
feem  to  give  You  more  than  a  Common 
Intereft  in  every  Thing  that  has  a  Ten¬ 
dency  towards  clearing  up  the  Darknefs, 

in  which  Things  of  this  Nature  are  in¬ 
volved. 

i  here  has  been  nothing,  .ST,  more  in- 
vidioufly  urged  againfl  You,  than  the  Free¬ 
dom  with  which  You  ufed  the  Clergymen, 
who  were  concerned  in  theTryal ;  and  the 
Common*. 'Pr ay er ,  which  was  made  to  be  an 
Evidence  on  the  fame  Side.  1  am  not  fo 
unconcerned  for  the  Credit  of  tho fe  Gentle* 
men,  the  Dignity  of  their  Order ,  or  for 
the  Excellent  Offices  of  our  Church ,  as  to 
compliment  You  at  the  Expence  of  any  of 
th'ym.  Eut  when  I  conhder  what  unrea- 
fonable  Influence  the  Opinions  of  thefe 
Perfons,  and  the  Reverence  for  the  "prayers 
of  the  Church  had  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
5 fury,  and  consequently  upon  the  Life  that 
was  at  flake  .•  it  fufficiently  juftifies  to  me, 
Your  endeavouring  to  leffen  the  Authority 
of  both,  in  a  Cafe  where  neither  could  pre¬ 
tend  to  any, 

■  'it;  *  -J  4  ‘  J  ■  ^  » 
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I  was  lecretly  concerned  to  obferve , 
how  eaflly  Men  are  led  into  fond  and  ill! 
grounded  Notions ,  and  how  fa  ft  the 
luperftitious  Fears  of  ignorant  Men  begat* 
to  revive  upon  this  Occafion  :  And  belie¬ 
ving  my  felf  able  to  offer  fomething  which 
mighi.  help  to  reftity  thefe  Mi  flakes ,  I 
thought  I  could  not  better  employ  a  few 
vacant  Hours  than  to  this  Purpofe.  I 
have  endeavoured,  Sir,  to  do  Juftice  to 
Judgment  •  and  1  do  not  defpair,  but 
that  whoever  reads  over  the  Whole,  fairly 
and  without  Prejudice,  will  be  fo  for  from 
charging  You  with  too  much  Remifnefs 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  he  will  find  fu'ffi! 
cient  Reafon  to  admire  Your  great  Caution 
arid  1  emdernefs ,  which  would  not  permit 
You  to  give  up,  even  a  'wretched  Life ,  to 
the  importunate  Fears  and  Apprehenfions 
of  the  Country. 

I  dare  not,  Sir,  prefume  to  claim  to  my 
felf,  any  Merit  from  this  mean  "Perfor¬ 
mance  ;  nor  think  that  I  have  contributed 
any  thing  towards  the  maintaining  Your 
Credit  among  thofe,  who  are  proper  Judges 

of 
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of  what  is  truly  Valuable.  Your  Integrity 
and  Wifdom  ;  Your  profound  Skill  in  the 
Laws  of  our  Kingdom,  and  Your  fteady 
.Zeal  for  our  Churchy  are,  1  a  m  fenfible,fo  well 
eftablilh’d  amongft  thole  who  have  the  Ho¬ 
nour  to  know  You,  that  they  ftand  in  no 
need  of  fo  weak  a  Support  as  this.  All 
that  I  can  hope  for,  is,  to  cool  a  little  the 
Ferment  that  has  been  raifed  upon  this 
Occafion,  and  to  give  You  fome  fmall 
Affurance  that 


I  am,  Sir , 

Tour  mofl  obedient  and 

i 

humble  Servant. 


1 


THE 


PREFACE 

Ct 

ALt hough  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  appear  in 

Puhlick  without  Ceremony ,  yet  the  Nature  of 

this  Perfomance  is  fuch,  that  l  cannot  hut 

he  fcnfihle  how  great  occafion  there  is  for  an 
Apology.  ’ 

There  are  fever al  Sorts  of  Men ,  who  it  is  likely' 
will  exp  eft  that  I  fhould  render  fame  account  of  the 
Reafons ,  which  induced  me  to  enter  upon  this  SuhieEl 
The  Firft  are  thofe  who  have  a  very  mean  Opinion  of 
this  Story  of  Witchcraft  ;  thefe  perhaps  will  he  apt 
to  think  that  I  had  little  to  do  my  f elf  and  that  I  ima¬ 
gined  others  to  have  as  little,  that  /  could  defend  fo 
ow  as  to  examine  a  Cafe ,  which  is  fo  apparently  Ri¬ 
diculous ,  as  to  be  beneath  the  Thoughts  of  any ,  but  Ig¬ 
norant  and  Superfluous  Men.  Now  with  relation  to 
ihej e.  1  mujt  beg  lea  ve  to  reply • 

Firft,  That  this  Story  is  not  fo  apparently  Ridi¬ 
culous  as  may  le  imagined.  Some  of  the  Occurrences 
therein  mentioned  are  undoubtedly  true :  Others  thd 

P*rhf*falfe'  d°  y£t  carn  with  them  a  great  Shew  of 
Credibility  -  and  as  to  thofe  Conferences  which  have 
keen  drawn  from  them ,  although  indeed  they  do  not 

come 
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come  up  to  what  has  been  pretended '  yet  there  are  fe¬ 
deral  things  in  thefe  Accounts  fieemivgly  fo  fi  range 
and  wonderful ,  as  makes  them  in  my  Judgment ,  not 
wholly  un deferring  the  confederation  of  a  Wife  Man . 

It  is  certain ,  that  how  frivolous  foever  thefe  things 
may  appear  in  the  Eyes  of  thofe  who  fee  them  at  a 
difiance ,  they  have  yet  been  far  other  wife  efieemd 
of  by  thofe  who  are  nearer  to  the  Scene  of  their  Tranf- 
aliion  ;  infomuch  that  they  have  been  a  ftandingTopick 
of  Difcourfe ,  not  only  amongfl  the  Ignorant  and  Illite¬ 
rate,  but  even  amongfl  the  wifer  and  more  refined  fort 
of  People ,  in  that  Corner ,  almoft  ever  fence  the  Day 
wherein  they  happened.  And  indeed \  when  not  only 
the  Credit  of  a  Man  of  a  confiderable  Station  and 
Char  alter  in  the  World ,  feemed  hereby  to  be  flruck  at, 
but  alfo  the  Life  of  perhaps,  an  innocent  P  erf  on  was  in 
imminent  danger,  it  is  methinks  a  thing  very  excufa - 
lie  in  any  one  to  take  thefe  Matters  into  fober  and 
fieri ous  Confederation . 

But  whatever  becomes  of  this  particular  Story  of 
Jane  Wenham,  it  will,  I  conceive,  be  thought  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  no  fmall  concern,  to  know  in  general,  what  are 
the  true  and  diftinguifhing  Char  alters  of  a  Witch,##*/ 
what  Proofs  are  fufficient  to  fupport  a  Charge  of  Witch - 
craft  againfi  ary  one  when  brought  to  a  Legal  TryaL 
And  this,  I  hope,  may  afford  me  a  Second  Plea,  to 
urge  in  defence  of  my  Publifhing  thefe  Papers.  For 
although  I  do  not  pretend  to  have  brought  this  Point  to 
a  full  and pofitive  Determination,  ( this  being  not  my 
lufinefs  at  this  time)  yet  I  flatter  my  felf  thus  far , 
that  the  Reader  may  find  fever  a  l  Obfervations  here , 
which  may  not  be  altogether  ufelefs  to  thofe  who  would 
think  rightly  of  thefe  Matters  ;  and  that  thofe  whofe 

Chance 
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Chance  it  may  be  to  be  concerned  as  Jury- men  in  fuch 
Cafes  as  thefe ,  way  fee ,  how  hard  (I  had  almofi  faid 
iwpojfible )  it  is  to  convitt  a  Witch  ;  and  thereby  be  ad - 
mini [bed,  how  cautious  and  circumfpelt  they  ought  to  be^ 
left  at  any  time  they  jhould  incur  the  Guilt  of  con¬ 
demning  innocent  Blood. 

If  thefe  rude  Strokes  which  I  have  drawn  way  he  an 
Encouragement  to  thofe  who  have  greater  abilities  to 
handle  \ this  Subject  with  wore  Bxattnefs ,  I  prefume 
it  would  be  an  Attempt  not  wholly  unferviceable .  For 
it  is  a  very  melanchoily  thing  to  confder ,  what  odd  Mo¬ 
tions  the  generality  of  Mankind  have  concerning  things 
of  this  Mature  ;  and  with  how  little  Judgment  they  dif- 
charge  them] elves  when  they  are  called  to  give  their 
Ver dills  concerning  them .  Age,  Poverty,  and  a 
Perverfe  Temper  "of  Mind,  are  the  three  principal 
ingredients  which  enter  into  the  Comppfition  of  a  Mo¬ 
dern  Witch.  One  under  thefe  Circumfances  fills  the 
whole  Farijh  where  Jhe  lives  with  a  t.houfand  extrava¬ 
gant  Fancies  and  terrifying  Dreams.  If  any  ones  Cat¬ 
tle  happen  to  dye  Q as  they  call  it)  ftrangely  ;  if  any 
one  chances  to  be  fick  of  fome  uncommon  Dijlemper  ; 
in  a  Word \  if  any  thing  falls  out  which  they  cannot 
give  a  good  account  of ,  presently  there  is  Witchcraft  in 
the  Cafe ,  and  they  are  for  hanging  or  burning  the  port 
Wretch  who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  ff petted.  This 
flows ,  I  think ,  hrw  necefary  it  is ,  as  well,  that  Peo¬ 
ple  fhould  be  letter  informed,  as  that  they  ought  ne¬ 
ver  to  he  encouraged  in  thefe  Extravagancies  ;  for  it 
is  hard  to  fay  where  the  Mifchief  will  end,  if  this 
Humour  be  once  indulged ,  and  how  many  will  daily  be 
apprehended  and  brought  to  Tryal,  upon  fufpicion  of 
Sorcery* 

(b)  :  As 
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As  to  thofe  who  are  determined  with  themf elves  to 
confider  all  things  of  this  Kind ,  as  mere  Figments ,  or 
Impoftures ,  they  doultlefs  will  efleem  it  as  an  Argu¬ 
ment  of  great  Weaknefs  and  Credulity  in  me,  that  I 
could  think  it  worth  my  while,  to  take  fuch  pains  in 
examiningthe  particular  Infiance  before  me.  If  thefe 
therefore  fhould  expell  an  Apology ,  all  that  I  fhall 
fay  is,  that  it  would  he  an  Argument  of  far  greater 
weaknefs  in  me  to  attempt  to  convince  them  of  Juch 
things  as  they  are  refolved  never  to  heleive.  Neither 
indeed  is  it  my  bufinefs  to  Jhew  the  Reality  of  the  Ex - 
iflence  of  Evil  Spirits,  and  of  their  Intercourfe  with 
Mankind ;  and  therefore  if  there  he  any  who  defire  to 
he  fatisfy  d  herein,  I  f hall  ref  err  them  to  thofe  who 
have  profeffedly  treated  upon  this  Sub  jell. 

But  there  are  yet  another  fort  of  Men  to  whom  I 
think  my  felf  obliged  to  fay  a  Word  or  Two  ;  and  they 
are  thofe  who  look  upon  the  Being  of  Witches  of  fuch 
Concernment  in  Religion,  that  whatjoever  has  any  ten¬ 
dency  to  deftroy  the  belief  of  that,  mufi  of  neceffity 
weaken  the  other.  The  Notion  which  thefe  Men  go 
upon  feems  to  be  this .  That  the  Exiftence  as  well  of 
Spirits  in  general,  as  of  Evil  Spirits  in  particular , 
being  of  fuch  Importance  to  be  believed,  and  Witch¬ 
craft  being  as  they  fuppofe  fo  evident  and  fenfible  a 
Demonf  ration  of  both,  if  feems  that  any  Attempts 
made  againjl  the  Latter }  is  endeavouring  to  rob  Reli¬ 
gion  of  one  confiderable  Guard  which  fhould  fecure  it 
againjl  the  Attempts  of  prophane  and  licentious  Men . 

This  they  will  tell  us  is  one  of  the  Out- 
Mr  .Gian-  works  of  our  Faith,  and  that  when  once 
'Lille,  a  Breach  is  made  here,  Religion  mill  lofe 

ground  apace ,  and  Atheifoi  come  on  by 

larger 
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larger  Strides  :  That  when  once  Men  come  to  der 
ny  there  are  SPIRITS,  or  WITCHES,  it 
is  a  fair  Step  and  Introdu&ion  to  fay,  THERE 
IS  NO  GOD. 

Whether  this  he  a  juft  tv  ay  of  Reafoning  ,  I  jhall 
not  undertake  to  determine  ;  tho  I  muft  needs  fay ,  that 
fence  Religion  Jlands  upon  a  far  more  Solid  and  Laft- 
ing  Foundation ,  it  looks  a  little  prep  oft  erous  ,  to  fee 
Men  infifting  upon  this  ,  with  fo  much  Heat  and  Ea - 
gernefs .  And  therefore ,  all  the  Return  1  have  to  make 
to  thofe  who  may  think  fit  to  urge  this  Objection  again (l 
me ,  a,  That  they  are  all  this  while  fpeaking  to  a  wrong 
Body .  I  am  far  from  attempting  to  break  in  upon  the 
Outworks  of  Religion,  (i/  Witchcraft  muft  he  cal¬ 
led  fo)  or  to  invalidate  the  Force  even  of  the  weakeft 
Argument  it  has  to  fupport  it  felf  withaU  I  deny 
neither  the  Being  of  Spirits,  nor  the  Being  of  Witches, 
hut  will  allow  both  the  one  and  the  other  all  the  Cre¬ 
dit  and  Authority  they  can  reafonably  pretend  to. 
But  then ,  /  defire  to  be  excufed \  if  I  cannot  give  my 
Ajfent  to  every  idle  Story  ,  and  believe  that  to  be  an 
Jnftance  of  Witchcraft,  which  whimfical  and  credulous 
People  fhall  affirm  to  be  fuch. 

How  important  foever  the  Belief  of  Witches  may 
be  fuppos  d  to  be ,  l  imagine ,  it  will  receive  but  little 
Confirmation  from  this  particular  Story  ;  fince  both 
the  Falls  themfelves ,  as  well  as  the  Conclufions  which 
have  been  drawn  from  them  ,  are  fuch  as  (  I  fancy  ) 
will  not  find  an  eafy  Admittance  with  Men  of  Thought 
and  Gon/tderation.  And  therefore  ,  I  hope  I  fhall  not 
be  blamed ,  for  endeavouring  to  (how  the  Vanity  of  an 
Argument ,  which ^  if  infifted  upm,  would  finftead  of 
gaining  Men  over  to  this  Opinion  )  expofe  it  to  the 
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Contempt  and  Scorn  of  all  tbofe ,  who  are  not  difpofed 
to  believe  every  thing  that  is  told  them. 

i  4 

This  is  all  the  Apology  that  I  [hall  make  in  Defence 
of  my  [elf.  If  any  one  now  fhould  be  defirous  to  fearch 
to  the  Bottom  of  this  whole  Story ,  and  have  fo  little 
to  do,  ds  to  look  into  thefe  Papers,  I  do  not  wholly  de- 
fpair  of  his  reaping  feme  fmall  Satisfaction  from  the 
Perufal  of  them.  If  my  Judgment  has  not  been  defi¬ 
cient  the  Advantages  which  I  have  had  above  fome 
others  that  have  wrote  on  the  fame  Side ,  cannot  fail 
of  Recommending  this  Performance  :  For  it  has  been 
my  Fortune  to  be  placed  but  a  very  few  Miles  diftant 
from  the  Parifh  where  thefe  Things  were  tranfatied  ; 
which,  as  it  could  not  but  put  me  upon  taking  them  in¬ 
fo  a  more  ferious  Examination ,  fo  it  has  given  me  an 
Opportunity  of  Informing  my  felf  in  fome  material 
Cirqmfiances,  which  (  it  may  be  prefumed )  tbofe 
who  Were  more  remote  could  not  ce  Jo  weu  acquainted 

with . 


The  Cafe  of  the  Hertfordihire 
Witchcraft  conjider’f  &c. 


AFTER  the  great  Duft  that  has  of  late  been 
raifed  by  the  pretended  Witchcraft  of  Jam 
Wenham ,  the  Reader  will  not,  I  conceive* 
be  furprized  to  find  me  enquiring  into  a  Sto¬ 
ry  of  fo  peculiar  a  Nature. 

I  have  been  for  a  long  time  very  Curious  to  know 
the  Truth  of  thofe  many  Reports ,  that  have  been 
raifed  upon  that  Subject  ;  and  was  glad  at  length  to 
find  ,  that  vve  were  not  left  wholly  to  rely  upon  the 
Authority  of  the  credulous  and  unthinking  Multitude  $ 
being  very  fenfible  how  many  Gircumftances  of  Im¬ 
portance  might  by  that  means  very  eafily  have  been 
loft  in  the  carrying ,  how  many  more  forg’d  and  in¬ 
vented  ,  or  taken  up  without  a  fufficient  Examination 
of  the  Grounds  upon  which  they  ftand. 

I  have  read  over  Mr.  Bragge  s  Narrative ,  and  I  think 
with  that  Care  and  Application  that  is  requifite  >  in 
order  to  difcover,  as  well  the  Credibility  of  the  Mat¬ 
ters  themfelves,  as  alfo  the  Foundation  that  is  in  them 
to  fupport  that  Charge  of  Witchcraft  which  has  been 
fixed  upon  this  Jane  Wenham  ;  but  after  all  the  Car© 
and  Pains  that  I  have  taken  to  fatisfy  my  felf,  the  Sto¬ 
ry  does  not  feem  fo  clear  to  me ,  as  to  admit  of  no 
Scruple.  Many  Things  there  are,  which  are  not  fo 
plainly  prov’d  as  could  be  wifti’d  ;  many  taken  uy>  up* 
on  little  or  no  Foundation  ;  and  all  of  them,  tho3  ne~ 
ver  fo  certain  in  themfelves ,  do  yet  feem  to  have  but 

A  little 


little  Force,  with  regard  to  the  Proof  of  thofe  Things 
to  which  they  have  been  apply’d. 

So  that  notwithftanding  all  that  this  Author  has  at¬ 
tempted,  in  order  to  convince  the  World  of  the  Witch¬ 
craft  of  this  Woman,  I  am  (  for  my  own  part )  very 
much  in  the  dark  concerning  it  :  I  fee  no  Foundation 
for  his  Affurance  ;  and  find  my  felf  ftill  (  as  to  thofe 
Matters )  in  the  fame  Degree  of  Scepticifm  as  I  was 
before. 

It  is  not,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Defign  of  thele  Pa¬ 
pers,  in  the  leaft  to  oppofe  the  Poffibility  of  the  Be¬ 
ing  of  Witches  in  General.  So  far  I  am  from  that, 
that  I  am  very  inclinable  to  believe ,  there  may  be 
fuch  Perfons  in  the  World.  I  will  not  pretend  to  de¬ 
termine  the  Extent  of  the  Devil’s  Power  over  us ;  nor 
to  fay  how  far  it  is  poffible,  or  not  poffible ,  for  any 
one  to  maintain  a  Correspondence  and  Familiarity 
with  him.  My  Bufinefs  is  only  to  examine  into  the 
particular  Cafe  before  us ,  in  order  to  fatisfy  my  felf 
how  far  Mr.  Bragge  has  made  out  the  Thing  he  pre¬ 
tends  to  prove  ;  viz,.  That  Jane  Wenham  is  guilty  of 
that  Witchcraft  which  has  been  charg'd  upon  her. 

This  is,  in  ftiort,  the  whole  Defign  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Enquiry  ;  in  which  I  fliall  endeavour  to  proceed  as 
clearly  and  fairly  as  may  be.  Whatever  occurs  in  his 
Narrative  that  is  material ,  fliall  be  confider’d  ;  what¬ 
ever  is  attefted  by  fufficient  Evidence ,  fliall  be  admit¬ 
ted  •  and  whatever  Force  it  has  to  prove  the  Matter 
now  in  Debate,  fliall  be  readily  granted.  In  a  word. 
The  Reader  may  expedt  to  meet  with  all  that  Fairnels 
and  Impartiality ,  that  may  be  thought  reasonable  in 
one,  who  defires  only  to  be  well  inform  d,  and  who  de¬ 
signs  freely  to  give  up, upon  juft  and  reafonable  Grounds 

of  Conviction.  .  '  „  r  .  ...  , 

But  before  I  enter  upon  this  Bufinefs,  it  will  be  ne- 

ceffarv  to  take  notice.  That  here  are  Two  Queftions 

which  ought  to  be  carefully  diftingu idled.  The  Fnft 

k  Whether  thefe  Matters  of  Fact ,  as  they  an  here  re- 
^  *  lateap 
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lated ,  do  argue  any  thing  really  preternatural ;  or  where¬ 
in  the  AJf fiance  of  fome  Evil  Spirit  is  necejfarily  required  ? 
The  other  ;  Whether  or  no,  this  being  granted,  there 
be  fufficient  Reafon  to  conclude.  That  Jane  Wenham  is 
at  all  concerned  in  the  Cafe  ?  Thefe  Two  Queftions,  I 
fay,  muft  be  diftinguifhed ;  becaufe  they  are  really 
very  different  from  each  other.  For  it  does  by  no 
means  follow.  That  becaufe  Anne  Thorn ,  or  Anne  Street , 
have  done  and  fuffered  ftrange  Things  by  the  Power 
and  Malice  of  the  Devil ,  that  therefore  Jane  Wenham 
has  been  employ’d  by  the  Devil ,  as  an  Inftrument  in 
thefe  Matters. 

Another  Thing  which  I  fhall  here  once  for  all  ac¬ 
quaint  the  Reader  with,  is.  That  in  fearching  out  the 
Truth  of  thefe  Relations,  I  fhall  make  no  manner  of 
Account  of  the  Teftimonies  of  Matthew  Gilflony  Anne 
Thorn ,  or  Anne  Street ,  any  further  than  as  they  come 
back’d  and  confirm’d  with  Authority  of  indifferent  and 
credible  Witneffes.  And  for  this,  I  think,  there  is  the 
greateft  Reafon  in  the  World.  For,  in  the  firft  place, 
thefe  are  the  Perfons  principally  concern’d  in  this 
Witchcraft ,  and  therefore  if  there  be  any  Defign  of  Cheat 
or  Impofture ,  it  can  no  where  be  fo  much  fufpeded  as 
i  them.  And  then  befides ,  the  Two  latter  are  evi- 
ently  very  much  difiurhed  in  their  Imaginations ,  ( ’tis  no 
matter  how)  and  for  that  Reafon,  I  think,  there  can 
but  little  Credit  be  given  to  what  they  fay ,  efpecially 
to  what  they  relate  as  done  whilfl  their  Fits  were  upon 
them.  This  therefore  is  but  a  reafonable  and  neceffary 
Scruple  ;  and  which  ,  if  Mr.  Bragge  had  well  confi- 
der’d  of  before-hand,  might  have  made  him  more  cau¬ 
tious  in  this  Account  which  he  has  given  us  :  For  I 
find ,  there  are  many  Fads ,  and  thofe  of  Confe- 
quence  too,  which  he  has  related  as  undoubted  Truths, 
and  for  no  other  Reafon  that  I  can  find,  but  becaufe 
they  told  him  fo. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  things  being  briefly  premifed,  I  come  now  to 
examine  a  little  into  the  Matters  contained  in  this  Nar¬ 
rative.  In  the  doing  which,  I  fhall  follow  them  (as  near 
as  I  can)  in  the  fame  Order  in  which  they  ftand,  tho 
I  fhall  not  trouble  my  felf  to  tranfcribe  the  entire  Stories* 
defiring  my  Reader  to  lay  Mr.  Bragge  s  Papers  before 
him,  and  to  have  recourfe  to  them  as  often  as  occafion 
fhall  require. 

The  firft  Story  is  that  of  Matthew  Gil f  on ,  who,  it 
fecms  was  fent  by  this  Jane  JVenham  to  Menders -hill  for 
a  Pennyworth  of  Straw,  &c.  Now  here,  in  the  firft 
place,  I  would  defire  to  know  what  Certainty  we  have 
of  the  Matters  contained  in  this  Relation  ?  Did  any 
one  fee  this  Old  Woman  that  came  to  him  at  the  Barn¬ 
door  ?  Did  they  hear  her  ask  him  for  a  Pennyworth  of 
Straw  ?  Further ;  Did  any  one  fee  this  Boy  at  Munders- 
hill  ?  Did  they  fee  him  come  home  with  Straw  in  his 
Shirt  ?  I  cannot  find  any  Anfwer  to  thefe  material 
Queftions.  We  are  told  indeed,  *  1  hat  fo?nc 
*  Difcovery,  Perjons  faw  this  Matthew  Gilfton  running  up- 
£>•  2»  on  this  Fool's  Errand :  But  who  were  thefe  Per « 

fonts 9  and  when  did  they  fee  him  ?  Were 
they  Perfoas  of  Honefty  and  Credit  ?  Did  they  fee  him 
going  to  or  from  Munders-bM?  And  did  they  know  what 
was  the  Occafion  of  his  going  ?  All  thefe  things  are  very 
material  Points,  and  fhould  have  been  clearly  made  out, 
had  Mr.  Bragge  a  mind  that  any  one  fhould  have  believed 
this  Story  befides  himfelf:  And  therefore  becaufe  he  has 
given  us  no  manner  of  Account  of  thefe  Matters, 
I  think  we  have  reafon  to  conclude,  either  that  he 
could  not ;  or  elfe  that  he  has  not  been  fo  exa&  in  his 
Relation  as  he  ought  to  have  been.  But  admitting  all 
this  to  be  true,  X  do  not  fee  what  Proof  he  will  be  able 
to  draw  frorn  hence,  to  fupport  his  pretended  Witchcraft . 
may  apt  ap  Qld  Wpft?an  ask  a  Boy  for  Straw  ? 


May  not  this  Boy  refufe  to  give  it  ?  And  may  he  not 
afterwards  run  away  from  his  Work,  and  all  this  with¬ 
out  Conjuration  ?  But  why,  you  will  fay,  to  Munders-hill  ? 
Why,  to  fluff  his  Shirt  with  Straw  ?  Why  to  run  through 
Rivers,  Ditches,  and  all  that-comes  in  his  way?  What 
Account  can  be  given  of  all  thefe  odd  and  extravagant 
Whimfies?  Why  truly,  I  muft  fay,no  very  good  one,  that 
I  can  fee.  The  Story  is,  I  muft  own,  odd  enough ;  but  I 
think  it  does  not  immediately  follow,  that  all  this  cannot 
be  done  without  Witchcraft .  Cannot  a  filly,  idle  Boy,  grow 
lazy,  and  have  Tricks  in  his  Head,  without  being  be¬ 
holden  to  the  Devil  for  his  affiftance  ?  If  all  the  freakifh 
Tricks  that  Boys  play  muft  be  afcribed  to  Sorcery ,  there 
will  never  be  wanting  Materials,  to  furnifh  out  as  many 
Books  of  Witchcraft ,  as  Mr.  Bragge ,  has  Leifure  and  In¬ 
clination  to  write. 

But  let  us  give  the  Devil  his  due,  if  this  be  fo,  and 
fuppofe  for  once  that  it  was  all  his  Roguery  ;  how  is 
Jane  Wenham  all  this  while  any  way  concerned  in  this 
Relation  ?  A  poor  Old  Woman  asks  a  Boy  for  Straw  ; 
the  Boy  denies  her,  and  immediately  after  the  Devil 
(for  fo  we  are  now  taught  to  fuppofe)  feizes  him ;  there¬ 
fore  Jane  Wenham  has  betwitched  him.  A  very  pithy 
Argument  this  indeed  !  But  pray,  where  is  the  Con-? 
nexion  of  this  Reafoning  ?  Does  the  Boy  fo  much  as 
know  that  it  was  Jane  Wenham  that  asked  him  for  Straw  ? 
He  fays  no  fuch  thing,  but  only  in  general  Terms  that 
it  was  an  Old  Woman.  But  granting  that  this  Old  Woman 
was  Jane  Wenham  ;  does  it  therefore  follow  that  fhe  was 
the  Occafion  of  hk  Running  ?  I  would  fain  know  from 
Kdr.  Bragge,  by  what  Rules  ot  Logick  this  Argument  can 
be  made  good  ;  and  fliould  think  my  felf  very  much  ob¬ 
liged  to  him,  if  in  the  next  Edition  of  his  Narrative  he 
would  reduce  it  into  the  Form  of  SyUogifm . 
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But  perhaps  we  may  meet  with  better  Luck  than  this 
in  the  ne&t  Relation.  Anne  Thorne ,  a  Young  Woman 
of  about  1 6  Years,  has  a  Fancy  to  run  for  Sticks,  as  the 
other  had  for  Straw :  But  here,  it  feems,  the  Devil  is  a 
little  modeft,  and  contents  himfelf  with  Stripping  her 
of  her  Gown  and  Apron  only.  However,  fhe  runs,  it 
feems,  half  a  Mile  right  out,  and  in  the  fpace  of  6  or  7 
Minutes  brings  home  a  Bundle ;  and  all  this  too  when 
her  Knee  was  juft  Sett,  having,  it  feems,  been  lately  put 
out.  But  here  again  we  find  many  things  wanting, 
which  are  too  material  not  to  have  been  enquired  into, 
or  if  known,  not  to  have  been  related.  Mr.  Bragge 
tells  us,  that  fhe  run  a  Mile  in  the  Space  of  about  Se¬ 
ven  Minutes.  But  how  does  this  appear  ?  Did  Mr. 
Gardiner  compute  the  time  by  his  Clock  or  Watch  ?  The 
Story  does  not  fay  he  did,  and  I  am  very  apt  to  think 
he  did  not ;  for  he  having  no  fufpicion  before- hand  of 
Anne  Thorns  running  for  Sticks,  it  is  not  likely  he  fhould 
have  been  fo  curious  unlefs  he  had  fome  other  Reafon 
for  it.  Well  then,  did  he  fpeak  by  guefs  only,  or  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  befi  of  his  Judgment  ?  If  that  be  the  Cafe 
(as  feems  to  me  moft  likely)  I  do  not  well  fee  how  Mr. 
Gardiner ,  or  any  one  elfe  under  thofe  Circumftances, 
could  be  fo  exaeft  as  to  afeertain  the  time  that  had  pafsM 
to  Six  or  Seven  Minutes.  Mr.  Gardiner  was  in  the  Par¬ 
lour  converfing  with  his  Wife  and  Friend,  for  which 
reafon  it  is  natural  enough  to  fuppofe,  that  he  could 
not  be  fo  accurate  as  to  point  of  Time,  but  that  Six  or 
Seven  Minutes  more  might  flip  away  without  his  ohfer- 
vation.  Now  Six  or  Seven  Minutes,  through  a  very 
fmall  miftake  in  Mr.  Gardiner,  will  make  very  confide- 
rable  alteration  in  the  prefent  Cafe  ;  for  this  being  once 
fuppofed,  the  time  in  which  Anne  Thom  run  this  Mile 
will  amount  to  very  near  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  and 
then  her  running  will  (inftead  of  Eight)  be  at  the  Rate 
of  about  Four  Mile  an  Hour  :  a  Swiftnefs  which  I 
think  may  very  well  be  accounted  for  without  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  Wither  aft. 


But 


But  to  go  on.  How  are  we  allured  that  this  Maid  run 
as  far  as  Hackney-Lane  ?  Did  any  Body  fee  her  at  the  Place 
where  fhe  is  (aid  to  have  gathered  the  Sticks  ?  I  can¬ 
not  find  by  any  thing  here  related  that  they  did.  All 
that  we  are  told  is.  That  Two  of  John  Chapman’s 
Men  faw  her  running  that  way  up  the  Hill ,  but  it  is  P.  9 , 
not  (aid  how  far  the  Tree  where  (lie  had  the 
Sticks,  is  from  that  Place  where  thefe  Men  faw  her  ;  fo 
that  for  any  thing  we  are  told  to  the  contrary,  the 
Girl  might  not  be  above  half  way  to  the  Place  where 
(he  is  faid  to  have  got  her  Sticks,  and  might  foon  after 
gather  them  up  and  come  running  back  again  :  And  if 
this  be  true, then  this  wonderful  Story  will  dill  admit  of 
a  more  eafy  Solution.  All  thefe  Circumftances  there¬ 
fore  Mr.  Bragge  ought  well  to  have  examined  into,  and 
particularly  fpecify’d  in  his  Narrative.  It  is  not  gueffing 
or  talking  at  random  that  can  do  the  Bufinefs.  Thefe 
are  Points  very  material ;  and  the  unaccountablenefs  of 
the  whole  Story  (and  confequently  the  Witchcraft,) 
does  abfolutely  depend  upon  them.  But  this  is  not  the 
only  Inftance  we  have  of  this  Author’s  Exa&nefs. 

But  becaufe  it  is  neceflary  not  to  infill  with  him  too 
much  upon Niceties,puttheCafe  that,  Anne  Thorn  didrea!- 
ly  run  juft  fo  far, and  in  juft  the  fame  time  that  he  would 
have  it  to  be,  I  do  not  yet  after  all  this  fee  how  it 
proves  the  thing,  he  would  infer  from  it;  It  is  no  fuch 
wonderful  thing  for  one  to  run  Eight  Miles  in  an  Hour, 
that  we  muft  needs^call  in  the  Devil  to  his  affiftance. 
How  many  are  thert  that  can  run  (T  fpeak  modeftly) 
Nine  or  Ten  ?  But  to  deal  ingenioufiy  ;  I  am  not  very 
forward  to  think  Anne  Thorn  is  fo  nimble  a  Racer  ?  But 
then  it  deferves,  1  think,  to  be  confidered,  whether  or 
no  her  Diftemper  or  Fits  (whatever  you  will  call  it) 
might  not  furnifh  her  with  fuch  Powers  and  Abilities 
as  Nature  had  refufed  to  give  her.  It  would  be  a  thing 
incredible,  had  we  not  daily  Inftances  of  it  before  our 
Eyes,  how  much  the  Mufcular  Force  may  be  increa- 
fed  by  Nervous  Difordcrs.  What  a  prodigious  ftrength 


do  we  fee  in  diftrafted  Perfons  ?  How  common  is  it  for 
weak  and  helplefs  Women,  when  in  an  Hyfiencd  Fit, 
to  exert  themfelves  in  fuch  violent  Struglmgs,  as  that 
Three  or  Four  ftout  Men  (hall  hardly  be  able  to  re- 
ftrain  them?  Thefe  are  Obferations  which  no  body 
can  be  a  Stranger  to,  and  which  are  not  io  vattly  di- 
ftant  from  this  prelent  Cafe,  as  may  perhaps  be  ima¬ 
gined.  For  what  is  Running ,  I  would  know,  but  a 
fwift  and  violent  motion  (principally)  of  the  lower 
Limbs  ?  And  how  is  this  done  but  by  the  force  of  the 
Mufcles  that  actuate  thofe  Parts  ?  If  therefore  the 
ftrength  of  any  other  part  may  be  fo  much  augmented 
bv  a" Natural  Diftemper,  as  we  have  before  oblerved, 
why  may  not  the  fame  be  faid  of  thofe  whereof  we 
are  now  fpeaking,  fo  that  a  Perfon  who  can  in  a  Natu¬ 
ral  State  run  not  above  Two  Miles  an  Hour,  may,  by 
an  increafe  of  the  Mufcular  Force,  in  a  Double,  Treble, 
or  Quadruple  Proportion,  be  enabled  to  run  Four,  Six, 
or  Eight.  This  is  a  very  natural  and  eafy  Suppofition  ; 
neither  do  we  want  an  Inftance  to  confirm  it,  if  the 
Reader  will  credit  an  Account  lately  given  me  by  a 
Perfon  of  great  Worth  and  Integrity,  w.  Ot  a  hoy, 
who  ran  with  a  prodigious  Swiftnefs,  from  no  other 


evident  Caufe  but  a  Diftemper  of  this  Nature. 


TW  T  fbi-ffpp  rbar  ir  mav  here  be  objected,  that  Anne 
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derable  Body  ;  that  he  has  ferved  Seven  Years  it  St* 
'Thomas's  Hoff  it  al ,  and  underftands  what  he  pretends  td 
very  well.  But  it  is  very  fit  he  fiiould  be  inform’d  here, 
that  he  is  an  ignorant  Pretender  ;  one  who  does  not  un- 
derftand  the  Bufinefs  of  Chirurgery  half  fo  well  as  he 
does  Farming,  which  I  am  told  is  his  proper  Employ¬ 
ment.  , 

I  my  felf  can  give  the  Reader  one  Specimen  of  his 

extraordinary  Judgment ,  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Gentleman 
who  had  the  Misfortune  to  diflocate  his  Collar-hone ;  and 
altho’  the  Diflocation  was  fo  vifible ,  that  any  one 
mio-ht  difcern  it  *  yet  this  wife  Son  of  Aftllo  could  ne¬ 
ver'  be  perfuaded  that  it  was  fo  ,  till  it  was  too  late  to 
reduce  it ;  fo  that  the  Bone  is  out  of  Joint  to  this  Day. 
Now  he  that  could  be  deceived  in  fuch  an  Inftance  as 
that,  and  fay  that  the  Bone  was  not  out,  when  it  fo 
apparently  was,  may  (l  think)  as  eafily  be  deceiv’d  in  this  | 
and  fay  that  Anne  Thornes  Knee  was  out ,  when  really 
it  was  not.  But  there  is  one  Circumftance  in  this 
very  Story,  which  is  Demonftration  to  me,  that  Anne 
Thornes  Knee  was  not  really  out  of  Joynt.  Mr.  Great 
tells  us ,  that  after  he  had  fet  this  Knee  ,  Anne  Thorne 
was  very  lame  ,  and  not  able  to  walk  ;  And  yet 
Mrs.  Gardiner ,  but  the  very  next  Morning,  P.  f. 
could  think  her  well  enough  to  go  to  a  Neighbours 
Houfe  to  fetch  Peafe.  This  Blows  then,  that  by  the  next 
Morning  (he  was  able  to  go  tolerably  well  ;  for  other- 
wife  I  do  not  think  Mrs.  Gardiner  would  have  been  fo 
unreafonable  as  to  have  put  her  upon  it.^  But  was  it 
ever  yet  heard  of,  that  a  Perfon  who  had  difiocated  her 
Knee,  fliould  be  able  to  go  of  fuch  an  Errand  ,  when 
it  had  been  fet  ar  m oft  but  24  Hours  before  ?  I  have 
talk’d  with  fome  who  are  good  Judges  of  this  Matter, 
and  they  all  agree  ,  That  had  the  Cafe  been  really  io, 
file  would  not  by  that  time  have  been  able  fo  much  as 
to  have  fet  her  Foot  upon  the  Ground  ;  and  that  Peo¬ 
ple  under  thofe  Circumftances ,  are  not  able  to  walk 

under  6,  8,  or  io  Days  Confinement,  If  Mr.  Braggs 

J}  fhoula 
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fhould  pretend  that  fhe  went  for  thefe  Peafe  too,  by  the 
Power  and  Afliftance  of  the  Devil ;  I  muft  confefs,  I 
know  not  well  how  I  fhould  be  able  to  difprove  that. 
But  he  muft  be  very  cautious  of  faying  this,  left  he 
makes  Mrs.  Gardiner  a  Witch  y  as  well  as  Jane  Wen - 

ham .  '  „  « 

But  it  may  be  urged  further  ;  That  granting  it  to  be 

true  that  her  Knee  was  no  more  than  Brained,  yet  that 
even  then  it  feems  very  unlikely,  that  fhe  fhould  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  running  fo  foon  ;  becaufe  of  the  violent  Pam, 
which  would  necelfarily  have  attended  fuch  a  Motion. 
But  I  anfwCr ;  That  the  Diforder  which  Anne  Thorne 
was  under  from  the  Fit  which  was  then  upon  her, might 
fo  far  divert  and  fix  her  Thoughts  at  that  time,  as  to  ren- 
der  her  wholly  infenfible  of  any  Pain,  or  at  leaft  lxu- 
p|fy  her  fo  much,  as  to  make  her  not  unwilliing  to  com-  - 
ply  with  that  Humour  of  Running.  It  is  what  we  fee  m 
many  Inftances,That  when  the  Mind  is  deeply  engag  d 
upon  one  particular  Object,  the  Senfes  are  as  it  were 
bound  up,  and  the  Exercifes  of  their  refpecftive 
Faculties  fufpended  for  fome  time.  But  to  what 
purpofe  ,  you  will  fay,  fhould  fhe run  ;  or  what 
fhould  move  her  to  this  extravagant  Whimfy  ?  W  hy  fhe 
her  felf  has  given  us  a  very  good  Account  of  that  She 
found ,  fhe  fays,  a  Roaming  in  her  Head,  and  Jhe  thought  Jbe 
mull  of  Neceffity  run  fcmewhere.  That  is  to  fay,  She  was 
a  little  befides  her  felf ;  her  Thoughts  were  unfetded, 
her  Imagination  difturb’d  ,  and  fo  fhe  runs  a  Gadding 
as  othe? diftra&ed  Folks  are  wont  to  do ,  fhe  knows 
neither  for  what,  nor  where.  I  am  very  confident,  the 
Reader  will  not  think  it  an  Objection  againft  me  ,  that 
I  cannot  give  a  precife  Account  of  every  Whim  ,  that 
comes  in  the  Heads  of  Vapour’d  and  Brainfick  Wenches  ; 
for  thefe  not  proceeding  from  any  Principle  of  Reafon, 

are  not  therefore  the  Subjeft  of  Rational  Enquiry. 

- - — - Jghta  res 

TJec  modum  hahet  netfr  concilium  ratione  modof\ 

Tractari  non  vult--*—-  fays  Horace. 

and 
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and  therefore  he  very  handfomely  expofes  the  Folly 
of  attempting  to  bring  fuch  things  as  thefe  to  any  cer¬ 
tain  Rule  or  Measure , 

- - *  - — - — *  - — - Hrec  fi 

Mobila  (fi  circa  fluHantia  Sorte  pararet 
Reddere  certa  f ibi ,  nihilo  plus  explicet  ac  fi 
Infanire  paret,  cert  a  Rat  tone  modoque. 

Horat.  Sat.  2. 


We  have  now  confidered  this  Story  as  to  the  Truth  of 
this  Fa&,  and  alfo  how  far  it  is  an  Argument  of  fome- 
thing  V  refer  natural.  The  Deficiencies  are  fo  very  re¬ 
markable  with  refpedf  to  both.,  that  the  Reader  can- 
not  but  have  obferved  them.  Let  us  now  confider  how 
far,  fuppofing  this  to  be  Diabolical ,  Jane  Wenham  is 
concerned  in  it.  With  relation  to  this  we  are  told. 
That  when  Anne  Thorn  was  got  as  far  as  Hackney-Lane, 
fie  fair  a  little  Old  Woman  muffled  up  in  a  Riding -  p 
Hood ,  who  ask'd  her  whither  fie  was  going,  &c.  But 
why  does  Mr.  Bragge  tell  us  all  this  ?  Why  !  For  no 
other  Reafcn  that  I  can  fee,but  becaufe  AnneThorne  has 
told  him  fo.  But  i  have  before  obferved,  that  what  fhe 
fays  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  be  depended  upon.  Mr.  Bragge 
appeals  to  Two  of  John  Chapman  sMen  for  the  Truth  of 
this  whole  Story  ;  but  very  unreafonably  :  For  after 
Anne  Thorn  was  got  part  them,as  they  were  going  down 
the  Hill  they  faw  no  more  of  her,  and  confequently 
can  be  no  Evidence  for  what  paffed  afterwards  •  fo  that 
it  might,  notwithftanding  any  thing  that  John  Chap¬ 
mans  Men  have  affirm  d,  be  only  the  Suppofition  of  a 
wild  Fancy.  And  fo  indeed  I  am  apt  to  think  it  was  : 
For  a  little  while  after,  we  find  this  poor  Wretch  with 
Mr.  Chauncy  and  Thomas  Ireland  at  her  Heels,  running 
again  upon  the  fame  Errand.  Here  again  when 
fhe  comes  home  fhe  tells  the  fame  Story  of  the  P.  8. 
Old  Woman  ;  but  neither  of  the  other  Two  that 
1  can  find  fay  any  thing  at  all  of  her.  They  law  in- 

B  2  deed 
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deed  Anne  Thorn  put  forth  her  Hand  towards  the  Hedge, 
as  if  fhe  reached  for  fomething  ;  but  fo  fhe  might  very- 
well,  and  at  the  fame  time  neither  fee  nor  take  any 
thing  but  the  Sticks  which  fhe  was  gathering.  It  may 
be  faid  perhaps,  that  this  Old  Woman  being  behind 
the  Hedge  it  might  not  be  poffible  for  either  of  thefe 
Two  Per  fans  to  fee  her,  they  themfelves  being  like- 
wife  behind  the  Hedge  (fas  we  are  left  toguefs)  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Way.  But  it  is  here  very  wonderful 
to  me,  that  our  noble  Knight-Errant,  who  upon  all 
other  Occafions  fhew’d  himfelf  fo  refolutely  brave,  did 
not  now  fpring  forth  out  of  his  Ambufcade,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  feize  this  Hag  of  an  Enchantrefs.  Surely, 
had  I  been  he,  when  I  faw  Anne  Thorn  putting  forth 
her  Hand  as  if  fhe  reach’d  for  fomething,  I  would  for 
once  have  ventur’d  my  Carcafs,  and  feen  whether  any 
Body  had  been  to  be  found  behind  the  Hedge  or  not. 
But  after  all,  notwithffanding  it  is  poffible  that  this  Old 
Woman  might  have  been  hid  behind  the  Hedge,  this 
will  do  Mr.  Bragge  no  great  fervice.  For  here  it  feems 
was  fomething  faid  by  this  Old  Woman  to  Anne  Thorn  ,viz>. 
That  jhe  need  not  come  any  more  for  Sticks.  Very  ftrange  ! 
That  an  Old  Woman  fhould  come  and  talk  to  this  Girl, 
and  no  Body  fo  much  as  fee  or  hear  any  thing  of  her, 
when  the  Girl  was  at  the  fame  time  under  guard  of 
Two  Men,  who  had  followed  her  clofe  at  the  Heels  to 
keep  her  from  doing  her  felf  any  mifchief.In  fliort,  Mr. 
Bragge  has  given  us  no  manner  of  reafon  to  think, 
that  there  was  any  Old  Woman  at  all  feen  by  Anne 
Thorn  :  It  was  therefore  probably  a  pure  Whim,  and 
Figment,  of  a  wild  and  diffracted  Imagination,  without 
any  manner  of  truth  or  reality  in  it. 

But  fuppofing  here  for  once,  that  this  was  more  than 
bare  Delufipn  ;  Who  was  this  Old  Woman,  I  would 
fain  know,  who  was  behind  the  Fledge  ?  Does  Anne 
Thorn  fay  that  it  was  fane  Wenham  ?  She  fays  no  fuch 
thing  that  I  can  find,  but  only  with  Matthew  Gilfton 
that  it  was  an  Old  Woman  ;  but  fhe  knows  not  who. 

Further 
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Further  yet,  fuppofing  it  were  Jane  Wenham,  how  does 
it  from  hence  appear  that  fhe  was  any  ways  inftrumen- 
tal  in  fending  her  upon  this  foolifh  Errand'  ?  Might  not 
Jane  Wenham  meet  her  accidentally  in  that  place  ? 
Was  it  not  natural  enough  for  her,  feeing  the  Wench 
in  fuch  violent  hafte,  to  ask  her  whither  fiie  was  going  ? 
Might  fhe  not,  being  perhaps  accuftomed  to  Hedge- 
breaking  her  felf,  be  able  to  inform  her,  that  there 
were  no  Sticks  to  be  had  at  Cromer  ?  And  might  Ihe 
not  too,  feeing  Ihe  had  nothing  to  bind  up  her  Sticks 
in,  bid  her  pull  off  her  Gown,  or  feeing  her  pull  it  off 
of  her  own  accord,  give  her  a  Pin  to’ fatten  it  with  ? 
As  ft  range  and  wonderful  as  all  this  is,  I  think  it  may 
be  done  without  Sorcery  ? 

But  it  feems  this  Wenches  Head  run  all  this  while 
upon  Jane  Wenham :  Well,  and  what  then  ?  Does  it 
therefore  neceffarily  follow  from  thence,  that  Jane 
Wenham  had  bewitched  her  ?  Cannot  a  crack-brain’d 
Creature  think  of  any  one,  but  prefently  he  mutt  be 
Witch  or  Wizxard  r  Mr.  Bragge  ought  to  be  ven'  care¬ 
ful  how  he  follows  this  Argument  too  clofely ;  the 
Confequences  being  very  dangerous.  If  this  be  true, 
the  poor  innocent  Sweetheart  may  be  called  in  to  bear 
fnacks  with  Jane  Wenham  in  this  Conjuration  .;  he,  ’tis 
more  than  probable,  run  much  in  the  Girls  Head’too, 
and  for  any  thing  I  can  tell  may  be  the  greateft  Sorce¬ 
rer.  But  be  that  as  it  will  ;  it  is  no  great  wonder  that 
the  poor  Girl  finding  her  felf  in  an  odd  Condition,  and 
hearing  every  Body’s  Mouth  opened  againft  this  Jane 
Wenham,  fhould  begin  to  think  her  felf  in  iU  handling , 
and  be  ready  enough  too  to-  lay  it  upon  the  Back  of 
Jane  Wenham.  This  may  be  fuppofed,  and  I  think 
without  much  (training;  and  this  will  be  reafon  enough 
why  this  Jane  Wenham  fhould  be  thus  continually  Tun¬ 
ing  in  her  Head. 

But  to  clinch  the  matter  home,  here  comes  a  very 
ft  range  and  furprizing  Accident.  We  will  burn  the  Old 

nch,  cries  All  s.  Gardiner,  and  then  throws  Sticks, 

Pin 
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Pin  and  all  into  the  Fire.Immediately  in  comes  Jane  Wen¬ 
ham  with  a  Lye  in  her  Mouth.  But  how  does  Mr.  Bragge 
know  that  Jane  Wenha?n  told  a  Lye,  when  fhe  told  Goody 
"Thorne ,  that  fhe  mult  go  to  Ardley-Bury,  to  Wajh  the  next 
Day  ?  Why,  becaufe  it  feems  he  had  made  Enquiry  at 
Ardley-Bury :  l.  e.  I  fuppofe  he  had  made  Enquiry  of  Sir 
Henry  Chaun.cyy whether  or  no  they  were  to  Wafh  the  next 
Day  ;  and  whether  Mother  Wenham  was  fent  with  any 
fuch  Meftage  to  Goody  Thorne .  If  I  am  mi  ft  a  ken, 
Mr.  Bragge  muft  thank  himfelf  for  it.  He  fhould  have 
told  us  of  whom  this  Enquiry  was  made,  that  we  might 
have  feen  whether  or  no  they  were  Perfons  that  were 
likely  to  know  any  thing  at  all  of  the  Matter.  But 
pafling  by  all  this  ;  how  does  Mother  Wenham7 s  coming 
in  with  a  Lye  in  her  Mouth,  prove  her  to  be  a  Witch  ? 
Why,  fhe  came  in  juft  when  the  Sticks  and  Pin  were  a 
burning.  Perhaps  fo  :  And  fo  might  Mr.  Bragge  him¬ 
felf,  for  any  thing  I  can  tell  to  the  contrary.  Might 
not  any  Perfon  accidentally  do  the  fame  thing  ?  And 
muft  he,  for  that  Reafon,  be  certainly  concluded  a 
Sorcerer  ?  Had  fhe  been  obferved  to  do  this  feve- 
ral  times  fucceffivelv,  that  perhaps  would  have  gone 
feme  way  towards  the  proving  it  more  than  Chance. 

But  inftead  of  this  we  find  the  contrary  :  For 
P.  8.  a  little  after  we  are  told  there  were  more  Sticks 
burnt  upon  the  fame  Occafion,  and  yet  no  Jane 
Wenham  appeared,  that  I  can  find  by  the  Relation.  All 
the  Difference  here  to  be  obferved,  is.  That  whereas  in 
the  former  Story  the  Sticks  and  the  Pin  were  burnt  to¬ 
gether  ;  in  the  latter  the  Pin  was  left  in  the  Gown.  I 
know  not  what  ftrefs  may  be  laid  upon  this ;  but,  for  my 
part,  he  that  can  draw  a  poor  decrepid  old  Wretch  out 
of  her  Chimney-corner,  in  cold  Weather  too,  merely 
by  the  burning  of  a  Pin,  I  fhould  look  upon  him  to  be 
the  greateft  Conjurer  of  the  two. 

And  now  I  have  done  with  the  firft  Story  relating  to 
Anne  Thorne  ;  which  I  have  been  the  more  particular  in, 
becaufe  I  fuppofe  »it  to  be  one  of  the  principal  Pillars 

whereon 
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whereon  Mr.  Bragge  endeavours  to  fupport  his  Stippo'fi- 
tion  of  Witchcraft.  It  is  evident,  I  think,  that  there  are 
many  things  wanting  in  this  Narrative  that  are  necefla- 
ry  to  render  the  Story  compleat :  And  that  even  grant¬ 
ing  it  to  be  as  true  as  Mr.  Bragge  can  delire,  there  is  no 
great  Foundation  for  thofe  Inferences  which  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  draw  from  it.  Let  us  now  therefore  go 
on  to  the  reft,  and  fee  if  we  can  find  out  any  thing  that 
may  be  more  to  the  Purpofe. 

I  can  find  nothing  now  worth  taking  notice  of  till 
we  come  to  Page  6.  where  we  find  Anne  Thorne  in  ano¬ 
ther  Fit,  running  (if  fhe  could)  for  more  Sticks,  and 
leaping  over  a  Five-barr d  Gate .  Let  us  fee  what  can  be 
made  of  this  Story.  Anne  Thorne  is  in  a  Fit,  fhe  runs 
out  of  doors  in  a  great  Hurry  ;  and  meeting  with  a 
Five-barr ’d  Gate  in  her  way,  fhe  ferambks  over  it  very 
nimbly  fome  way  or  other,  we  know  not  how.  A 
mighty  Thing  indeed  this,  for  a  Spirit  of  fuch 
Bower  and  Wifdom  (Cunning  I  fhould  have  called  Par.  a. 
it)  as  the  Devil  is  to  concern  himfelf  in  !  But  I  Obj.2. 
would  defire  the  Reader  here  a  little  to  confi- 
der,  whether  or  no  this  Leaping  of  Mr.  Bragge' s  might 
not  be  (as  I  faid)  Scrambling  ?  No,  he  fays ;  for  Mrs. 
Gardiner  and  many  Others  faw  her  leap :  But  who  were 
thefe  fever al  Others  ?  Were  they  honeft  Men  ?  And  did 
they  obferve  exa&ly  how  fhe  got  over  ?  I  do  not  find 
thus  much  in  his  Accounts  ;  and  therefore  as  to  thefe 
By-ftanders ,  let  them  be  fo  ftill.  Well,  but  it  feems  Mrs. 
Gardiner  faw  her  leap  :  If  fhe  did,  I  will  believe  it  ;  but 
fhe,  as  I  am  told,  fays  no  fuch  thing,  only  that  fhe  got 
over  Come  how  or  other  very  nimbly .  Neither  do  the  other 
Perfons,  that  I  can  hear,  agree  in  their  Accounts  *  fome 
faying  that  fhe  leaped ,  and  others  that  fhe  leaned  herfelf 
upon  the  Top  of  the  Gate ,  and  fo  threw  her  felf  over.  But 
to  pleafure  Mr.  Bragge ,  we  will  for  once  put  in  the  word 
Leap.  He  fays  then,  that  Anne  Thorne  leaped  over  this 
Gate.  Very  well  *  But  what  does  he  mean  by  Leaping  ? 

Why 
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Why  that  we  may  pretty  well  guefs  at,  when  we  come 
to  confider  the  Notion  he  has  of  Vaulting .  Now  by 
this  I  find  he  underftands  no  more  than 
Comp.  p.  4.  Climbing .  ./tee  Thorns  tells  tis,  that  when 

with  p.  6.  fhe  was  running  to  Hackney- Lane ,{he  Climb¬ 

ed  over  a  Four-barr’d  Gate.  He  tells  us, 
that  the  Gate  which  Anne  Thorne  now  Leaped  over,  was 
the  fame  that  {he  had  before  Vaulted  over  (  meaning,  I 
fuppofe,  the  very  Gate  {he  fpoke  of).  Now,  becaufe  it 
is  not  civil  to  fuppofe  either  Anne  Thorne ,  or  Mr.  Bragge , 
to  be  under  a  Miftake  *  it  muft  therefore  be  granted, 
that  according  to  Mr.  Bragge  s  Account^  Vaulting  and 
Climbing  amount  to  much  the  fame  thing.  If  then 
Vaulting  is  the  fame  with  Climbing ,  why  may  not  Leap¬ 
ing  and  Climbings  or  Leaping  and  Scrambling  be  the  fame, 
fince  it  is  plain  that  Leaping  and  Vaulting  are  the  very 
fame  ?  Well ;  but  whatever  may  be  made  of  this  Re¬ 
lation,  as  it  is  here  fet  down  ;  it  is,  it  feems  very  cer¬ 
tain,  that  Anne  Thorne  did  leap.  For  we  are  told,  f.  8 . 
that  Mr.  Arthur  Chauncy  and  Thomas  Ireland  accompany¬ 
ing  her  from  Stick-gathering,  they  would  have  forced  her 
through  the  open  Gate ;  but  that ,  notwithstanding  all  their,  En¬ 
deavours,  Jhe  was  forced  over  that  which  was  Jhut ,  with  an 
incredible  fwiftnefs .  _  But  all  this  time  we  are  not  told 
whether  {he  leapt  fairly  and  cleanly  over,  or  whether  {lie 
laid  her  Hands,  or  any  other  Part  of  her  Body,  upon  the 
Gate.  Now  if  this  were  all,  this  might  be  done  with 
a  very  great  (and  what  Mr  .Chauncy  perhaps  would  call 
an  incredible )  fwiftnefs  ;  and  that  without  a  Miracle. 
But  at  p.  26.  comes  in  this  Mr.  Arthur  Chauncy  again, 
and  fwears ,  that  {lie  went  over  as  nimbly  as  a  Greyhound . 
That  might  be,  and  nothing  wonderful  in  it  neither  * 
for  I  have  ferpetimes  feen  a  Greyhound  go  over  a  Gate 
very  foberly,  in d  now  and  then  taking  the  Top  of  the 
Gate  in  his  way :  Nay,  but  file  went  over  as  nimbly  as 
ever  he  faw  a  Greyhound  leap  over  fuch  a  Gate.  It  may  per¬ 
haps  be  pleafant  enough  to  Mr.  Chauncy  to  fee,  or  Mn 
Bragge  to  'relate,  how  young  Wenches  can  flirt  over  Bars 
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and  Gates ;  but  I  am  forry  it  was  [worn  to.  A  Nlan  ought 
to  be  more  cautious  when  he  fpeaks  to  the  Truth  of  a 
Fact,  which  in  its  Confequehces,  may  affedf  the  Life  of 
any  Perfon,  than  when  he  relates  a  pleafant  Story  only 
for  his  own  or  his  Company's  Diverfion.  And  yet  by 
his  Manner  of  expreffing  himfelf,  Mr.  Chauncy  feems  to 
have  forgot  the  Place  he  was  in,  and  to  have  told  this 
Story  in  the  fame  merry  and  figurative  Manner,  that  he 
would  have  done  ovef  a  Glafs  of  Wine, 

But  we  will  now  fuppofe  what  Mr.  Bragge  would  have* 
and  admit  that  Anne  'Thorne  did  really  leaf  over  this  Gate* 
and  with  any  fwiftnefs  that  he  can  defire,  ( lefs  I  mean 
than  that  of  a  Greyhound  in  his  full-fpeed) :  We  will, 
I  fay,  admit  all  this,  and  fee  what  Account  can  be  gi¬ 
ven  of  this  Matter.  I  have  before  given  my  Opinion 
concerning  the  Bufinefs  of  Anne  Thorne's  Running,  viz,. 
that  it  might  poffibly  be  occafioned  by  an  Augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Force  of  Mufcular  Motion  from  Common 
Caufes.  Now  if  the  Force  of  the  Mufcles  may  be  fo 
much  increased  this  way,  as  to  enable  a  Perfon  to  run  with 
four  times  the  fwiftnefs  (  or  more  )  that  he  ufiially  can ; 
why  may  not  the  fame  thing  be  faid  of  Leaping ,  fince 
that  depends  mainly  upon  the  Motion  of  the  fame  Parts? 
Infomuch  that  a  Perfon  who  can  leap  any  given  FTeighth 
with  a  given  Velocity,  may  be  enabled  by  the  Augmen¬ 
tation  of  that  Force,  to  leap  at  any  Rate  proportionable 
to  that  Augmentation  ?  I  fee  no  manner  of  Difficulty 
in  this  Suppofition  ;  nor  will  any  one,  I  believe,  who 
underftands  any  thing  at  all  of  the  Animal  Oeeonomy. 
And  although  it  is  not  fo  often  that  we  meet  with  Cales 
of  this  Nature ;  yet  what  I  have  faid  is,  I  hope,  enough 
to  fhow  the  Thing  poffible  ;  and  that  there  is  therefore 
no  fuch  Neceility  upon  thisOccafion  to  have  recourfe  to 

Supernatural  Caufes.  #  f 

By  this  time,  I  hope,  we  are  got  over  this  Five-barr  d 

Gate ,  tho’  I  cannot  fay  with  the  fame  Eafe  and  Expe¬ 
dition  that  Anne  Th$me  is  (aid  to  have  done,  fjowever, 

I  think  we  are  fafely  Landed  on  the  other  Side ,  and 

C  without 
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without  /training  ourfelves  fo  much,  but  that  we  can 
without  much  trouble  proceed  to  the  following  Parts  of 
the  Narrative*  I  /hall  only  flop  here  a  while,  whilft  I 
confider  how  far  Jane  Wenham  is  concerned  in  this  Mat¬ 
ter. 

Now  for  this,  we  are  told,  ( p.  6;)  That  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Anne  Thornes  Fit,  fie  made  Signs  to  Jane  Wen- 
ham 's  Houfe ;  and  afterward  (p.  j.)  when  her  Diforder 
was  over,  and  fhe  had  taken  a  little  Reft,  That  fie  was 
firongly  prompted  to  go  to  Jane  Wenharrw  Houfe ,  faying.  She 
would  have  fome  of  her  Blood .  That  accordingly  /he  did 
go  to  Jane  Wenham's,  and  accufed  her  as  being  the  Caufe 
of  her  Torments  ;  and  more  Words  to  that  purpofe.  This  is 
all  that  I  can  find  with  relation  to  this  Story,  that  fixes 
this  fuppofed  Witchcraft  upon  Jane  Wenham .  But  be- 
caufe  thefe  are  Circumftances,  which  frequently  occur 
throughout  this  whole  Narrative ,  I  /hall,  to  prevent  Re¬ 
petitions,  referve  them  to  be  confidered  by  themfelves 
afterwards.  The  fame  I  /hall  do  with  regard  to  the 

tid's  Recovery  out  of  her  Fits ,  immediately  upon  Jane 
iiham *s  coming  to  her ,  Jane  Wenham’/  Confejfion3  &c. 

.  ,1s,-.'  v  "  1 

We  are  come  now  to  Three  Informations  more,  gi¬ 
ven  in  before  Sir  Henry  Chauncy  •  Where  the  firft  that 
occurs  is  that  of  Sufan  Aylott ,  who  depos’d.  That  about 
1 2  Tears  ago ,  lafi  Chriftmas,  Jhe  was  fent  for  to  the  Wife  of 
Richard  Hafvey,  who  was  then  in  a  very  fir ange  Condition . 
Thiity  as  foon  as  fie  came  thither ,  Jane  Wenham,  having 
followed  her ,  went  under  the  Window ,  and  cried  outy  Why  do 
they  let  this  Creature  lye  here  ?  Why  do  they  not  take  her  and 
hang  her  out  of  the  way  ?  And  that  Night  (it  feenis  )  the 
Sick  Woman  died.  ' 

The  nemt  is  that  of  the  fame  Sufan  Aylott y  who  de- 
pofed  further;.  That  foon  after  this  Jane  Wenham  came  to 
her  Houfe y  and  looking  upon  a  Child  which  lay  upon  her  Lap  • 
andfiroaking  ity  faid ,  Sufan,  you  have  a: fine  Child .  That 

th': 
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Sunday  following,  this  Child  wets  taken  in  a  grievous  Con ~ 
dition,  ft  ark  Diftratted ;  andfo  died  the  Tuefday  follow¬ 
ing. 

The  lad  is  that  of  Thomas  Adams,  who  depofed,  Ifife 
Three  Weeks  or  a  Month  before  Chridmas,  he  met  this 
Jane  Wenham  in  his  Turnip- field,  ftealing  Turnips  •  which 
caufedjoms  Words  between  them .  That  on  Ghriftmas -D^k 
c/  Wx  Sheep  died,  without  any  Signs  of  Illnefs  in  the  Body 
after  it  was  opened.  That  9  or  10  Days  after  died  another  in 
a  moft  unaccountable  manner  ;  and  fiortly  after  two  more  Sheep 
died  alfo,  none  of  them  having  any  Marks  of  any  Difeafe  upon 
them ,  but  being  found  in  all  their  Tarts ,  as  his  Shepherd  in¬ 
form  d  him*  He  fays  further.  That  his  Shepherd  tells  him,  that 
one  other  Sheep  was  taken  ftrangely,  skipping  ,  and  ftanding 
upon  its  Head,  but  in  half  an  Hour  was  well ,  and  continues 
fo.  And  another  Sheep  was  likewife  very  ill  for  two  or  three 
Days,  but  is  now  well  again  :  And  Jane  Wenham  having 
the  Common  Fame  of  a  Witch,  he  does  believe ,  that  if  they 
were  bewitched,  fie  did  bewitch  them .  ■ 

It  were  pity  to  have  parted  thefe  Informations,  they 
are  all  of  them  fo  nearly  related  to  one  another ;  and 
now  after  they  are  thus,  nakedly  fet  downf%  chal¬ 
lenge  the  graved  Man  upon  Earth  to  contain  himfelf 
from  Laughing.  That  any  Man  who  pretends  to  Senfe, 
and  good  Reasoning,  fhould  duff  out  a  Narrative  with 
fuch  palpable  and  confummate  Nonfenfe  !  Does  Mr. 
Bragge  think  there  is  any  Argument  in  all  this  ?  If  not, 
he  might,  one  would  think,  have  been  fo  good  a  Huf- 
band  of  his  own  Time,  and  fo  tender  of  the  Reader’s 
Patience,  as  not  to  have  troubled  him  with  fo  much  Im¬ 
pertinence  :  If  he  does,  it  is  dill  more  wonderful,  how 
any  Man  fhould  be  fo  much  a  Mader  of  his  own  Judg¬ 
ment,  as.  to.  force  it,  fo  much  againd  Common  Reafon, 
to  lubferibe  to  fuch  Conclufions.  A  poor  Woman  lies 
at  the  point  of  Death ;  Jane  Wenham ,  a  foul-mouth’d 
Wretch,  comes  and  Scolds  under  her  Window  ^  The 
$foman  dies  foon  after,  therefore  this  Jane  Wenham  had 
"  '  ‘  C  i'  fee- 
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bewitched  her/  Very  good  !  But  let  us  go  on.  Jane 
Wenham  fees  a  lovely  Child  in  her  Neighbour’s  Lap  ;  (he 
is  tempted  to  ftroke  and  carefs  the  Infant :  Soon  after 
the  Babe  dies  (lark  di  (traded  ;  and  therefore  again  Jam 
Wenham  had  bewitched  it.  What  furprizing  Conclufi- 
ons  are  thefe  ;  and  what  may  not  one  prove  by  this 
way  of  Reafoning?  As  well  might  it  be  (aid*  That  it 
yvas  deftroy’d  by  the  Care  and  Fondpefs  of  its  own  Mo¬ 
ther  ;  or  that  the  Sugar d  Milky  or  Plumb'Cake*  were 
Poyfon*  which  it  had  eaten  the  Day  before. 

But  this,  perhaps  you’ll  fay,  is  more  than  bare  Acci¬ 
dent  :  For  at  p.  28.  we  may  meet  with  another  In- 
ftanGe  of  the  fame  Nature*  Elizabeth  Field  had  a  Nurfe- 
Child*  which  (it  feenjs)  was  alfo  (treked  by  this  Jane 
Wenham  *  and  died  conyulfed  in  fome  (hort  time  after. 
And  may  not  all  this  be*  without  the  Help  of  Witch¬ 
craft  ?  Might  not  Jane  Wenham  have  the  fame  ill  Luck 
twice  in  her  whoje  Life  ?  Alas  !  (he  has  fhown  to  all 
the  World  *  that  (be  can  be  more  than  once  unfortu¬ 
nate.  It  is  not  to  me  in  the  lead  wonderful  *  that  af¬ 
ter  Sufan  Aylott  had  made  that  unlucky  Obfervation  up¬ 
on  her  ff-hild,  that  the  whole  Parifh  fhould  now  begin 
to  fet  their  Heads  at  Work,  to  find  out  Inltances  of  the 
fame  Nature.  And  I  dare  fwear*  that  could  they  have 
found  out  but  one  more  for  Twenty  Years  backward* 
.that  had  died  (as  they  call  it)  in  a  Brange  and  unac¬ 
countable  manner  *  apd  it  cpuld  have  been  prov’d  that 
Jane  Wenham  had  ever  once  touched  it*  they  have  fuch 
an  Opinion  of  Jane  Wenham *  that  they  would  infalli¬ 
bly  have  laid  all  the  Mifchief  at  her  Door.  But  I  will 
here  beg  leave  to  make  one  Enquiry.  Did  ever  Jane 
Wenham  make  any  Tretenfiom  to  this  Power  *  which  is 
here  afcrib’d  to  her  Stroaking  ?  Did  (he  ever  fay*  She 
had  a  Tower  to  defray  thefe  Children  whilft  they  were  well ; 
or  qid  fhc  threaten *  or  for et el  they  fhould  (hortly  dye*  be¬ 
fore  theTirne  that  file  (troaked  them  ?  This  is  wh^t  Mr. 
firagge  pugjjt  to  have  told  us  *  and  have  clearly  prov’d 
';’V'  J  u;.y  ;  ^  :  v-  top* 


( 21  ) 

too  3  had  he  a  mind  to  fay  any  thing  at  all  to  the  Pur- 
pofe.  If  this  had  been  theCafe,and  her  Stroahng  had  had 
the  fame  Effect  for  feveral  times  together  ;  that  would 
indeed  have  gone  a  great  way  towards  proving  ,  that 
file  was  Conscious  of  this  Power  in  her  felf;  and  would 
have  inclin’d  me  to  believe  ,  that  file  had  fome  ,  more 
than  ordinary,  Dealings  with  the  Devil.  But  it  is  fo  far 
from  being  certain  that  fhe  had  any  Defign  of  deftroy- 
ing  thefe  Children,  that  there  are  fome  Circumftances 
in  this  Story  of  Safari  Aylott ,  which  make  the  contra¬ 
ry  more  probable.  For  Jane  Wenham ,  it  feems,  had 
fome  time  before  fallen  out  with  Sufan  Aylott ,  and  had 
now  a  mind  to  reconcile  her  felf  to  her.  This  now  is 
a  Natural  Reafon  enough  ,  why  fhe  fliould  feem  fond 
of  this  Infant ;  fince  every  one  knows ,  that  the  fureft 
way  to  gain  the  Affe&ions  of  the  Parents ,  is  to  fhew  a 
Regard  and  Refped  for  their  Children.  We  do  not  in¬ 
deed  find  the  fame  Circumftance  in  the  Story  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Field ,  but  it  is  very  likely  that  the  Cafe  might  be  the 
fame. 

But  heref  at  laft  comes  the  Wonder  of  Wonders : 
This  poor  Wretch,  Jane  JVenham ,  is  Stealing  of  Tur¬ 
nip  >  to  keep  her  felf  from  Starving.  J.  Adams ,  the 
Owner  of  thefe  Turnips ,  catches  her  in  the  very  Fa<5f, 
chides  her  feverely  ,  and  fends  her  away  Grumbling. 
Some  time  after  this,  here  is  a  lamentable  to  do  among 
the  Sheep  :  Some  dye,  others  are  fick,  and  others  are 
well ;  and  all  this  too  ( as  the  Learned  Shepherd  fays) 
without  any  Signs  of  Diftemper.  Alas  poor  Jane ! 
Now  all  the  World  will  cry  out  againft  thee,as  the  moft 
wicked  and  dangerous  of  thy  Kind.  But  I  pray,  can¬ 
not  a  Sheep  burfi  its  Gut ,  or  have  the  Staggers ,  without 
Maghh  and  Inchantment  ?  I  wifh  Mr.  Braggs  would  be 
pleas’d  to  publifh  the  Hiftory  of  the  Life  and  Death  of 
thefe  Sheep ,  that  we  may  know  their  Cafes  exactly.  And 
fince  to  much  depends  upon  a  juft  Account  pf  the 
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Sheep  of  the  Parifh  3  I  fhould  be  heartily  glad  to  hear 
that  he  was  chofen  Biographer  to  all  the  Flocks. 

But  we  need  not  ftay  any  longer  to  expofe  thefe 
Fooleries  ,  which  do  fo  effectually  expofe  tbemfelves. 
The  Subject  is  inviting ;  but  hark  !  I  am  call’d  away 
by  a  Legion  of  foul  Monfters  like  Cats :  They 
P.  17.  /peak  to  me  ;  they  tell  me  1  mufigo.  Surely  they 
muft  be  the  Ambaffadors  of  Satan,,  they  fcratch 
fo ,  and  make  fuch  a  hellijh  Noife  !  They  muft  be  the 
Imps  of  Mother  Wenham  ,  their  Features  do  fo  exactly 
refemble  her  !  ’Tis  certainly  fo !  They  are  arm’d  too 
with  Knives  and  Razors,  and  tempt  me  to  flab  my  felf, 
or  to  cut  my  Throat.  Oh'  where  is  Mr.  Chauncy ,  that 
Scourge  of  Devils ,  and  of  Cats !  Look  ,  look.  Sir  ! 
That,,  that’s  Mother  Wenham  ;  kill  her,  and  the  Charm 
is  broke!  But,  whither  am  I  going Let  me  recover 
my  Senfes  a  little  ,■  left  I  grow  mad  too  >  and  furnifh 
Mr.  Bragge  with  Materials:  for  a  Second  Narrative.  To 
be  ferious  then  :  Tljiis  Story  of  the  Cats  is  fo  ridiculous, 
that  ipethinksl  know  not  who  to  pity  moft,  whether  the 
poor  diflracled Creature,  or  Mr.  Bragge,  who  has  thought  it 
worth  his  while  to  infiftupon  it,as  a  Proof  of  his  pretended 
Witchcraft,  What,  I  would  fain  know,  can  any  one  con¬ 
clude  from  fuch  Relations  as  thefe  ?  Here  is  a  poor  /hatter  d 
Wretch,  who  tells  us  fhe  fees  Cats,  with  Faces  like  Mo¬ 
ther  Wenham,  which  fpeak  to  her,  and  threaten  to  tor-, 
ment  her :  And  from  hence  we  are  taught  to  conclude* 
that  this  Wenham  is  a  Witch  ,  and  that  Anne  Thorne  is  be¬ 
witched  by  her  !  This  is  lo  exadly  like  Mr.  Bragge ’$  way 
,  of  Reafoning,;that;had X  feen  it  any  where  elfe,  I  fhould 
i  no  more  have  doubted  whether  or  no  it  belong’d  to  him, 
than  Anne  Thome  could  doubt  who  the  Cats  belong’d  to, 
when  fhe  obferved  their  Features.  The  Reader  will 
eafily  obferve,  how  rich  a.  Vein  of.  fuch  Arguments  as 
thefe  runs  thro’ this  whole  Narrative.  But  pray,  let 
us  'examine  a  little  into  the  Cir  cum  fiances  of  this 
Story 7  "  ‘ 

.  '  •  -  1  -  ** 
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Anne  Thorne,  it  feems,  fees  a  thing  like  a  Cat »  far  * 
Cat  it  could  not  be,  becaufe  it  fpoke  to  her.  But  how 
I  would  know,  can  we  be  allured  of  all  this  ,  fince  it 
depends  fo  entirely  upon  Anne  Thorne's  Teftimony  ?  Was 
any  one  with  Anne  Thome  at  any  time  ,  when  Ihe  faid 
fte  faw  thefe  Cats  ?  Yes,  it  feems,  James  Burville  has 
given  in  upon  Oath,  in  open  Court,  That  he  •was  prefent 
fever al  times  when  Anne  Thome  [aid  Jhe  faw  Cart  about  her 
Bed :  And  more  he  would  have  attefied ,  hut  this  was 
thought  fufficient  hy  the  Court .  But  what  Was  this  I  p.  2o 
wbu’d  fain  know  that  he  would  have  attefied  further  ?  ** 

Was  it  that  he  was  fen fible  of  any  Cats  being  in  the 
Chamber  when  Anne  Thorn  faid  fhe  faw  them*?  Was  it 
that  he  heard  them  fpeak  to  Anne  Thorne,  and  was  fare 
that  file  was  not  deceived  ?  Not  one  Word  of  this  do 
we  find  either  of  him  or  of  ’  any  one  elfe,  throughout  this 
whole  Narrative.  I  do!  not  wonder  that  the  Court  was 
tired  out  with  hearing  fo  many  palpable  Abfurdities  • 
but  methinks  Mr.  Bragge ,  who  believes  all  this  Story  of 
the  Cats  to  be  true,  and  is  fo  very  angry  with  thofe  who 
do  not,(hould  have  been  fo  much  at  leifure,zs  to  have  told  us 
what  James  BurviUe  had  more  to  fay.  If  the  Court  had 
heard  enough  to  ferve  their  turn,theReader  has  notin  this 
Account  enough  to  ferve  his  •  and  therefore  he  ought  to 
have  examined  Jarj^s  Burvilie,  and  to  have  fet  down 
whethei  or  no  he  faw  and  heard  any  Cats  fpeak  at  the 
fame  time  that  Anne  Thorne  faid.  She  Both  faw  and  heard 
them. '^Whether  this  Negled  was  the  EfFe&  of  Defign, 
vt  Stupidity,  I  cannot  fay:  It  is  however  Demonftra- 
tion  to  me,  that  Mr.  Bragge  knows  very  well  that  James 
Burville  never  faw  nor'  heard  any  Cats  at  all,  at  that 
time  ;  for  had  he  been  affured  of  the  Contrary*  fach  is 
his  Zeal  in  this  Caufe,  that  he  could  not  poflibly  have 
prevailed  upon  himlelf,  not  to  have  told  us  of  it. 

Well!  bufit  feems  Mr.  Chauncey,  James  Burville,  and 
others,  did  at  other  times  frequently  fee  Creatures  like 
Cats.  It  is  very  like  lo,  and  it  is  probable  they  were 
Cats',  for  I  do  not  find  any  thing  here  that  fbows  the 

contrary 
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Contrary.  They  did  not  appear  to  them  as  they  did  to 
Anne  Thorne  ;  they  had  no  Knives  nor  Razors  in  their 
Paws  *  they  fcratch  d  and  fluent  d  indeed  we  are  told, 
as  Gats  do,  but  I  do  not  hear  that  they  were  able  to 
fpeak  one  Syllable.  Befides,  Mr.  Chauncey  kill’d  one  of 
thefe  (P.  which  is  a  mifchance  I  am  fure  the  De¬ 
vils  Ire,  not  lubjed  to.  If  Mr.  Bragge  will  fay  that 
thefe  were  true  Cats ,  but  fent  upon  the  Devil  s  Errand, 
I  will  fay  fomething  if  he  can  prove  that,  and  tell  me 

what  Errand  they  came  upon. 

But  perhaps  he  will  tell  us  that  thefe  were  not  all  of  a 
Sort  but  a  mixture  of  Cats  and  of  Devils  5  becaufe  James 
Barville,  and  Thomas  Ireland,  fa w  One  or  Two  of  them 
Which  had  Faces  like  Jane  Wenham. But  alas  poor  James  ! 
Thou  art  as  mad  almoll  as  Anne  Thorne  her  felf!  Jane 
Wenham  has  already  feiz’d  thee,  and  marked  thee  out  for 
Nancy’s  Husband !  However, I  am  here  methinks  very  de- 
firous  to  know  when  it  ovas  that  thefe  Cats  ovcrefecn.  I  mean, 
whether  in  the  Night  or  in  the  Day  ;  for  if  it  was  in  the 
Night  the  difference  between  the  Face  of  a  Cat  and 
that  of  an  Old  Woman  is  not  fo  very  difcernable  but  that 
thev  may  poffibly  be  miftaken  for  one  another,  efpeci- 
ally  by  thofe  fas  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  thele  to 
have  been)  who  are  very  ftrongly  adted  by  the  Force  of 
Imagination.  I  cannot  fay,  for  my  part  who  could 
have  been  fecure  from  making  the  fame  Miftake,  if  he 
had  for  fo  long  time  been  feared  almoll  out  of  his  Vt  its 

by  Witches  and  Wenhams.  .  ,  . 

But  it  will  be  time  enough  to  look  out  for  a  Solution 
of  this,  when  we  are  well  affured  of  the  truth  of  the 
Relation  :  at  prefent  the  Story  looks  fo  very  ill  that  I 
cannot  forbear  fufpeaing  feme  Roguery  And  to  julli- 
fv  me  in  this  Sufpicion,  I  would  defire  the  Reader  to  ob- 
ferve  how  the  Story  of  the  Cats  Hands,  befoie,  at,  and 
after,"  the  Affixes.  The  firft  Account  that  we  have  of 
c  t,  is  at  p  I?.  where  Anne  Thorn  tells  us,  that  fhe  law 
Cats  appear  to  her,  telling  her  jhe  mufgo  At  the .fame 
rime  too,  there  was,  it  feems,  a  diimal  Noife  of  Cats 


heard  about  the  Houfe,  accompanyed  with  Scratching s 
under  the  Windojvs,  and  at  the  Doors  ;  and  thcfe  Cat* 
were  feen  fometimes  'Three  or  Four  in  a  Company ,  by  Mri 
Chauncy  ,  James  Burhille*  Thomas  Ireland ,  and  others* 
The  next  is  at  F.  20,  but  here  was  nothing  feen  of,  or 
heard  from  them,  but  Screamings  and  Scratchings  at  the 
Doors ,  as  before.  The  laft  is  at  P.  2%.  where  Anne  Thorn 
gives  in  upon  Oath,  that  on  the  26th  of  February  in 
the  Morning,  fhe  faw  a  Cat  fitting  in  the  Window* 
which  fpoke  to  her,  and  told  her  fhe  fhould  have  more 
Pins :  And  this  is  all  the  Account  we  have  of  Cats  be¬ 
fore  the  Try  ah  Till  then  therefore,  it  is  plain,  that 
we  have  no  Evidence  of  any  Cats  appearing  with  Jane 
Wenhamh  Face ,  neither  from  Anne  Thorn ,  nor  any  other 
Perfon  ;  neither,of  their  Speaking  do  we  know  anything 
more  than  what  Anne  Thom  has  told  us.  And  indeed  it 


is  what  I  could  not  but  obferve, that  the  Speaking  of  thefe 
Cats  does  wholly  depend  upon  her,  and  Anne  Streets  Evi¬ 
dence,  there  being  not  fo  much  as  One  Perfon  befides, 
that  I  remember,  who  is  faid  to  have  heard  any  thing  of 
this  Nature.  But  to  go  on  :  When  the  Tryal  comes  on, 
there  we  have  the  firft  Account  of  Cats  being  feen  with 
the  Face  of  Jane  Wenham ,  and  of  her  converfing  p 
with  the  Devil  in  the  fliape  of  a  Cat.  And  after  1  * 

<the  Tryal,  we  have  Legions  of  them  poured  in  upon  us, 
almoft  in  evejjy  Page.  The  Reader  may  eafiiy  fatisfy 
himfelf  of  the  Truth  of  this,  if  he  will  but  call  his 


Eye  upon  that  part  of  the  FJarrative  which  comes  after 
the  Tryal.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  refer  to  the  Story 
particularly,  there  being  hardly  one  of  them' which  has 
not  a  fpeaking  Cat  belonging  to  it. 

From  this  Obfervation  then  there  arifes  a  very  natu¬ 
ral  ana  obvious  JHtery,  viz.  Whence  comes  this  change 
of  the  Scene  and  of  the  Aiders  ?  Why  fo  many  Cats  at 
and  after  •  And  why  fo  few  before  the  Tryal  ?  'Why  plain 
Cats  with  Cats  Faces  and  Cats  Voices  before  •  And  why 
Cats  with  Jane  TVenhands  Face  and  Human  Voices  after¬ 


wards  ?  The  plain  Account  feems  to  be  this ;  They  had 

D  like 
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like  to  have  been  bubbled  of  their  Witch ,  by  the  Miltake^ 
for  perhaps  the  Aft)  of  him  who  drew  up  the  Indictment . 
For  fome  of  them  having  unluckily  mentioned  the  Story 
which  Anne  Thorne  told  of  the  Cats  fpeaking  to  her,  the 
whole  ftrefs  of  the  Caufe  (as  Mr.  Bragge  pathetically 
complains)  was  thrown  upon  this,  and  Jane  Wenhatn  was 
accordingly  indicted  only  for  ccnverfing  familiarly 
P.m.  with  the  Devil  under  the  fhape  of  a  Cat.  This  had 
like  to  have  fpoiled  all.  Their  Caufe  now  hands 
upon  a  Falfe  Bottom ,  and  unlefs  they  can  fome  way  or 
other  fupport  it,  muft  inevitably  fall  to  the  Ground  ; 
What  therefore  is  now  to  be  done  ?  Muft  they  drop  the 
Indictment,  and  fet  the  whole  World  a  Laughing  ?  Or 
nuift  they  now  wade  (as  the  Provefb  fays)  through  thick 
and  thin,  and  fupport  the  Indictment  as  well  as  they  can  ? 
This larcer,  it  feems,  was  thought  raoft  advifeable  ;  and 
to  this  purpofe  in  come  Four  Witneffes,  viz,.  Thomas 
'Ireland,  James  BurviUe,  Uriah  Wright,  and  Thomas  Har¬ 
vey.  The  Two  former  fwore  diredfly.  That  they 
B*  29.  faw  Cats  with  Faces  like  Jane  Wenham.  The  1  wo 
latter,  that  they  asking  Jane  Wenham  once,  in 
what  fhape  the  Devil  us  d  to  appear  to  her,  (he  replyed, 

1  that  Jhe  fancy* d  him  to  he  a  Cat.  Flow  that  Thomas 
hld°  Ireland  and  James  BurviUe  fhould  fee  thefe  Cats  with 
Jane  Wenham ?s  Face  before  the  Tryal,and  that  we  fhould 
iict  hear  One  Syllable  of  this  ftrange  Sight  till  then,  is 
to  me  a  thing  very  wonderful.  But  there  is  fomething 
particular  in  the  Evidence  of  Uriah  Wright,  and  Thomas 
Harvey,  which  X  defire  the  Reader  to  obferve,  viz* 
That  this  Information  of  theirs  about  the  Cat,  which 
was  given  at  the  Affixes,  was  an  Addition  to  the  Infor¬ 
mation  given  in  before  to  Sir  Henry  Chauncey.  That  In¬ 
formation,  as  you  may  find  it  P,  21.  ftands  thus  5  Uriah 
Wright  of  Walkerne  faith  upon  Oath,  That  on  Sunday  la  ft  was 
Sevenhht,  he  ask* d  Jane  Wenham  whither  Jhe  had  feen 
\he  Devil  or  no  ?  Shes  the  f aid  Jane  Wenhatn,  anfwered, 
'She  had  feen  him  following  her $  when  (he  has  looked  over  her 
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Shoulder,  and  when  Jhe  turned  her  felf  round  he  vanijhed 
away.  This  Information  was  alfo  then  fworn  to  by  Tho* 
mas  Harvey.  Now  at  the  Affixes,  thefe  two  Perfons  again 
attefted  the  Subftance  of  the  fame  Inform  at  ion, and  v 
added,  that  they  ask'd  the  Prifoner  in  what  Shape  the  *  2^8 
Devil  us  d  to  appear  to  her ,  and  (he  faid  Jhe  fancy  d  him 
to  he  a  Cat.  Now  is  it  not  very  ftrange  and  incredible, 
that  thefe  Perfons  fiiouid  have  heard  from  Jane  Wenham , 
that  the  Devil  us'd  to  appear  to  her  in  the  Jhape  of  a  Cat,  and 
yet  that  they  Ihould  lay  nothing  of  it  in  their  Informal 
tion  given  before  Sir  Henry  Chauncy  ?  Is  it  any  way  like¬ 
ly,  that  they  fhould  have  taken  no  notice  of  fo  material 
a  Circumftance  as  this,  if  they  had  known  anything  of 
it  ?  I  know  not  what  Mr.  Bragge  may  think  on?t,  but  to 
me  it  loooks  fo  very  much  like  Knavery,  that  I  hardly 
know  howto  think  any  thing  better  concerning  it. 

To  draw  up  therefore  the  whole  Evidence  with  rela¬ 
tion  to  this  Story  in  a  very  fiort  compafs.  Here  is  not 
one  Soul  befides  the  Girl  her  felf,  that  pretends  ever  to 
have  heard  any  Cats  fpeak.  Here  are  but  Two  that 
ever  faw  any  with  Jane  Wenham's-Face ,  and  this  was 
not  mention’d  till  the  Witch  was  upon  her  Tryah  And 
here  are  but  Two  neither  which  heard  Jane  Wenham  fay 
the  Devil  us'd  to  appear  to  her  in  the  Jhape  of  a  Cat. This  like<* 
wife  was  not  fo  much  as  touch'd  upon  (although  they 
had  all  the  reafon  in  the  World  to  have  mentioned  itj 
before  the  Tryal ,  when  they  were  affured,  that  the 
whole  ft  refs  of  the  Caufe  depended  upon  that  Bottom* 
And  amongft  all  thefe,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  one  of 
the  Perfons  of  Credit ;  no  Mr.  Gardiner ,  no,  Mrs,  Gar* 
diner  ;  no  Mr.  Strut j  no  Mr.  Chauncey  *  nay,  not  evert 
Mr.  Bragge  himfelf,  but  all  ignorant  and  illiterate  Fel¬ 
lows.  So  that  of  thefe  Four  Witneffes  Two  were  pre¬ 
cluded,  having  long  before  given  in  the  fame  Informa¬ 
tion,  without  mentioning  any  Cat.  And  the  other 
Two  have  great  reafon  to  be  fufpe&ed,  having  never  fo 
much  as  hinted  that  they  faw  anyCats  before  theTryal, 
and  being  iikewife  thofe  very  Fellows  that  wereMamed 
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to  the  two  Wenches  fome  time  after.  And  now  I  will 
leave  the  World  to  judge  of  Mr.  Bragge  s  Understanding 
and  Mode  fly,  who  could  tell  us,  Page  24.  That  he  thought 
himfelf  Sufficient  to  prove  even  this  (  meaning  Jane  Wen - 
ham's  converfmg  with  the  Devil  in  the  Shape  of  a  Cat) 
by  two  or  three  V/itnejfes. 

There  remains  now  but  one  Cir'cumftance  more  to 
be  confidered  with  relation  to  this  Story.  Mr  .Bragge 
(in  order  to  fliow,  I  fuppofe,  that  thefe  Cats  of  his  were 
mere  Devils ,  )  tells  us,  Page  17.  That  Mr .  Chauncy  ha¬ 
ving  a  fair  Opportunity  to  ftrike  them,  found  himfelf  not  able 
to  move  his  Arm .  -  The  only  Anfwer  that  I  (ball  give  to 
this,  fhall  be  by  relating  a  Story ,  which  Mr.  Bragge  has 
thought  fit  to  conceal,  not  only  by  faffing  it  over  in  Si¬ 
lence^  but,  what  is  much  worfe,  by  mifreprefenting  it . 
Page  20.  he  gives  us  an  Account  of  Mrs.  Gardiners  lea¬ 
ving  her  Houle  upon  the  17th  of  February,  becaufe,  as 
he  (aid,  foe  defpaired  of  her  Maid's  Life ,  and  was  tired  out 
-with  Grief  and  Fat  igue,  and  was  no  longer  able  to  endure  fuch 
fad  Sights.  M v.  Bragge  had  indeed  fome  Reafon  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  Truth  here  •  for  had  it  been  told  it  would  have 
deftroyed  Anne  Thornes  Evidence,  by  flowing  how  far 
wifer  People  than  fie,  are  fubject  to  the  Power  of  Ima¬ 
gination  in  thefe  Cafes.  The  Story,  as  I  have  had  it 
credibly  reported  to  me,  is  this. 

Mrs.  Gardiner  being  tired  with  watching  for  the  crook¬ 
ed  Pins,  (  the  Story  of  which  you  have  P.  19,  20.)  left 
the  Company,  and  went  into  the  Parlour  to  drink  a 
Dijh  of  Tea  with  her  Elusband  and  a  young  Lady,  who 
was  then  in  the  Houfe  with  her.  When  the  Tea  was 
brought  in,  flic  fent  to  Mr.  Chauncy  to  know  il  he  would 
drink. a  Diih  with  her.  He  came  to  her  ;  and  the  young 
Lady  thinking  fie  obferved  fome  Diforder  in  Mr. 
Chauncy ,  faid  "to  Mrs.  Gardiner,  Don’t  you  think  Mr. 
’  Chauncy  looks  veryTll?  Upon  which  Mrs.  Gardiner  asked 
him  how  he  found  himfelf?  He  faid.  Pretty  well ;  but 
left  the  Room,  and  immediately  fent  for  Mr.  Gardiner 
to  come  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  he  was  in  fuch  a 

Condi- 
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Condition,  as  he  never  was  in  before  in  all  his  Life,  and 
could  not  tell  but  it  was  his  Turn  to  fuffer.  Mr.  Gardi~ 
ner  fent  for  his  Wife,  and  fhe  gueffing  at  his  Cafe,  fent 
for  a  Bottle  of  Brandy  ;  and  as  the  Bottle  loft  its  Spi¬ 
rits,  Mr.  Chauncy  recovered  his;  In  the  mean  time,  the 
young  Lady,  who  was  left  alone,  began  to  find  a  Roam - 
ing  in  her  Head  too .  For  it  feems  Mrs,  Gardiners  Daugh¬ 
ter  (  who  had  the  keeping  of  the  Inchanted  Tins,  and  was 
called  away  by  her  Mother  )  had  left  the  Pins  in  the 
Lady’s  Hands ;  which  began  to  work  immediately  ;  and 
when  Mrs.  Gardiner  returned,  fhe  found  her  in  a  Swoon 
upon  the  Floor.  Her  likewife  Mrs.  Gardiner  recovered 
by  the  help  of  burnt  Feathers,  and  fuch  common  Re¬ 
medies.  But  no  fooner  was  fhe  well  awake,  but  fhe 
fwooned  a  fecond  time,  and  was  with  more  Difficulty 
recovered.  Thefe  were  the  fad  Sights,  which  Mrs.G^r- 
diner  could  no  longer  bear  ,•  and  though  her  Courage 
had  hitherto  held  out  beyond  them  all ,  file  thought  it 
was  time  to  leave  her  Quarters,  when  fhe  found  the 
whole  Family  running  Mad.  And  now  Mr.  Bragge 
may  make  what  Advantage  he  pleafes  of  Mr.  Chauncy  s 
not  being  able  to  ftrike  his  Cats. 

1  had  like  to  have  forgotten  one  Story  of  the  Cats, 
which  I  fhould  have  been  very  loth  to  have  done,  it 
being  fo  good  a  Specimen  of  Mr.  Bragge  s  exaBnefs.  He 
tells  US, Page  23.  of  Mr.  Chauncy* s  killing  a  Cat  that  knocked 
at  the  Door.  All  that  we  can  reafonably  gather  from 
which,  is.  That  Mr.  Chauncy  hearing  a  Noife  at  the 
Door,  went  out  to  fee  what  was  the  Matter,  and  finding 
no-body  there  but  a  poor  Cat ,  fell  into  a  Paffion,  and 
knockt  it  o’th’Head.  Mr.  Bragge ,  1  fuppofe,  mention’d 
the  Circumftance  of  her  knocking,  as  an  Argument  that 
this  Cat  was  a  Fiend  come  upon  Mother  Wenhams  Er¬ 
rand  ;  but  he  ought  at  leaft  to  have  offer’d  at  one  Proof 
to  fhow  that  fhe  did  knock ,  and  not  contented  himfelf 
barely  with  faying  fo.  Whether  a  Man  ought  to  be 
charged  with  Folly  or  Impudence,  who  writes  after  this 
fafhion,  I  do  not  fey  ;  Be  the  Reafon  what  it  will. 
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it  deferves  I  think  to  be  marked  out  as  fomething  very 
extraordinary. 

And  now  we  have  done  with  the  Story  of  the  Cats, 
which  I  fuppofe  the  Reader  has  obferved  to  be  one  of 
the  moft  wretched  Arguments  that  ever  was  thought  of 
to  fupport  a  Charge  of  Witchcraft.  Here  is  not  fo  much 
as  one  Proof  that  can  fhow,  that  there  was  any  thing 
more  in  this  whole  Story,  than  'That  at  the  time  of  Anne 
Thorne5*  Illnefs ,  a  Number  of  Cats  were  feen  and  heard  to 
fqueak ,  and  make  a  Difiurbance ,  about  Mr.  Gardiner5*  Houfe . 
But  this  is  not  all  the  Weaknefs  and  Abfurdity,  that  is 
to  be  obferved  here ;  for  admitting  all  to  be  true  that 
has  been  faid  and  fworn  to,  viz,.  That  there  were  really 
Cats  feen  with  Jane  Wenham’*  Face ,  and  heard  to  fpeak  : 
Admitting,  I  fay,  all  this,  I  would  yet  deli  re  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  how  all  this  proves  any  Witchcraft  upon  Jane 
Wenham.  The  fp  caking  of  the  Cats ,  I  fuppofe,  will  not 
be  infilled  upon,  becaufe  other  Folks  are  able  to  fpeak 
befides  Jane  Wenham  •  Their  appearing  with  her  Face ,  is 
the  thing,  which,  if  any  can,  mull  do  the  bufinefs.  I 
will  not  here  ftay  to  enquire,  whether  the  Perfons  who 
faw  thefe  Cats ,  had  fo  much  skill  in  Fhyfiognomy ,  as  to 
be  able  to  diftinguifh,  at  a  Glance,  the  Face  of  Jane 
Wenham  from  that  of  any  other  Old  Woman  ;  becaufe 
I  have  in  my  Suppofition  admitted  it  to  be  true,  that 
thefe  Cats  were  feen  with  the  Face  of  Jane  Wenham  : 
But  then  I  muft  ask  how  the  Devils ,  appearing  in  the 
Shape  of  a  Cat,  with  Jane  Wenham7 s  Face,  is  an  Argu¬ 
ment  to  ftow,  that  Ihe  is  a  Witch .  I  fee  no  Connexion 
that  there  is  between,  the  Devil's  appearing  in  her  Shape , 
and  her  making  any  League  or  Contrail  with  him .  If  the 
v  Devil  is  able  to  take  Jane  Wenham7 s  Shape  upon  him,  it 

likely  he  is  able  to  take  upon  him  whole  Shape  he 
pleafes ;  and  if  fo,  I  am,  I  muft  confefs,  not  fo  well 
skilled  in  thefe  Matters  as  to  be  able  to  fay,  upon  what 
Terms  he  is  pleafed  to  do  fo ;  and  therefore  cannot  aft 
fore  my  fdf,  but  he  may  appear  in  the  Shape  of  any 

innocent 
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Innocent  Per fon.,  if  he  fees  fit.  If  Mr.  Efagge  thinks  o- 
therwife,  I  do  infift  upon  it,  that  he  would  demonftrate 
to  me  ,  That  the  Devil  never  made  ufe  of  his  Shape  to  pro¬ 
mote  any  ill  Defign . 

The  next  remarkable  Story  is  that  of  the 
Tins  •  which,  I  muft  confefs,  were  it  as  clear-  P.  19,, 
ly  proved  in  all  its  Gircumftances,  as  it  is  confi¬ 
dently  afferted,  I  fnould  look  upon  to  be  fomething  ve¬ 
ry  extraordinary.  That  there  were  great  Numbers  of 
Pins  feen  in  the  Maid’s  Hands ,  we  cannot  reafonably 
queftion,  it  being  a  thing  fo  very  well  attefted  :  But  as 
to  the  Means  by  which  they  are  laid  to  be  convey’d 
thither,  in  this  (I  muft  confefsj  the  Relation  does  not 
fo  well  fatisfy  me.  Mr.  Chauncy  fays ,  That  a  Pin  came 
into  her  Fingers  he  knows  not  how  ;  and  that  I  think  may 
very  well  be,  zndi  Anne  Thorne  not  be  bewitched  neither. 
But  he  fays  further.  That  (he  pluck'd  a  Pin  out  no  where , 
nor  had  it  in  her  Hands  before.  But  how  does  he  know 
all  this  ?  Why  ,  I  fuppofe,  becaufe  he  did  not  fee  it. 
But  is  Mr.  Chauncy  fo  much  of  an  Argus  ,  that  nothing 
could  pollibly  be  done,  but  that  he  muft  fee  it  ?  Mr. 
Bragge  will  fay,  perhaps,  That  he  watch’d  her  fo  very 
narrowly  ,  that  he  muft  of  Neceffity  have  feen  thefe 
Pins,  if  flie  had  any.  But  what  was  it  he  watch  d  her 
for,  I  would  fain  know  ?  Why,  without  doubt,  to  fee 
that  fhe  might  not  flip  any  Pins  into  her  Hands  flily. 
Did  therefore  Mr.  Chauncy  know ,  that  there  would  after¬ 
wards  be  Pins  found  in  her  Hands  ?  No,  this  could  not 
be  ;  for  this  is  the  firft  time  we  read  of  any  Pins  ;  and 
it  is  therefore  likely,  that  he  did  not  think  of  any,  u n- 
lefs  he  himfelf  were  a  Conjurer.  There  was  then  no 
manner  of  Reafon  in  the  World,  why  Mr.  Chauncy 
fhould  watch  this  Maid  fo  very  narrowly  :  Neither,  af¬ 
ter  all,  do  I  find  by  this  Relation,  that  he  was  fo  very 
exacft  in  his  Obfervation  ,  as  that  he  could  be  able  to 
fay  with  fo  much  Affurance ,  that  jhe  plucked  this  Pin 
cut  no  where ,-  nor  had  it  in  her  Hands  before.  Did 
obferve  all  her  Motions  for  an  Hour,  2,  or  %  toge¬ 
ther  ? 
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the r  ?  Did  he  open  all  her-  Fingers  feverally,  before 
this  Pin  appear’d  ?  He  does  not,  he  cannot  fay  all  this  ; 
and  therefore  I  think  Mr.  Chauncy  s  Evidence  about  thefe 
pins,  is  lefs  worth  than  the  Pins  themfelves.  But  then, 
to  put  the  Matter  beyond  Difpute  ,  we  are  told,  that 
the  Day  following  being  in  another  of  her  Fits ,  fhe 
was  feen  to  have  more  Pins  ;  alt  ho’  ,  at  the  fame  time , 
Care  was  taken  that  not  fo  much  as  a  Bin  was  in  any  of  her 
Cloaths .  This  I  very  much  doubt.  For  after  all  the 
Care  that  was  taken  about  this  .Matter ,  it  is  very  poffi- 
ble  flie  might  notwithstanding  have  Pins  in  her  Cloaths, 
where  they  might  not  be  able  to  find  them.  But  flip- 
poking  fhe  had  none  in  any  of  her  Cloaths  ;is  Mr .Bragge 
affur’d  fhe  had  none  any  where  elfe  ?  Was  the  Chair ,  or 
Bed  whereon  fhe  fat,  fo  carefully  examined,  that  it  can 
pofitiveiy  befaid  there  was  none  there  ?  And  isM v. Bragge 
Jure  that  there  was  none  of  the  By-flanders ,  who  had 
any  Defign  of  Impofing  upon  the  World,  and  who  did 
not  fecretly  convey  thefe  Pins  to  her  ?  Thefe,  and  feve- 
ral  Queftions  may  be  ask’d  ,  and  ought  to  be  refolv'd, 
before  we  can  determine  our.felves  upon  the  prefent 
Cafe.  Thefe  Mr.  Bragge  has  taken  no  notice  oft  And 
if  1  may  fpeak  what  I  think  ,  I  believe  they  are  fuch 
as  he  cannot  anfwer  •  and  therefore  he  muft  excufe 
me  if  I  cannot,  upon  fuch  an  imperfect  Story  as  this, 
be  immediately  brought  to  clofe  in  with  his  Opinion. 
But  he  fays  further  ftill,  7 hat  the  Girl’s  Hands  were  pin- 
nion  d  ;  and  that  even  then  fhe  feemed  to  receive  and  f ivallovj 
fomething.  That,  I  think,  fhe  might  do,  and  yet  nei¬ 
ther  receive  nor  fwallow  any  thing  at  all.  Had  there 
been  Two  or  Three  Credible  Wicneffes ,  that  had  feen 
thefe  Pins  come  dancing  in  the  Air  ,  and  jumping  into  her 
Mouth  ,  this  indeed  would  have  fomething  ftartled  me. 
But  Ido  not  find  by  Mr.  Bragge, that  any  Pins  were  ever 
feen  in  the  Air  at  all  ;  nay,  not  in  her  Mouth ,  after  her 
Hands  were  pinnion’d.  He  fays  indeed,  that  George 
Chapman  clapp’d  his  Hand  before  the  A4aid’s  Mouth  ,  and  felt 
one  fir  iking  again ji  his  Hand .  But  feeling  and  feeing  are 
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Two  different  Things.  Did  he  fee  it,  I  ask ;  arid 
know  it  was  a  Pin  ?  No,  he  did  not ;  (  as  I  had  it  from 
his  own  Mouth  )  Neither  is  he  certain  whether  it  was  a 
Pin  or  no  :  Something  he  did  feel ;  but  whether  it  were 
a  Pin,  or  any  thing  elfe,  he  cannot  affirrii. 

I  have  faid  as  much  as  I  think  neceffary  to  be  faid 
upon  this  Subject  After  which  I  mult  again  own,  that 
was  every  Circumftance  of  this  Story  fo  clearly  made 
out,  as  it  is  neceffary  it  fhould,  before  it  ought  to  be  be¬ 
lieved,  I  fliould  look  upon  it  to  be  a  thing  very  extra¬ 
ordinary.  But  I  cannot  here  be  without  fome  fufpicion 
of  Cheat  and  Impofture:  It  is  a  Matter  of  a  very  vari¬ 
ous  and  complicated  Nature,  and  there  are  fo  many 
Circumftances  wanting  in  the  Relation,  that  themoft 
I  can  at  prefent  do  for  Mr.  Bragge  is  to  fufpend  my  Faith 
concerning  it. 

But  if  it  fhould  now  be  granted,  that  thefe  Pins  were 
conveyed  to  Anne  Thorn  by  the  power  of  fome  evil  Spi¬ 
rit,  I  believe  it  would  yet  be  very  difficult  to  find  any 
thing  in  this  Inftance,  which  would  be  fufficient  to 
prove  Witchcraft  upon  Jane  Wenham ;  All  that  can  herd 
be  pretended  in  order  to  this  i$*  That  it  was  taken 
notice  of  by  Two  Men  who  fat  up  with  hey,  that  in  P.  2 O; 
the  Evening  Jhe  pull  d  out  her  Pincufrion  7vhich  was 
full  of  Pins ,  and  that  in  the  Morning  when  Jhe  produc’d  it  , 
again  they  were  all  gone $  and  that  jhe  wanted  a  Pin  to  pin  up 
her  Gown .  Now  not  to  difpute  here  whieher  this  be  a 
fufficient  proof,  that  thofe  Pins  which  Anne  Thorne  was 
feen  to  have  were  the  very  fame  Pins  that  came  off  jam 
JVenhafns  Cufhion,  (which  yet  may  very  reafonably  be 
demanded)  Not  to  difpute  this  I  fay,  I  would  only  de- 
fire  to  be  inform’d  of  Mr.  Bragge  now  it  follows.  That 
becaufe  the  Devil  took  Pins  off  jane  IVenharn  s  Cufhion 
and  brought  them  to  Anne  Thorne ,  howj  I  fay,  it  follows 
from  hence,  that  jane  Wenhatn  had  made  any  League  or 
Contract  with  him  ?  If  the  Devil  was  fo  dextrous  as  to 
put  Pins  into  .Anne  Thome’s  Hands  after  fo  fecret  and  invi- 
Jible  a  manner,  as  Mr.  Bragge  fuppofes,  it  is  not  I  think 
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much  to  be  queftion’d  but  he  could  by  the  fame  fecret 
and  trivifible  manner  take  them  away  from  Jane  Wmham  ; 
and  I  do  not  take  the  Devil’s  Conscience  to  be  fo  very 
fqiteamljb ,  as  that  he  can  think  himfelf  obliged.,  when 
he  is  in  want  of  a  few  Pins,  to  ask  any  one  leave  where 

to  get  them. 

The  Story  of  the  Bottle  of  Urine  comes  next 
P.  20.  in  order,  which  becaufe  it  deferves  no  better 
than  to  be  foundly  banter’d,  I  fhall  leave  to  be 
anfwer’d  by  thofe  who  are  more  merrily  difpofed  than 
I  am  at  prefent.  All  that  I  fhall  remaik  concerning  it 
is,  that  if  they  had  a  mind  to  have  made  the  World  be¬ 
lieve,  that  there  was  any  thing  wonderful  in  this 
riment,  they  ought  to  have  repeated  it  feveral  times,  and 
to  have  feen  whether  or  no  the  fame  EffeB^  always  fol¬ 
lowed.  For  as  the  Story  ftands  at  prefent  it  is  but  one 
hngle  Inftance,  and  of  confequence  will  prove  nothing 

at  all 

We  are  now  come  to  the  Story  of  the  Eeathers,  which 
Mr.  Bragge  is  pleafed  to  call  a  Difcovery  more 
P.  22.  Pricing  than  any  thing  that  has  been  yet  related l  He 
tells  us  in  the  fir  ft  Place,  that  the  Pillow  in  whichahele 
Cakes  of  Feathers  were  found,  was  fluffed  with  Down 
/not  long  before  by  Mrs.  Gardiner  s  own  Hand.  Thys, 
fuppofe,  he  informed  us  of,’  to  make  it  appear  a  thing 
incredible,  that  any  Feathers  fhould  come  there  at  all. 
But  is  it  poffible,  that  Mr.  Bragge  fhould  have  been  fo 
very  ignorant  in  thefe  Matters,  as  not  to  have  known, 
that  that  which  is  generally  called  Down ,  is  not  mg 
elfe  but  a  mixture  of  the  fmalleft  fort  of  Feathers  wit 
Down  properly  fo  called  •  fo  that  fince  Mi.  Biagges  a  ~es 
were*  according  to  his  own  confeffion,  mad^  up.  o 
(mail  feathers  ,  it  will  be  eafy  upon  this  Suppoiition 
to  find  out  Materials  enough  for  them  without  the 
power  of  Witchcraft .  Well  1  But  befides  thefe  eat  ers» 
here  was  itfeems  a  vlfcous  Matter,  which  would  fretcb  ce- 
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<vm  or  Eight  Inches  In  a  fine  Thread  before  it  broke , 
by  which  they  were  cemented  together  into  P,  27. 
thefe  Cakes;  and  this  Mr.  Bragge  tells  us  puts  him 
m  mind  of  that  Oyntment'  made  of  dead  Men  s  Flejh ,  P,  3^. 
which  Mr.  Glanville  mentions  as  often  u fed  by  Witch¬ 
es .  We  are  obliged  to  him  here  that  he  was  only  put  in 
mind  of  tins,  and  that  he  did  not  fay,  this  vifcous  matter 
was  the  very  fame  with  Mr.  Glanville*f  Oyntment.  But  I 
am  apt  to  fancy,  that  unlefs  he  had  refolved  that  Mr. 
Glanville  fhould  fay  fomething  on  his  fide,  he  would 
much  fooner  have  been  put  in  mind  of  a  little  Pitch  or 
Shoemaker  s-Wax  than  of  this  Oyntment.  I  never  yet 
heard  of  any  Oyntment  that  would  ft  retch  Seven  or  Eight 
Inches  in  a  fine  Thread  before  it  broke ,  tho’  I  cannot  fay 
what  fort  of  Stuff  may  be  made  by  Conjurers.  I  wifti 
Mr.  Bragge  would  have  been  fo  kind  as  to  have  mark’d 
down  the  Page  in  Mr.  Glanville  where  this  Oyntment  is 
to  be  met  with,  that  we  might  have  feen  his  skill  at 
Analogy.  But,  perhaps  he  thought  every  Body  trou¬ 
bled  their  Heads  as  much  about  Witches  and  Wizards  as 
he  has  done  of  late.  But  whatever  Mr.  Glanville’sOynt- 
meat  may  be,  that  he  fhould  be  thus  forward  to  think 
of  it  ;  I  fancy  that  had  he  fpent  half  fo  much  time 
in  ftudying  Nature,  as  he  has  done  in  ranfacking  into 
Books  of  Witchcraft ,  he  would  have  found  no  occafion  to 
have  run  to  Mr. Glanville ,or  any  one  elfe,  for  a  Solution 
of  this  ftrange  Appearance.lt  is  plain,  that  there  is  in  all 
Feathers  whatfoever,  befides  their  proper  Nourifhment, 
a  kind  of  vifcous  matter ,  which  ferves  to  faften  them 
the  more  ftrongly  in  their  proper  Sockets ;  and  therefore 
it  is  natural  enough  tofuppofe,  that  this  gradually  ouz- 
ing  out  of  the  Feawers  might  in  time  be  collected  toge¬ 
ther  in  fuch  a  quantity,  as  to  form  that  vifcous  Sub  fiance 
which  Mr.  Bragge  fpeaks  of.  However,  from  the  order 
in  which  thefe  Feathers  are  placed,  Mr.  Bragge  con¬ 
cludes  them  to  be  fome  Devilifh  Enchantment :  but  the 
Reafons  upon  which  he  builds  this  Conclufion  are  fo 
very  peculiar  to  himfelf,  that  I  defire  the  Reader  would 
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give  himfelf  the  trouble  pf  ponfidering  them.  He 
tells  us  P.  34.  That  unlefs  thefe  Cakes  be  fuppofed  to  be 
fome  Devillflj  Enchantment ,  no  account  can  pojfibly  be  given 
how  they  jhould  come  there ;  and  that  it  is  really  ftrange  thaP 
the  Feathers  jhould  be  fq  clofely  knit  together,  and  ranked  in 
fuch  an  exaB  Mathematical  Order  ;  which  Argument  When 
reduc’d  to  Syllogifm  will  {land  thus; 

Every  jhing  that  is  not  to  be  accounted  for,  mufi  of  necfh 
fty  be  done  by  Witchcraft . 

Thefe  Cakes  of  Feathers  are  not  to  be  accounted  for  ; 
prgo— — — 

\ 

The  Minor  is  proved  thus : 

Every  Jhing  that  Mr.  Bragge  cannot  give  a  Reafon  of,  u 
not  to  he  accounted  for. 

Mr.  Bragg  6  cannot  give  any  Reafon  of  thefe  Cakes  of  Fea¬ 
thers  :  Ergo - 


Now,  is  not  this  (think  you)  a  very  notable  Argu,. 
ment?  Does  not  he  plainly  make  Human  Wifdom  the 
Meafu re  of  Natural  Powers,  and  his  own  Knowledge 
the  Standard  of  Human  Wifdom  ?  If  I  may  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  argue  after  this  Fafhion,  I  can  write  Books  of 
.  Witchcraft  as  well  as  he.  Nay,  if  this  be  good  Rea- 
foning,  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  that  his  Hand,  when 
he  wrote  his  Narrative ,  was  moved  by  Sorcery.  But 
fince  Mr.  Bragge  looks  upon  this  to  be  a  thingYo  very 
unaccountable  ,  I  will  venture  being  call’d  a^Fool  for 
once  ,  and  try  what  I  pan  do  towards  the  Explaining 
phis  dark  My  fiery. 

I  told  you  before,  that  there  was  in  ail  Feathers,  be¬ 
sides  their  proper  Nourifhmept,  a  fort  of  glutinous  Mat¬ 
ter  ,  which  ferved  to  fix  them  in  their  proper  Sockets, 
and  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  that  vifcous  Subfiance  by 
which  thefe  Oakes  were  cemented.  Now  it  is  no  way 
unlikely,  that  this  Humour  ouzing  (as  I  faid  before) 
put  of  the  Ends  of  thefe  fmall  Feathers,  might,  by  a 
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fort  of  Magnet  if n  or  Electricity ,  mutually  attrad  each 

,and  b?  brought  into  that  regular  Form  in 
which  they  were  found.  Mr.  Bragge  may  pofliblv  look 

UPun  ,wS  .W.°£ds  traction,  Magnetifm,  and  EleBricity 
to  be  Magical  Terms  ;  and  think,  that  I  am  now  with 
him,  going  to . conjure  thefe  Feathers  together  into 
Cakes :  But  it  is  very  likely  that  the  Reader  mav  be 
ot  another  Opinion ,  as  knowing  that  I  fpeak  fuch 
Language  as  every  Babe  in  Bhilofovhy  underftands  This 
attractive  Force  is  vifible  enough  in  Glafs,  Jen  &c. 
but  particularly  in  Amber,  from  whence  the  Word  Elei 
eincity  has  its  Riie  ;  and  I  cannot  fay  how  far  this  viR 
cous  Matter,  that  is  found  in  Feathers,  may  partake  of 
the  Nature  of  thefe  Bodies  •  and  whether  it  may  not 
be  endued  with  a  greater  Degree  of  Magnetifm ,  than 
any  of  them  all.  From  this  Suppofition  then,  it  will 
be  very  ealy  to  give  a  Rational  Account  of  every  Cir- 
cumftance  relating  to  thefe  Cakes  of  Feathers.  For 
hrtt ,  it  follows  from  hence,  that  the  Quills  Ends  of 
the  Feathers  muft  of  Neceffity  meet  in  the  Center,  and 
the  Feathers  therefore  make  up-the  Radij  of  that  Cir¬ 
cle  which  they  compofe.  For  this  vifeous  Matter  ouz- 
ing  out  of  the  Quills  Ends,  the  Quills  Ends  will  there¬ 
fore  be  alone  endued  with  this  Magnetick  Force,  and 
confequently ,  will  mutually  attrad  each  other’  and 
meet  together  in  the  very  Form  which  we  now  fpeak 
of.  v 


The  greateft  Difficulty  here  is ,  how  thefe  Feathers 
fhould  be  exactly  the  lame  in  Number  in  every  Cake 
But  to  this,  perhaps,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay,  that 
the  Feathers  being  all  of  them  pretty  much  of  the 
fame  Magnitude,  it  does  of  Neceffity  require  the  fame 
Number  of  them  to  compofe  a  Circle  :  And  therefore, 
fince  we  muft  fuppofe  this  attractive  Force  to  be  uniform 
jn  its  Adion,  it  muft  therefore  attrad  till  no  more  can 
be  attraded  ;  i.  e.  till  the  Center  is  filled  up,  or,  in  other 
Words ,  till  the  lame  Number  of  Feathers  is  attraded 
together  in  every  Cake.  If  this  vifeous  Matter  be  en¬ 
dued 


eked  with  a  Power  of  attracting  Feathers  ,  it  is  eafy  to 
underftand  how  thefe  Quill  Ends  fhould  each  -  of  them 
attract  Hairs  ,  or  any  fuch  fmall  and  folid  Bodies  about 
them,  before  they  were  attracted  to  one  another.  Here 
therefore  we  have  ,  in  the  laft  place ,  an  Account  of 
thofe  fhort  Hairs,  black  and  grey  ,  which  Mr.  Bragge 
found  matted  together  in  the  Center  of  this  vifcom  Mat¬ 
ter.  He  is  willing  to  fuppofe  thefe  to  be  Cats  Hair  ; 
but  my  Argument  would  be  every  whit  as  good  as  his , 
if  I  ftiould  barely  fay,  I  fuppofe  the  contrary.  But  I  do 
not  content  my  felf  with  barely  faying  fo  ;  there  being 
a  very  good  Reafon  to  be  given ,  to  lhow  the  Vanity 
of  Mr.  Bragge  s  Notion.  It  is  known,  that  mod,  if 
not  all  Fowls,  have  fuch  Hairs  as  are  here  fpoken  of; 
and  that  thefe  are  pluck’d  off  in  confiderable  Quanti¬ 
ties,  along  with  the  Down  and  Feathers :  Why  therefore 
Mn  Bragge  fhould  not  think  of  thefe,  (  or  fifty  other 
Sorts  of  Hair ,  which  might  accidentally  be  mixed  a- 
mongft  the  Down )  as  well  as  of  Cats  Hair,  is  what  1 
can  fee  no  manner  of  Reafon  for  ;  unlefs  he  had  a  mind 
to  give  Credit  to  his  Story  of  thefe  Cats  fpeaking.  It  is 
very  likely  he  might  have  this  in  his  Head  :  And  he 
who  confiders  well  of  his  way  of  Reafoning,  will  not 
perhaps  find  it  hard  to  imagine  he  might  lay  fome  Strefs 
upon  it.  He  might  perhaps  think,  that  the  Court  had 
entertain’d  fuch  an  Opinion  of  his  Under  Flanging ,  as 
that  his  bare  Suppofition  might,  weigh  as  much  with  them, 
as  another  Man’s  pofitive  Knowledge. 

Thus  far  I  have  endeavour’d  to  give  an  Account  of 
thefe  Cakes  of  Feathers,  both  as  to  the  manner  of  their 
coming  into  thefe  Pillows,  and  as  to  the  Form  and  Or¬ 
der  in  which  thefe  Feathers  were  placed.  Mr.  Bragge 
perhaps  will  give  this  no  better  Name  than  Chance  (as  he 
is  wont  to  do  to  every  thing  that  is  neither  Witchcraft, 
nor  what  he  underftands)  and  fay,  That  it  is  as  incon¬ 
ceivable  to  him  how  this  jltould  be  ,  as  that  the  24  Letters  of 
the  Alphabet  Jhould  by  mere  Accident  fall  into  one  of  the  Verfes 
of  Horace.  If  he  had  faid  the  fame  thing  with  Rela¬ 
tion 
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tion  to  his  own  Narrative,  I  might  have  allowed  of 
what  he  fays  without  doing  my  felf  much  Damage — . 
But  to  go  on  I  can  for  the  Readers  Satisfaction 
affure  him ,  that  this  Account  is  more  than  pure 
Speculation,  fince  Experience  tells  us,*  that  ic 
is  a  very  common  thing  for  Feathers  to  matt  af- 
after  fome  fuch  Fafhion  as  this,  if  they  be  not  well 
dried  before  they  are  put  into  Beds ,  Billows,  8z c.  And 
for  this  Reafon  it  is  (  as  I  am  told  by  thofe  who  un- 
derftand  thefe  Matters,)  that  they  ufually  bake  their  Fea¬ 
thers  before  they  apply  them  to  thefe  Furpofes,  thatfo 
by  drawing  out  all  this  Vifcous  Moifture ,  they  may  pre- 
vent  them  from  running  into  thefe  Heap,  Cakes ,  or 
whatever  you  will  call  them.  But  yet  after  all  thefe 
Attempts  that  I  have  made  to  give  a  natural  Solution  of 
the  Manner  by  which  thefe  Cakes  of  Feathers  were 
collected  together,  I  mult  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  let  the 
Reader  know,  that  had  I  a  fufficient  Proof  that  this 
Story  is  exactly  true  in  all  its  Circumftances ,  I  fhould 
not  look  upon  it  as  a  thing  wholly  unfur  prizing. 

But  it  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  we  have  only  Mr. 
Bragge’s  Evidence  to  fupport  the  moil  confiderable  of 
them,  which  for  fome  Reafons  I  fhall  hint  at  by  and 
by,  I  do  not  think  my  felf  obliged  fo  much  to  rely  up¬ 
on-  Mr.  Chauncy  indeed  faw  thefe  Cakes  of  Feathers, 
and  fo  it  is  likely  might  feveral  others;  but  as  to  the 
Structure  and  Compofition  of  them  (  which  is  the  only 
Thing  that  can  be  wondred  at )  that  depends  entirely 
upon  Mr.  Bragge  s  Authority.  Mr.  Chauncy  did  in 
Court  juft  mention  thefe  Feathers,  and  referred  himfelf 
for  a  further  Account  to  Mr.  Bragge ;  which  by  the  by 
wou’d  have  been  but  a  very  odd  way  of  proceeding, 
if  Mr.  Chauncy  had  known  any  thing  more  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter.  For  his  Bufinefs  there  was  not  only  to  tell  the  Judge 
a  story:  If  that  had  been  all,  it  might  have  been  proper 
enough  to  have  referred  himfelf  to  Mr.  Bragge,  as  be¬ 
ing  perhaps  the  better  Spokefman  of  the  Two  ;  but  he 
was  called  as  an  Evidence  to  atteft  the  Truth,  fo  far  as 

he 
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he  could,  of  the  Fads  there  related  ;  and  therefore 
ihou’d  have  faid  what  he  had  known,  if  he  did  know 
any  thing  more,  and  not  to  have  left  it  wholly  to  Mb. 
Bragge  5  *for  by  this  means  the  Credit  of  this  Story, 
which  wou’d  then  have  been  fupported  by  Two  Wit¬ 
ness,  Hands  now  upon  the  fingle  Authority  of  one. 
It  is  therefore  my  Opinion ,  that  the  true  Reafon  why 
Mr.  Chauncy  faid  no  more  of  thefe  Feathers,  was,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  no  more  ;  fo  that  we  muft  now  rely  up¬ 
on  Mr.  Bragge  for  the  Truth  of  this  Story,  which  I 
muft  confefs,  I  am  not  very  inclinable  to  do.  The 
Reader  may  perhaps  be  apt  to  think  I  am  not  fo  fair  as 
I  ought  to  be,  and  I  doubt  not  but  Mr.  Bragge  will  be 
very  angry  that  I  will  not  believe  him  :  But  when  he 
has  made  out  the  Truth  of  his  Portfmouth  Story  >  I  will 
then  acknowledge  my  Fault ,  and  ask  his  Pardon. 
Mr.  Bragge  underftands  very  well  what  I  mean ,  and 
knows  that  if  it  be  true,  it  is  a  thing  upon  Record,  and 
fo,  eafily  proved  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  content  my  felf 
with  giving  him  this  Hint,  being  unwilling  to  expofe 
him  too  much  to  the  World.  Ail  that  I  fhall  fay  fur¬ 
ther  upon  this  Story,  is,  that  I  could  heartily  have 
wifhed  that  feme  of  thefe  Feathers  had  been  preferved  ; 
it  might  have  been  perhaps  more  to  Mr.  Bragge’ s  Credit, 
and  1  am  fure  much  more  to  the  Satisfaction  of  others. 
The  Judge  wifhed  he  could  have  feen  them  ;  _  and  I 
think  his  Defire  was  reafonable:  For  it  was  but  juft,  to 
demand  the  Feathers  to  fupport  the  Evidence  ,  or  elfe 
to  fend  the  Evidence  after  the  Feathers. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  Head  only  with  obferving,  That 
here  is  nothing  in  all  this  Story  of  the  Feathers,  which 
(fuppofing  as  Mr.  Bragge  would  have  it,  that  they  were 
feme  devilifh  Inchantment)  does  afford  the  leaft  fhadow 
of  Proof,  that  Jane  Wenham  was  concerned  in  it. 

But  we  are  now  come  to  a  Story  which,  of  all  others, 
feems  to  bid  the  faireft  for  proving  Anne  Thome’s  Difor- 
ders  to  be  fomething  more  than  Natural.  Page  %o.  we 

are  told,  That  foon  after  fhe  was  returned  from  the  Af¬ 
fixes, 
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fees,  on  the  yth  of  March  at  Night,  fhe  had  a  terrible 
Fit,  and  was  oftentimes  fadly  pinched ,  in  the  Breafl ,  and 
ether  Farts  of  the  Body.  And  to  fhow  that  this  was  nei¬ 
ther  Fancy  nor  Falfhood,  we  are  further  informed,  that 
there  were  uifible  Marks  of  thefe  Finches  remaining  upon  her 
Body  fever al  Days  after.  Now  it  may  here  be  enquired, 
how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  this  poor  Maid  fhould  be  fo 
difmally  pinched.  For  admitting  that  every  other  Symp¬ 
tom  might  be  purely  Natural,  yet  this  Pinching  may  fee  rtf 
to  be  fo  uncommon  and  unheard-of  a  thing  in  any  na¬ 
tural  Diftemper,  as  to  be  wholly  unrefolvable  into  na¬ 
tural  Caufes. 

.4* 

But  now  with  regard  to  this  Story.  Here  are  again 
feveral  Things  very  material  to  be  enquired  into,  and 
whereof  I  find  no  manner  of  Account  in  Mr.  E’s  Relation. 
And,  in  the  firft  Place, I  think  it  may  reafonably  enough 
be  moved.  Whether  or  no  this  Anne  Thorne  were  in  Bed* 
or  in  her  Cloaths,  when  fhe  complained  of  this  Pinch¬ 
ing.  The  Story  does  not  politively  and  clearly  deter¬ 
mine  this,  but  there  are  fome  Circumftances  in  it  (fuch 
as  it  being  done  in  the  Night ,  and  it  being  faid  of  fome 
Perfons  that  they 'flood  by  her  Bed-fide )  which  do  pretry 
much  incline  me  to  believe  the  former.  Now  if  this 
be  the  Cafe,  it  is  very  poffible  that  this  Wench  might 
pinch  her  felf  at  the  very  time  fhe  complained  of  this 
Pinching,  without  any  body’s  being  able  to  take  any 
Notice  of  it.  But  admitting  that  fhe  was  in  her  Cloaths^ 
and  fo  not  capable  of  doing  all  this,  can  any  body  be 
affured  that  fhe  was  pinched  actually  at  the  fame  time 
that  fhe  complained  ?  Was  her  Body  carefully  fearched  ? 
and  is  it  certain  that  fhe  had  none  of  thefe  Marks  about 
her  before  thefe  Complaints  ?  If  not  (as  it  is  very  likely)- 
might  fhe  not  then  pinch  or  disfigure  her  felf  by  fome 
other  means,  fome  time  before,  when  fhe  had  an  Op¬ 
portunity,  and  afterwards  feign  her  felf  to  be  pinched  ? 
Or  might  not  thefe  Marks  be  the  Effedb  of  fome  katu~ 
ral  Diftemper ,  and  barely  fuch  (I  mean  without  anV  Pain 
attending  them  )  which  fhe  might  afterwards  appeal  to, 
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to  make  her  Impoftures  the  more  credible.  Either  of 
thefe  may  be  fuppofed ;  nor  do  I  here  find  any  thing 
that  makes  it  any  wavs  unlikely,  unlefs  it  be,  that  thefe 
Marks  always  appeared  fref  after  her  Complaining.  But  this 
is  of  no  force,  becaufe  fome  Marks  will  appear  freih 
for  a  long  time  ;  and  t  do  not  think  it  poflible  for  any 
one  barely,  upon  the  Infpe&ion  of  fuch  a  Mark  as  Mr. 
Bragge  fpeaks  of,  to  fay  precifely  the  Time  when  it  was 
done.  So  that  I  fee  nothing  of  Contradi&ion  here,  to 
fuppofe  either  that  thefe  were  bare  Marks  ariling  from 
pure  natural  Caufes,  and  defignedly  made  ufe  of  to  lup- 
port  and  give  credit  to  this  Story  of  her  being  pinched  ; 
or  that  the  Girl  might  be  all  this  while  her  own  Tormen¬ 
tor.  To  this  latter  indeed  it  may  be  faid.  That  it  leems 
a  thing  unnatural  for  Perfons  to  put  themfelves  volunta¬ 
rily  to  fo  much  Pain  and  Torture.  But  I  do  not  lay  it 
was  done  voluntarily  ;  fhe  might  be  a  little  befides  her 
felf  perhaps  when  lhe  did  it.  Befides,  it  fhe  were  not, 
I  cannot  tell  what  Motive  fhe  might  have  to  play  the 
Jmpollor  •  perhaps  it  was  fo  much  for  her  Imereti  to  f  ct 
her  Part  well,  as  to  make  her  abundant  Recompence  for 
any  Uneafinefles  of  that  Nature. 

But  if  yet  it  cannot  be  admitted  that  this  Girl  had  any 
Trick  or  Defign  in  her  Head,  but  that  it  was  fomethir^ 
real,  and  in  which  lhe  was  purely  Paffive :  It  may,  af¬ 
ter  all  this  Noife  of  outward  Marks  and  Signs,  be  very 
reafonably  queflioned,  whether  or  no  fhe  was  truly  and 
p-operly  pinched.  The  Maid  does  not  fay  that  fhe  faw 
any  one  pinch  her ;  and  therefore  the  mod  that  can  be 
faid  is  this ,  That  the  Girl  often  felt  a  Senjation  m  Jemral 
Parts  of  her  Body,  like  that  which  ts  occafioned  by  Pinching^ 
i.e.  a.  quick  ana  tranfient  Pain -in  fome  Part,  which,  it 
feems,  was  followed  by  the  fame  rednefs,  blacknejs,  &c. 
which  are  ufually  feen  upon  fuch  Occafions.  But  now 
what  is  here  in  all  this  which  may  not  be  occafioned 
by  fome  fudden  Contractions  or  Twitchings  of  the  Fibres 
bf  thofe  Parts,  and  a  Stagnation  of  the  Blood  and  Hu¬ 
mours  eonfequent  thereupon  ?  It  is  evident,  that  Pam, 


(  43  ) 

and  all  other  Senfations,  are  (fo  far  as  our  Bodies  are 
concerned  in  them  )  nothing  more  than  a  certain  and 
peculiar  Motion  of  the  fenfible  Organs ;  and  that  ex¬ 
ternal  Objects  affebt  us  for  no  othei  Reafon,  than  be- 
caufe  they  are  fitted  or  difpofed  to  move  the  Parts  of  our 
Bodies  after  this  or  that  peculiar  manner.  From  whence 
it  follows,  that  the  Concurrence  of  thefe  external  Ob¬ 
jects,  to  the  raifing  of  thefe  Senfations  in  us,  is  purely 
Accidental,  ( t.  e.  not  necefTary)  and  that  the  lame  Sen¬ 
fation  will  always  follow  the  fame  Motion  of  the  Organ, 
by  what  Force  loever  that  Organ  may  be  fuppoied  to 
•  be  moved.  Now  if  this  be  the  Cafe  why  may  not 
fome  internal  and  natural  Caufe,  by  exciting  fuch  a  kind 
of  Motion  in  the  fenfible  Parts  of  this  Woman’s  Body, 
as  is  ufually  raifea  upon  Pinching,  raife  the  very  fame 
Senfation  in  her  as  if  pe  were%  and  make  her  believe  that 
(he  really  was,  pinched  ?  I  cannot  fee  any  thing  abfurd 
in  all  this.  But  becaufe  this  may  be  imagined  to  be  no 
more  than  pure  Speculation,  I  would  defire  the  Read  cl 
to  oblerve  what  the  Judicious  Dr.  Sydenham  has  taught 
us  concerning  the  H/fierical  Illnefs .  He  Ed^oJ 

tells  us,  that  it  is  frequent  in  Diflempers  ^  Qul  p; 
of  this  kind,  for  the  Spirits  to  concenter  1C4>{26. 
themf  elves  from  all  Parts  of  the  body y  in  a 
certain  Point  of  the  Pericranium ,  and  to  caufe  fuch  a  parp  and 
piercing  Pain ,  as  if  a  Nail  were  d/iven  into  the  Shull.  Which 
Solution  he  handfomely  enough  illuftrates  by  the  Com- 
parifon  of  a  Burning-glafs  j  where,  as  the  Rays  of  Light 
aBing  with  an  united  Force ,  hum  with  the  greater  firength  and 
quicknefs  ;  fo  in  this  Cafe ,  the  Spirits  raping  mpetuoufiy  al¬ 
together  into  one  Part ,  do  make  a  more  quick  and  violent  Di- 
•yul [ion  of  the  fenfible  Membranes.  Now,  I  fay,  if  the  Spi¬ 
rits  by  thefe  irregular  and  tumultuous  Motion  into  the 
Head,  can  caufe  the  fame,  cr  much  fuch  fort  of,  Pain, 
as  if  a  Nail  were  driven  into  that  Part,  purely  by  gi¬ 
ving  fuch  a  peculiar  Motion  to  thofe  Fibres  Why  may 
not  they,  rufhing  upon  any  other  Part,  with  another 
kind  of  "Motion,  rails  alfo  the  Senfation  of  Nipping  or 
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Pinching,  by  the  Means  of  the  fame  internal  Cau^ 
fes. 

But  that  this  is  a  thing  very  p ojjlbh ,  we  can  no  way 
fo  well  prove  as  by  fbewing  that  it  is  in  Fatt  true.  And 
this  I  think  we  may  in  fome  Meafure  do  from  the  Ob¬ 
servations  of  the  above-mentioned  Author, 
P.108,109.  For  in  the  fame  Differtation  he  tells  us. 

That  this  Diftemper  (  meaning  the  Hyfte- 
procejfus  rnteg^  rical  Ilnefs  )  is  apt  net  only  to  aftett  the  Inter - 
f  Tit.Jjj  naj  Farts>  aij'y  External,  viz.  the 

Mufcular  Flefh,  efpecially  the  Shoulders,  Hands , 
Legs,  and  Thighs,  caufing  fometimes  a  Vain,  and  fometimes 
a  Swelling  upon  the  Tart  a  fitted.  He  tells  us  further,  that 
thefe  Tains  do  leave  behind  them  fuch  a  Tendernefs  upon  the 
Skin,  as  will  hardly  endure  the  Touch,  juft  as  if  the  Fief 
had  been  beaten. 

All  this  we  learn  from  this  Sagacious  and  Accurate  Thy- 
fie  ion  4  and  it  is  what  the  daily  Experience  and  Obfer- 
vation  of  others  do  abundantly  confirm.  And  now  I 
wou  d  defire  Mr.  Bragge  to  confider  a  little ,  how  much 
this  differs  from  the  Tlnching,  whereof  we  are  now 
(peaking.  It  is,  I  think,  at  leaf  evident  from  hence,  that 
Nature  is  able  to  go  a  great  way  in  producing  fuch  Ef- 
f efts,  which,  if  if  we  did  not  daily  obferve  them, 
wou’d  appear  to  us  to  be  very  wonderful ;  and  although 
I  cannot  fay  that  thefe  Two  Cafes  are  exattly  alike  in  all 
Circumftances,  yet  their  Features  bear  fo  great  a  Like- 
nefs  to  each  other,  that  we  may  reafonably  enough 
fuppofe  them  to  be  Children  of  the  fame  Parent.  It  is 
not  neceffary  that  they  fhould  be  exactly  the  fame  in  all 
Re  {pedis;  it  is  fufficient  for  my  Purpofe,  if  any  thing  in 
Nature  can  be  met  with,  that  bears  any  Refemblance  to 
the  Cafe  npw  before  us:  And  if  this  be  here  granted 
me,  as  I  think  it  cannot  reafonably  be  denied  me,,thofe 
Difficulties,  which  may  arile  from  feme  final!  Diffe¬ 
rences  between  them,  will  be  of  no*  Moment:  For  it 
is  by  no  means  hard  to  be  conceived,  how  Nature 
fhould  often  vary  in  the  Methods  of  her  operating  in 
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HumanBodies ;  and  that  the  fame  Diftemper  fhou’d  ap* 
pear  under  different  Faces,  according  to  the  Difference 
of  the  Subjects  upon  which  it  refides.  This  is  all  that  I 
have  to  lay  concerning  this  Matter,  taking  it  for  gran¬ 
ted  that  the  Reader  has  already  obferved,  that  there  is 
nothing  at  all  in  it,  which  has  any  Relation  to  Jane 
Wen  bam. 

There  is  now  but  one  Story  more,  which  remains  to 
be  confider’d  ;  and  that  is  at  P.  31.  where  we  are  told, 

• 'That  a  certain  Woman  accidentally  clapping  her  Hand  again  ft 
the  Bed  s  Head  ^immediately  received  1*hree  Blows  upon  the  Palm 
of  her  Hand ,  &c.  It  is  not  faid  here  who  this  Woman 
was,  that  we  can  tell  whether  or  no  fhe  is  to  be  believed, 
or  not  too  much  given  to  Fancy  and  Whirnfy.  It 
might  be  the  Lady  that  fwooned  away  at  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  the  Pins,  for  any  thing  Mr.  Bragge  has  told  us, 
unlefs  his  faying,  that  She  was  one  that  had  but  little  Faith 
in  thefe  Matters ,  argues  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  But 
fuppofing  it  was  fomebody  elfe,  and  that  flie  was  one 
who  formerly  had  no  great  Faith  in  Things  of  this 
Nature,  I  do  not  know  how  much  her  Faith  mgiht  have 
been  improved  by  thefe  many  ftrange  Appearances  that 
had  lately  hapned,  nor  whether  her  Imagination  might 
not  by  this  time  have  been  wrought  up  to  fuch  a  Pitch, 
as  wou  d  enable  her  to  feel  whatfoever  (he  pleafed :  But 
I  can  fay  but  little  to  this ,  for  Want  of  a  more  explK 
cite  Knowledge  of  the  Perfon  here  fpoken  of,  the 
Cii  cum  dances  fine  was  then  in,  and  the  Manner  of  her 
receiving  this  Blow  ;  and  therefore  I  fliall  not  pretend 
to  give  any  Account  for  it,  but  fhall  leave  it  as  I  find  it. 

And  now  I  have  likewife  done  with  the  Story  of  this  un¬ 
happy  Maid In  examining  which  I  have,  I  hope,  puf¬ 
fed  by  nothing  that  is  material  enough  to  beconfidered. 
There  are  however  fome  Circum dances  of  a  morege- 
ncral  Nature ,  which  frequently  occur  throughout  this 
whole  Narrative;  and  which  therefore  to  avoid  Repe¬ 
tition,  I  designedly  referved  to  be  confidered  by  them- 
felves.  And  to  thefe  I  now  betake  my  feif,  and  fhall 
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in  the  handling  them, according  to  the  Method  firft  laid 
down,  confider  what  Foundation  there  is  in  them  to 
build  this  Opinion  of  Witchcraft  on,  and  alfo  the  Rea- 
fons  they  afford  to  charge  this  Witchcraft  particularly 
upon  Jane  Wenham. 

The  Firft  that  I  lhall  take  notice  of,  is  that  of  Anne 
Thome’s  being  fo  frequently  recovered  out  of  her  Fits  by 
Prayer,  which,  Mr.  Bragge  fays,  is  fo  great  an  Argument 
of  their  being  immediately  infliffed  upon  her  by  Evil  Spirits. 
With  regard  to  which  I  muft  beg  leave  to  enquire, 

i.  Whether  or  no  it  be  fo  certain  as  Mr.  Bragge  fup- 
pofes,  that  ftie  was  ever  recovered  out  of  any  Fit  at  all 
by  thefe  Means  ?  This  is  a  Queftion  which  perhaps  Mr. 
Bragge  may  not  think  fo  modeftly  put,  after  the  Thing 
has  been  attefted  upon  fo  many  Experiments,  and  upon 
fuch  good  Authority.  But  I  do  here  declare,  that  I  do 
not  in  the  leaft  call  in  Queftion  the  Credit  of  thofe  Per- 
fons  who  have  attefted  thefeThings :  I  do  verily  believe 
them  to  be  Perfons  of  Integrity ;  and  do  not  make 
any  doubt  at  all,  but  that  Anne  Thorne  was ,  according  to 
all  Appearance,  recover’d  out  of  many  Fits  by  the  Me¬ 
thod  Mr.  Bragge  fpeaks  of.  But  then  withal,  I  think  it 
may  reasonably  enough  be  doubted,  whether  or  no  ftie 
did  not  very  much  impofe  upon  thofe  about  her,  by  ma¬ 
king  a  fhew  of  fome  Diforders,  which  in  themfelves 
were  really  none.  I  do  not  fay,  that  all  her  Fits  were 
no  more  than  Sham  and  Impofture  ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  do  verily  believe ,  and  have  all  along  fuppofed,  that 
Ihe  did  labour  under  feme  real  Diftemper  ;  But  then  it 
does  not  neceflarily  follow  ,  that  all  that  (he  feemed  to 
have,  were  of  the  fame  kind.  Anne  Thorne  might  ( if 
ftie  pleafed  )  mix  and  interfperfe  feveral  Counterfeits 
with  her  real  Diforders ;  and  this  (we  know)  is  no 
more  than  is  common  with  all  Deceivers,  who  imagine 
(and  very  juftly  too)  that  the  moft  certain  way  to  gain 
Credit  to  their  Impofiures ,  is  to  interweave  them  with 
-fomething  that  is  real  and  true.  What  is  here  faid  of 
Fits  in  general ,  may  alfo  be  applied  tp  the  particular 
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Symptoms  of  each  Fit  with  relation  to  one  another 
For  here  too  may  be  a  Mixture  of  Truth  and  Falf- 
hood  3  of  fuch  Symptoms  as  arc  the  Natural  and  Genu¬ 
ine  Offspring  of  the  Diftemper  it  felf,  and  of  others 
which  are  no  more  than  the  Effeds  of  turbulent  and 
over-heated  Imagination,  or  of  fomething  worfe. 

From  thefe  Obfervations,  there  naturally  arifes  a  ve¬ 
ry  confiderable  Difficulty  ,  which  muft  be  very  well 
clear’d  up ,  before  we  (hall  be  able  to  come  to  any  De¬ 
termination  of  the  Point  between  us  ;  viz,.  How  to 
diftinguifh  between  thofe  Fits  of  Anne  Thorne  which  are 
true  and  real  Diftempers,  and  thofe  (if  any  there  be  of 
that  kindj  which  are  only  Cheat ,  or  the  bare  Delufions 
of  Fancy  and  Imagination.  Unlefs  we  can  do  this,  all 
Difputes  about  Anne  Thornes  being  recovered  out  of  her  Fits 
by  Prayer  will  be  to  very  little  purpofe  ;  becaufe  the  ve¬ 
ry  Terms  of  the  Queftion  will  be  without  any  certain 
and  determinate  Signification  5  it  being  one  thing  to  be 
recovered  out  of  a  true  Fit  by  Prayer,  and  another  to 
be  recovered  out  of  a  Diforder  which  is  counterfeited ,  or  . 
at  belt  but  the  wild  Delufions  of  a  diftemper  d  Brain .  Now 
there  is  but  one  way  that  I  can  think  of,  which  wou  d 
have  fettled  this  Point  upon  a  clear  Bottom,  and  put  an 
End  to  all  Difputes  arifing  from  it ;  and  that  is.  To 
have  obferved,  and  carefully  examined  into  every,  par¬ 
ticular  Symptom,  that  difcovered  it  felf  at  thofe  times, 
when  (lie  was  thus  recovered  by  Prayers,  and  to  have 
Ihown  them  to  be  fuch  as  did  of  Neceffity  argue  the 
Fit  to  have  been  a  true  and  proper  Diftemper.  This,  I 
fay,  wou’d  have  been  the  only  way  to  have  cleared  up 
all  thefe  Difficulties,  and  to  have  render’d  the  Story 
plain  and  intelligible  ;  and  this,  give  me  leave  to  tell 
Mr.  Bragge ,  was  what  might  reafonably  have  been  ex- 
peded  from  him,  had  he  had  any  Regard  to  his  own 
Credit,  or  the  Readers  Satisfadion.  But  inftead 
of  this,  we  find  nothing  but  Darknefs  and  Uncer¬ 
tainty ;  fo  little  Exadnefs  has  been  obferved  with 
relation  to  this  particular,  that  I  do  here  challenge  him 
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to  {how  fo  much  as  one  Relation,,  where  it  is  poffibfe 
for  any  one  to  form  a  tolerable  Judgment  of  that  Fit 
from  which  fhe  is  faid  to  have  been  recovered  by  Pray- 
ers.  Fag.  12.  Mr.  Bragge  tells  us  Jhe  had  a  di final  Fit . 
Tag.  i  that  fhe  had  federal  returns  of  her  Fits .  Fag.  1 6. 
that  Jhe  was  in  a  violent  Fit.  Fag.  19.  that  Jhe  had  one  Fit 
more.  Fag.  22.  that  jhe  continued  to  have  her  Fits ,  Szc. 
Now  I  would  fain  know  what  is  any  one  the  wifer  for 
all  this  ?  Or  what  could  Mr.  Bragge  poffibly  propofe  to 
himfelf  from  this  indiftindt  relation  ?  What  could  he 
imagine,  that  any  one  who  reads  this  Narrative  of  his, 
fhould  be  capable  of  underftanding,  by  his  faying  in 
general  Terms  only,  That  the  Maid  was  in  a  Fit  in  a  vio¬ 
lent  Fit ,  8zc.  The  Word  Fit  is  a  very  complex  Term, 
and  contains  in  it  as  many  Notions  almo'ft  as  the  Word 
Difiemper.  It  fignifies  precifely  nothing  at  all  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  all  that  any  Man  can  gather  from  hence  is  no  more 
than  this,  viz,.  That  Anne  Thorne  was  to  all  outward  ap¬ 
pearance  in  fome  dif order ,  out  of  which  fie  was  recovered  by 
Frayer.  Had  Mr.  Bragge  therefore  a  mind  to  have  made 
the  World  believe,  that  there  was  any  thing  wonder¬ 
ful  in  all  this,  he  ought  to  have  fet  down  the  particular 
Symptoms  of  that  Diftemper  which  he  calls  a  Fit ,  and 
out  of  which  fhe  was  recovered  by  Prayer.  At  leaft, 
he  fhould  never  have  omitted  fuch  (if  any  there  were) 
which  gave  demonidration  that  the  Difiemper  was  true 
and  real.  By  this  means,  he  would  have  given  every 
one  an  opportunity  of  judging  as  well  as  himfelf,  and 
thereby  wholly  discharged  himfelf  as  a  Relator.  Where¬ 
as,  by  omitting  fuch  things  as  thefe,  it  looks  as  if  he 
had  not  intended  thefe  Accounts  for  the  Information  of 
underfunding  and  judicious  Men ,  but  only  to  amufe  the  Ig¬ 
norant ,  who  are  ready  enough  to  take  things  in  grofs. 
But  to  go  on, 

F.  11.  we  find  Air.  Bragge  fomething  more  exact,* 
and  giving  us  one  Symptom  of  that  grievous  Fit  which 
Anne  Thorne  is  there  laid  to  have  had  upon  her.  But  the 
misfortune  is,  it  is  fuch  a  one  as  will  do  him  no  manner 
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of  kindnefs ;  he  fays  here  fhe  was  Spouhlefs ,  (i.  e .  I  fup- 
pofe  without  fpeech )  and  fo  indeed  “it  is  faid  of  her  in 
fome  other  Places.  But  before  I  can  believe  there  is 
any  thing  ftrange  in  all  this,  I  would  firft  defire  to 
know  what  Mr.  Bragge  underftands  by  any  Perfons  be¬ 
ing  fpeechlefs  ?  Is  it,  not  to  [peak  becaufe  one  cannot ,  or  be¬ 
caufe  one  will  not  ?  If  the  latter,  what  wonder  is  it,  that 
a  Wench  who  defigned  to  play  the  Cheat,  and  make 
People  believe  (lie  was  inchanted,  fhould  vouchfafe  to 
open  her  Mouth  when  any  one  was  praying  by  her?  But 
this  perhaps  is  not  Mr.  Bragge  s  Notion  of  being  fpeech - 
lefs.  She  was  fpeechlefs  he  fays,  i.  e.  fhe  ought  to  have 
faid )  (he  could  not  fpeak.  But  how  does  Mr.  Bragge  know 
all  this  ?  Why  for  no  other  reafon  that  I  can  fee  than 
becaufe  Jhe  did  not  J peak .  May  not  then  a  Perfon  hold  his 
Tongue  and  fay  nothing  if  he  fees  fo  fit  ?  Is  it  necef- 
fary  that  this  Maid  fhould  never  be  filent,  but  when  fhe 
could  not  be  otherwife  ?  I  have  often  heard,  that  Wo- 
men-kind  are  much  given  to  ufe  their  Tongues ;  but  I 
did  not  know  till  now,  that  it  was  Ejjential  to  them  to  be 
always  prating.  In  plain  Terms,  the  Tongue  is  fo 
much  at  our  own  difpofal  as  nothing  more  •  it  may  be 
ufed  or  not  ufed, juft  as  our  Humours  lead  us.  And  there¬ 
fore  I  think  it  is  but  a  weak  way  of  reafoning,  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  becaufe  a  Perfon  who  faid  nothing  before, 
is  obferved  to  come  to  her  Tongue  immediately  upon 
hearing  any  one  at  Prayers,  that  therefore  Hie  was  re¬ 
cover’d  by  Prayers  out  of  any  true  and  real  .Diftem- 
per. 

P.  6.  We  read,  that  befides  her  being  fpeechlefs  fhe 
had  ftrange  Tremblings  and.  Convulftons  of  the  Body  ;  blit 
neither  will  all  this  in  the  lead  help  him.  For  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  this  was  not  one  of  thofe  Fits  out  of 
which  fhe  was  recovered  by  Prayer,  neither  do  I  find 
throughout  this  whole  Book,  that  ever  fhe  was  reco¬ 
vered  from  any  Convulfions  at  all,  by  the  means  of 
Prayer  :  befides,  if  fhe  were,  we  are  ail  this  while  as 
much  in  the  Dark  as  ever.  For  we  are  not  told  (which 
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we  certainly  ought  to  have  been)  0^00  what  Tarts  of  the 
Body  thefe  Convulfions  were,  and  whether  upon  the 
Mufcles  that  ferve  to  voluntary  or  involuntary  motions.  If 
thefe  Mufcles  which  are  here  faid  to  be  convulfed, 
were  under  the  Power  and  Regulation  of  the  Witt,  there 
is  nothing  in  Nature  more  eafily  counterfeited  than 
thefe  Convulfions  ;  and  therefore  till  this  be  clearly  de¬ 
cided,  it  is  impoffible  for  one  to  know  what  to  beleive 
concerning  it.  I  do  admire,  that  any  Man  of  Senfe  , 
and  Judgment  fliould  thus  confound  and  jumble  things 
together,  which  ought  fo  carefully  to  have  been  di- 
ftinguifhed  !  Surely,  Mr.  Bragge  mu  ft  have  a  very  odd 
Notion  of  *  Mankind,  to  think  any  one  would  be  per- 
fwaded  to  ground  an  Opinion  upon  fo  weak  and  un¬ 
certain  a  Foundation  !  It  would  have  been  tolerable 
enough  to  have  heard  an  ignorant  Mechanick ,  or  an  Old 
Woman  in  a  Chimney-corner  talking  at  this  rate  ;  but 
for  a  Philofopher,  and  one  that  fets  up  for  an  Hiftorian 
too,  to  write  after  this  lame  and  imperfect  manner  is 
what  I  think  is  hardly  pardonable. 

At  P.  $i.  we  have  an  account  of  another  Fit ,  out  of 
which  ftie  was  recover’d  by  Prayer,  and  where  Mr. 
Bragge  has  obliged  us  with  an  account  of  one  Symptom. 
But  here  to  countenance  us  a  little,  we  have  it  fe'ems 
the  Opinion  of  a  very  able  Phyfician,  that  it  might  he 
no  more  than  counterfeit .  But  perhaps  the  Do&ohs  Opi¬ 
nion  does  not  weigh  much  with  Mr.  Bragge ,  ( tho?  I 
perceive  he  can  rely  very  much  upon  it,  when  it  ferves 
his  turn)  he  is  a  perfect  Infidel ,  he  tells  us,  in  thefe  Ca¬ 
fes,  and  therefore  what  he  fays  he  would  have  us  fup- 
pofe,  not  to  be  fo  free  and  unprejudiced  as  it  ought  to  be. 
Befides,  the  Girl  is  now  fadly  pinched ,  which  fhews  the 
Diftemper  to  be  fomething  real.  Well  let  this  be  fo  for 
once  ;  and  will  Mr.  Bragge  fay,  that  fhe  was  recover’d 
out  of  this  by  Prayer  ?  Pray  let  him  look  back  to  P. 
30.  where  he  will  find  under  his  own  Hand,  That  aU 
though  Jhe  was  prayed  by  all  that  Day  yet  (he  was  ever  and 
anon  mofi  fadly  pinch'd.  In  this  Cafe  then,  the  only 
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Symptom  which  could  not  be  counterfeited  ,  could  not 
be  removed  by  Prayer. 

In  fhort,  there  is  but  one  Fit  in  this  whole  Book 
(  befides  thofe  of  her  Running  ,  and  Leaping , 
after  thofe  uncommon  Rates)  but  what  may,  for  any 
thing  Mr.  Bragge  has  told  us  to  the  contrary,  be  pure 
Cheat  and  Impofture,  and  that  is  at  F,  18.  Here  we 
are  told,  that  fhe  was  as  cold  as  a  dead  Corpfe ,  her  Nofe 
pinch’d,  her  Fulfe  and  Breath  gone.  Now  the  Motion  of 
the  Heart  upon  which  all  thefe  Symptoms  depend,  is 
altogether  involuntary ,  thefe  therefore  I  grant  could  not 
be  counterfeited.  If  therefore  fhe  can  be  recovered 
out  of  this  Fit  by  Prayer,  I  will  fay  not  one  Word 
more  ,  but  freely  grant  the  thing  that  Mr.  Bragge 
defires.  But  now  what  an  unlucky  Accident  is  this  ? 
This,  which  is  the  only  Inftance  that  could  have  done 
Mr.  Bragge  any  fervice,  bears  dire&ly  again  ft  him. 
Here  it  leems  Prayers  are  of  no  manner  of  Service, 
neither  is  it  poffible  to  recover  her,  till  Jane  Wenham 
by  coming  in  unties  the  Inchant'ment .  But  of  that  by  and 

by.  .  . 

By  this  time  I  hope  Mr.  Bragge  is  fomewhat  fenfible 
that  I  was  not  fo  unreafonably  fcrupulous  when  I  put 
the  Queftion ,  Whether  or  no  it  was  fo  certain  as  he  pre¬ 
tends  ,  that  Anne  Thorne  was  really  recovered  out  of  any 
Fit  by  Vrayer  ?  For,  after  all  this  Noife  and  Buftle  that 
has  been  made  about  it,  it  does  not  appear  that  ever  fhe 
was  (l  mean,  out  of  fuoh  Fits,  as  were  true  and  real  DL 
{tempers ).  And  I  muft  here  beg  leave  to  obferve.  That 
the  Methods  then  taken  were  not  likely  to  bring  this 
Matter  to  a  fair  Determination.For  thefe  Prayers  were  al¬ 
ways  ufed  in  the  Hearing  and  Prefence  of  the  Girl,  -p  10 
(for,  it  fee  ms,  fhe  was  all  along  very  fenfible)  and 
this  gave  her  all  the  Scope  imaginable  to  play  the 
Cheat,  if  fhe  had  any  Inclinations  fo  to  do.  Whereas 
had  thefe  Perfons  prayed  by  themfelves ,  in  a  private 
Room,  fo  that  fhe  could  not  have  had  the  leaft  Know¬ 
ledge  or  Intimation  of  it ,  this  would  have  prevented 
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all  Counterfeit  in  the  Maid  her  felf ,  and  cut  off  all 
Sufpicion  of  it  in  others.  Whether  or  no  Prayers  offer¬ 
ed  up  to  God  after  this  manner,  are  iefs  effectual  than 
thofe  which  are  offer’d  up  in  the  Sick  Perfon’s  Pre¬ 
fence,  is  not  my  Bufinefs  to  determine.  Thus  much 
is  certain ,  That  if  the  Maid  had  recovered  fo  many 
times  together ,  when  (he  was  prayed  for  in  private, 
this  would  have  been  a  ftrong  Proof,  that  there  was 
fomething  in  her  Cafe  more  than  ordinary.  But  her 
Recovering  upon  being  pray’d  for  in  her  own  Pre¬ 
fence,  does  by  no  means  prove  thus  much  ;  (  unlefs  it 
be  firft  fhown  that  her  Fits  were  real )  becaufe  (he  be¬ 
ing  fo  fenfible  of  what  was  doing,  might  eafily 
come  out  of  them  at  that  time,  if  they  were  no  more 
than  Counterfeit.  But, 


2.  Becaufe  I  promifed  to  deal  very  fairly,  I  will  now 
grant  all  that  Mr.  Bragge  would  have,  and  (  for  Argu¬ 
ment-fake)  fuppcfe  that  Anne  Thorne  was  recover’d  out 
of  real  Fits,  by  the  Methods  whereof  we-are  now  fpeak- 
ing.  For  even  this  "being  admitted,  I  can  by  no  means 
fee,  how  it  is  fo  convincing  a  Proof  as  Mr.  Bragge  pre¬ 
tends  ,  i  hat  thefe  Fits  were  immediately  inflicted  by  evil 
Spirits.  Fie  tells  us,  indeed,  ( to  prove  this)  That  our 
Saviour  has  preferred  Prayer,  as  the  heft  Remedy  againft  the 
Tower  and  fialice  of  Satan  5  That  there  is  great  Force  in 
it,  to  drive  out  evil  Spirits  ;  and  that  our  Saviour  and  his 
Jpofiles  cafi  out  many  Devils  by  that  means  All  this  is 
very  true,  but  nothing  at  all  to  his  purpofe.  For  it  is 
but  an  odd  way  of  Arguing,  to  fay  ,  That  becaufe  De¬ 
vils  may  be  cafi  out  by  the  Force  of  Prayer ,  that  therefore  all 
Curing  of  Difiempers  by  this  means,  is  Cafiing  out  Devils. 
If  indeed  our  Saviour  had  told  us,  that  Prayer  was  effe¬ 
ctual  in  Curing  fuch  Diftempers  only  as  are  inflicted  by 
Evil  Spirits  ,  then  Mr.  Bragge’s  Argument  would 
have  been  ftrong  and  good  :  But  to  this  we  are  told  the 
contrary.  For  the  Apoftle  St.  James  gdylfes.  Jam.  y.  14, 
I  y.  That  if  any  man  be  Jick ,  he  jkould  call  together  the  Elders 
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of  the  Church  ,  and  let  them  fray  over  him ,  anointing  him 
with  Oyl  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  :  And  then  promifes. 
That  the  Frayer  of  Faith  fall  fave  the  fick  ,  and  the  Lord 
fall  raife  him  up.  It  is  not  here  faid,  If  any  Man  be 
bewitched  among  you  3  or  be  pojfejjed  with  an  Evil  Spirit  ; 
but  if  any  man  be  fick  ;  meaning  ah  Sorts  of  Difte-m- 
pers  whatfoever.  And  it  is,  I  think,  beyond  Difpute, 
that  it  was  frequent ,  not  only  in  the  Times  of  Chrift 
yand  his  Apoftles,  but  for  many  Years  after,  for  Bt- 
fhops  of  the  Church  to  cure  many  Natural  Diflcm- 
pers  by  this  means.  So  that  Anne  Thornes  being  re¬ 
cover’d  out  of  her  Fits  by  Prayer ,  is  every  whit  as 
good  an  Argument  to  prove  her  Diftemper  to  be  Na¬ 
tural  ,  as  it  is  to  prove  it  inflided  by  an  Evil  Spirit  ; 
and  for  this  very  Reafon  it  is  an  Argument  for  nei¬ 
ther.  All  that  it  proves  (if  it  be  true )  is,  That  Godhas 
not  yet  wholly  withdrawn  this  miraculous  Fewer  of  Curing 
Difeafes>  from  his  Ministers ;  but  as  to  the  Nature  of  the 
Diftemper  which  is  thus  cured ,  it  is  no  manner  of  an 
Argument,  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

But  we  are  now  come  to  another  Ccniideration, 
which  feems  not  only  to  be  an  Argument  of  Witch¬ 
craft,  but  which  does  alfo  feem  to  affix  this  Witchcraft 
upon  Jane  Wenham ;  and  that  is,  the  Recovery  cf  Anne 
Thorne  cut  cf  her  Fits  immediately  upon  Jane  WenhamV 
coming  to  her.  But  here  again  Mr.  Bragge ,  according  to 
his  peculiar  Way  of  relating,  has  told  us  only  in  gene¬ 
ral  Terms,  that  fe  was  in  a  Fit  •  or  if  he  has  attempted 
at  any  time  to  deferibe  thefe  Fits  to  us,  it  is  done  with 
fo  little  Care  and  Exadnefs,  that  it  is  impoffible  that  any 
one  fhould  be  able  to  form  any  certain  Judgment  con¬ 
cerning  them.  We  are  told  that  fe  was 
fpeechlefs  •  that  her  Eyes  were  fut ;  that  fe  P.9,10,11, 
feemed  to  be  in  great  Mi fiery  and  Torture,  in  a  12,  17. 
Swoon3Deady  and  the  like.  Now  what  any 
Man  is  able  to  gather  from  all  this  (unlefs  he  is  able  to 
conjure f)  I  pannot  for  my  part  imagine.  What,  I  would 
::  "  '  '  * '  fain 
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fain  know,  did  Mr*  Bragge  fee  in  Anne  Thorne  at  that 
time,  which  made  him  think  Jhe  was  in  a  Swoon ,  or  Dead  ? 
What  Symptoms  were  then  upon  her,  that  we  may  be 
affured,  thefe  fainting  Fits,  which  flie  feemed  to  be  in, 
were  truly  and  properly  fuch  ?  I  am  not  able  to  guefs 
what  Mr.  Bragge  means  by  feeming  to  be  Dead ,  or  feem- 
ing  to  be  in  a  Swoon ,  any  more  than  that  he  and  per¬ 
haps  the  reft  of  the  Perfons  about  her,  thought  her  to 
be  fo  :  But  how  far  hisy  or  their  Judgments,  are  to  be  re¬ 
lied  upon  in  this  Cafe,  depends  upon  fomething  that  I 
know  nothing  of,  I  mean  their  Skill  in  thofe  Matters ,  and 
the  Care  and  ExaBnefs  that  were  made  ufe  of  in  examining 
into  every  particular  Circumflance  of  her  Diforder.  And  there¬ 
fore,  till  1  have  better  Information  about  thefe  things, 
I  cannot  avoid  being  in  the  fame  Doubt  that  I  was  in 
with  relation  to  the  former  Story  *  viz.  Whether  ever 
flie  was  r  covered  out  of  any  Fits  at  all  by  Jane  Wen- 
ham's  coming  to  her .  The  Story  indeed  that  is  mentioned 
Tag.  18.  may  perhaps  feem  to  put  this  Matter  beyond 
difpute.  This  I  obferved  before,  and  acknowledge  now, 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  be  feme  real  Diftemper  ;  and  yet  it 
is  here  faid,  that  foe  was  recovered  at  the  fight  of]  a  tie  Wen- 
ham.  But  I  obferve,  here,  that  fined  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  other  of  her  Fits  were  of  the  fame  Nature,  this 
comes  now  to  be  confidered  as  one  fingle  Cafe ,  which 
(becaufe  it  may  be  no  more  than.  Accident)  in  my  hum¬ 
ble  Opinion  is  not  fufficient  to  juftify  this  Charge  of 
Witchcraft .  If  flie  had  never  recovered  but  this  one  time> 
I  dare  lay  no  body  would  have  been  fo  rafh  and  fooliffe 
ly  credulous,  as  to  have  thought  it  a  good  Argument  to 
fix  this  Witchcraft  upon  Jane  IVenham .  But  if  the  other 
Fits  were  not  real  Diftempers,  this  will  then  be  truly 
the  Cafe :  This  Story  will  then  ftand  alone,  and  the 
Force  of  the  others  which  fhould  fupport  and  efiablijh  it, 
will  be  entirely  loft. 

But  I  need  not  infift  upon  this  Argument,  fince  Mr. 
Bragge  himfelf  has  unluckily  put  one  much  better  into 
my  Hand.  He  has  given  us  an  Account  of  a  certain 
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Perfon,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  be¬ 
witched,  and  who  alfo  was  recovered  out  of  Par\  2.-  f, 
her  Fits  by  the  Touch  of  her,  who  was  11,12. 
thought  to  have  been  the  Perfon  that  had 
bewitched  her.  But  an  ingenious  Perfon  being  there  pre- 
fent,  and  obje&ing,  it  feems,  that  this  Experiment  was 
not  fufficient  to  find  the  Prifoner  Guilty  (who  was  now 
upon  her  Tryal)  fince  the  affli&ed  Perfon  perceiving  the 
Witch  to  touch  her,  might  counterfeit  all  thofe  violent 
Motions,  which,  upon  that  Occafion,  were  obferved  in 
her :  It  was  defired  by  the  Judge,  that  feme  Eminent 
Gentlemen  would  attend  this  diftetnpered  Perfon,  while 
fhe  was  in  one  of  her  Fits  at  the  other  End  of  the  Hal!, 
and  bring  one  of  the  Witches  to  her.  They  did  fo,  it 
feems,  and  the  Maid  being  blinded,  one  Amy  Duny  was 
brought  near,  but  another  Perfon  touched  her,  and  the 
Touch  had  the  fame  Effect  as  that  of  the  Witches  had 
before. 

This  is  the  Story  ,  as  Mr.  Bragge  himfelf  has  related 
it ;  and  becaufe  I  know  he  has  a  large  Meafure  of  Faith 
to  beftow  upon  things  of  this  Nature,  I  cannot  in  the 
lead  doubt  but  that  he  is  fully  perfwaded,  that  this  Maid 
was  bewitched ,  and  that  Jhe  then  laboured  under  fome  real 
Diftemper  of  Body,  when  fhe  was  recovered  by  the 
Touch  of  this  Woman.  Give  me  leave  therefore  to 
Philofophize  a  little  upon  this  Matter,  and  endeavour 
to  give  fome  Account  of  this  extraordinary  Accident. 

And  in  order  to  this,  I  do  here,  in  the  firft  place,  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  Maid  finding  her  felf  in  fome  ftrange 
Diforder,  did  really  imagine  her  felf  to  be  bewitched , 
(  whether  fhe  really  was  or  not,  it  does  not  fignify  ) 
and  from  the  common  Opinion  that  People  had  of  this 
Amy  Duny,  and  fome  other  concurrent  Circum  dances, 
did  like  wife  fuppofe  her  to  be  t  he  Perfon  that  had  be¬ 
witched  her.  This  ftrong  Perfwafion  of  hers,  could 
not  poffibly  but  raife  in  her  the  higheft  Hatred  and  A- 
verfioti  to  this  Woman,  and  the  utmoft  Eagernefs  and 
Impatience  to  revenge  her  felf  of  her ,  whenever  fhe 
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came  in  her  way.  From  this  Heat  of  Paffion,  and 
immoderate  Thirft  after  Revenge  there  will  naturally 
arife  a  violent  Commotion  and  Exagitation  of  the 
Spirits;  which  cannot  but  caufe  very  great  Difturban- 
ces  and  Alterations  in  the  Animal  Oeconomy.  Ry  this  the 
Blood,  and  other  Humours,  will  receive  a  new  Fermen¬ 
tation,  and  be  raifed  up  into  violent  Ebullitions,  and 
irregular  Motions ;  the  folid  Parts,  which  depend  upon 
thefe,  will  be  varioufly  altered  in  the  Tone,  and 
Movement  of  them;  in  a  word,  the  whole  Frame  of 
the  Body  will  be  difcompofed  and  put  out  of  Order, 
and  Nature  will  exert  it  felf  after  the  mo  ft  ftrange  and 
uncommon  Methods.  Hence  thofe  diftradled  Looks, 
that  Sparkling  of  the  Eyes,  and  Tremblings  of  the 
Joints,  which  we  obfervein  Anger ;  that  Sprighlinefs  of 
Countenance,  thofe  Antick  Geftures,  and  Exultations, 
which  we  obferve  in  Excefs  of  Joy :  Hence  in  fhort,  all 
thofe  different  Faces  which  Nature  puts  on  ,  in  all  the 
various  Affedfions  and  Movements  of  the  Soul. 

From  this  Foundation ,  it  will  be  no  hard  Matter  to 
give  fome  tolerable  Account  of  the  Cafe  before  us: 
For  this  Maid  (  as  I  before  obferved  )  being  under  fuch 
ftrong  Perfwafions,  that  fhe  was  bewitch'd  by  this  Amy 
Duny ,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  immediately  upon  this 
Touch  which  fhe  received.  Nature  fhouid,  by  the  Me¬ 
thods  juft  now  mentioned,  be  rowzed  up,  and  by  a 
fudden  and  violent  Plunge  extricate  her  felf  out  of  thofe 
Difficulties  under  which  (lie.  then  laboured.  Neither 
does  it  at  all  alter  the  Cafe  ,  that  it  was  not  Amy  Duny , 
but  fome  other  Woman ,  that  then  touched  her ;  for 
(  as  it  was  there  righly  obferved  )  this  Maid  might  be, 
and  doubtlefs  was,  deceived  in  the  Perfon  ;  and  ima¬ 
gine  it  to  be  the  Witch ,  when  it  really  was  not.  And  it 
is  the  very  fame  thing  with  relation  to  all  the  Effecfts 
and  Confequenccs,  whether  it  were  fhe  or  any  other 
that  then  touched  her,  provided  the  Maid  did  fully  be - 
lieve ,  and  was  firongly  perfwaded ,  that  it  was  really  fhe. 
Mr.  Bragge  may  not  perhaps  like  this  Solution  of  mine ; 
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but  I  do  affure  him  it  is  no  more  than  what  may  be 
confirmed  by  many  parallel  Inilances.  We  fee  fome- 
times  Perfons  in  an  Hyfierick  Fit ,  Apoplexy,  or  Lethargy, 
fuddenly  brought  to  themfelves  again  by  plucking  of  the 
Hair,  Burning,  or  nipping  of  the  Skin,  and  fuch  like  Me¬ 
thods  i  nay*  I  have  known  many  even  breathing  out  their 
lafi  Gafp *  who  have  been  revived  agai n  for  federal  Days, 
only  by  a  Jhr ill  and  fudden  fcreaming  with  the  Voice* 
Now  all  thefe  Methods*  however  various  in  themfelves* 
do  yet  unanimoufly  agree  in  theCaufe  and  Manner  by 
which  they  operate.  All  that  they  do  is  to  give  a  quick 
and  fudden  Motion  to  the  Spirits ;  and  it  is  wonderful 
to  think  with  what  an  uncommon  Force  Nature  will 
ftruggle  upon  thefe  Occafions ;  and  how  eafily  and  fpeedi- 
ly  it  will  mailer  the  moil  violent  and  dangerous  Difor- 
ders. 

And  now*  I  hope*  we  have  in  fome  Meafure  open’d 
the  way  to  the  Springs  of  this  new  Life*  which  Anne 
Thome  received  at  the  Approach  of  Jane  IVenham .  The 
Cafes  are  fo  exa&ly  the  fame*  that  I  take  it  for  granted 
the  Reader  mull  have  gone  along  with  me  in  the  Ap¬ 
plication  of  them  to  each  other.  She  was  now  in  a  vi¬ 
olent  Fit ,  which  I  fuppofe  either  to  be  Hyftericai , 
or  fomething  like  it  *  and  her  Brain  being  in  fome  DiF 
order*  tho’  not  fo  as  to  render  her  wholly  infenfibie  of 
her  Condition*  Ihe  has  a  ftrong  Perfwafion  in  her  fell* 
that  this  Jane  IVenham  had  bewitched  her.  No  wonder 
then  that  upon  the  Approach  of  this  Woman  to  her* 
her  languid  Spirits  were  immediately  alarm’d*  that  ihe 
was  rowzed  and  awakened  out  of  her  Fit*  and  that  ihe 
thirfled  with  Impatience  after  her  Blood *  whom  ihe  flip-? 
pofed  to  be  the  Occafion  of  ail  her  Miferies. 

We  will  now  therefore  give  Mr.  Bragge  Leave  to  fup¬ 
pofe  as  many  real  Fits  as  he  pleafes,  and  doubt  not  but 
we  fhall  be  able  to  folve  them  froth- the  fame  Principles, 
There  is  one  thing  alone*  which  may  feem  to  be  an  Ob¬ 
jection  againft  what  I  have  faid  ♦  which  is*  That  Anne 
Thorne  newer  recovered  upon  the  Touch  of  any,  other  Ver fon9 
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although  (he  could  not  tell  whether  it  were  the  real  Witch  or  no. 
But  I  do  here  very  much  wonder  ,  how  Mr.  Brugge 
could  fay  all  this  with  fuch  an  Air  of  Affurance.  The 
Experiment  was  never  made  but  once  that  I  can  find, 
and  that  at  P.  1 6.  Here  we  are  told.  That  Anne 
Thorne  was  in  a  Fit ,  and  that  every  one  of  thofe  Women , 
which  Jane  Wenham  had  accufed ,  were  brought  to  her ,  to 
fee  if  they  could  raife  her  out  of  her  Fit.  Well ,  what  did 
they  do?  Why,  Mr.  Bragge  himfalf  tells  us,  that  they 
touched  hery  and  fpoke  to  her .  And  yet  he  tells  us  here. 
That  Anne  T  horne  never  recovered  at  the  Touch  of  any 
B erf  on  befides  Jane  Wenham,  although  Jhe  could  not  tell  whe¬ 
ther  it  were  fie  or  no.  But  is  it  credible,  that  Anne  Thorne 
fliould  have  been  thus  long  converfant  witn  Jane  Wen - 
ham,  and  not  know  her  by  her  Voice  ?  Surely  a  Man 
muft  have  neither  Care ,  nor  Shame ,  that  can  write  at 
this  rate  !  But  let  us  proceed.  After  thefe  Women  had 
tried  to  recover  Anne  Thorne ,  and  could  do  no  good 
with  her,  we  are  told  immediately ,  that  Jane  Wenham 
was  brought  to  her  privately ,  and  that  then  Anne  Thorne 
prefently  flew  at  her.  But  how  privately ,  I  would  know, 
was  all  this  done  ?  Was  it  fo  privately  that  Mr,  Bragge 
can  be  fatisfied  ,  that  flie  had  no  Hint  or  Intimation  of 
it  ?  He  talks  fo  coldly ,  and  fo  fparingly  here,  that  I  almoft 
begin  to  fufped  that  he  himfelf  knows  not  how  to  af¬ 
firm  this.  Well  !  but  at  P.  12.  ( which  is  the  only 
Place  befides,  where  we  read  of  Jane  Wenhands  being 
brought  to  Anne  Thorne  privately )  Mr.  Bragge  tells  us 
fornething  more,  which  is,  that  her  Eyes  were  clofed  ; 
But  was  it  therefore  impoffible,  that  flie  fhould  know 
any  thing  of  J  ane  Wenham* s  coming  to  her  ?  Is  Mr. 
Bragge  fure  that  flie  did  not  peep  out  a  little  under  her 
Eye-lids?  Lack-a-day,  he  does  not  confider  how  expert 
fuch  young  Wenches  are  at  leering.  But  once  more,  I 
wou’d  know ,  Were  her  Ears  clofed  as  faft  as  her  Eyes  ? 
Was  Ihe  not  able  to  hear,  becaufe  flie  could  not  fee  ?  Is 
Mr.  Bragge  alfured,  that  amongft  fuch  a  Throng  of 
People  that  was  generally  about  her,  fomebody  or 
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other  cRd  not  unluckily  blab  out,  that  Jane  Wenham  was 
a  coming  ?  I  am  very  much  afraid,  that  he  can  give 
no  good  Anfwer  to  all  thefe  Queftions  •  but  till  he  can* 
I  mu  ft  beg  leave  to  be  of  Opinion*  that  Ame  Thorne  did 
feme  way  or  other  fmell  out  what  they  were  a  doing , 
and  knew  very  well  that  was  the  Witch  that  touched 
her. 

But  if  now  after  all  this,  the  Devil  muft  be  concern¬ 
ed  here ,  I  fee  not  yet  what  Ground  they  have  from 
hence  to  charge  Witchcraft  upon  Jane  Wenham .  A 
Witch ,  according  to  Mr.  Bragge'  s  own 
Notion  *  is  one  who  eonfents  by  any  Part  2.  F.  29. 
League  or  Contraff  to  make  Ufe  of  the 
Aid  and  Affifiance  of  the  Devil.  But  now  for  my 
Life  X  cannot  fee,  how  it  follows  from  this  Maid’s  Re¬ 
covery  out  of  her  Fits  upon  Jane  Wenham  s  coming  in  , 
that  there  ever  was  fuch  a  Contract  made  between  her 
and  the  Devil.  If  this  Diftemper  depended  upon  the 
Devil’s  Power,  may  not  the  Devil  fufpend  this  Power, 
and  take  off  the  Diftemper  whenfoever  he  pleafes  ? 
Was  it  not  as  eafy  for  him  to  do  this  upon  any  other 
Perfons  coming  into  the  Room,  as  it  was  upon  Jane 
Wenham' s ?  Suppofe  then  that  it  had  come  in  theDevil’s 
Head  to  have  taken  off  this  Charm,  and  releafed  the 
Maid  out  of  her  Fit,  exactly  at  the  Time  that  Mr. 
Bragge  came  in,  wou’d  any  one  have  been  fo  mad  as 
immediately  to  have  concluded  Mr.  Bragge  to  have  been 
a  Conjurer  ?  I  dare  fay,  Mr.  Bragge  will  not  like  this 
Conclufion  ;  but  why  then  will  he  be  fo  partial ,  as  to 
call  Jane  Wenham  a  Witch,  upon  the  very  fame  Foun¬ 
dation  upon  which  he  wou’d  think  it  very  hard  himfelf 
to  be  fo  thought  of?  Mr.  Bragge  will  fay  perhaps,  that 
this  is  not  the  fame  Cafe  ;  for  Jane  Wenham  is  known  to 
be  a  very  wicked  Woman ;  and  befides,  fhe  is  already 
under  ftrong  Sufpicions  of  Witchcraft.  Very  right  ; 
but  fhe  is  therefore,  I  think,  the  more  proper  Perfon 
for  the  Devil  to  play  his  Pranks  upon.  If  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  railing  up  Anne  Thorne  £t  the  Touch  or 
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Approach  of  Jane  Wenham ,  it  was  doubtlefs  'With  a 
Defign  to  bring  her  under  the  Name  and  Scandal  of  a 
Witch,  and  perhaps  to  deftroy  her  ;  but  this  he  wou’d 
have  found  it  a  very  hard  Matter  to  have  done,  had  fine 
been  a  Perfon  of  an  Eftablifhed  Credit  and  Unfull y’d 
Reputation.  Befides,  it  is  reafonable  enough  to  think, 
that  God  wou'd  not  have  permitted  him  to  have  brought 
fo  foul  a  Character  upon  any  one  that  is  truly  Good 
and  Virtuous ;  but  I  cannot  fay  the  fame  for  thofe  who 
are  otherwife.  Jane  Wenham  may,  for  any  thing  I 
know,  deferve  that  Punifhment  which  God  has  now 
laid  upon  her ;  and  he  may,  for  that  Reafon,  have  given 
her  up  wholly  to  the  Devil's  Mercy ,  to  be  dealt  with 
juft  as  he  fhail  think  fit  to  ufe  her.  So  that  after  all  this 
to  do,  about  Anne  Thorne's  Recovery  at  the  Approach  of 
Jane  Wenham ,  nothing  more  can  be  argued  from  heneo 
(  even,  fuppofmg  the  Devil  was  concerned  in  it  )  than 
that  he  had  an  Intention  of  doing  Mifchief  to  them 
both.  To  the  one,  by  affliding  her  with  Bodily  DR 
feafe  ;  and  to  the  other  by  bringing  her  under  a  fufpi- 
clon  of  being  the  Perfon  who  ads  as  his  Inftrument, 
and  who  is  the  occafion  of  all  thofe  Sufferings. 

But  if  this  will  not  do,  here  are  it  feems  feveral 
other  Marks  and  Characters,  which  are  fufficient  to  fix 
Witchcraft  upon  Jane  Wenham,  The  firffc  of  which  is 
Anne  Thorn  $  crying  out  upon  her ,  In  all  her  Intervals  as  the 
oceajion  of  all  her  Torments.  This  Mr.  Bragge  feems  to  lay 
a  mighty  ftrefs  upon,  whenever  he  has  occafion  to 
fpeak  of  it.  But  with  all  due  fubmiffiou,  I  take  it  to  be 
a  Plea  fo  very  weak,  as  nothing  in  Nature  can  be  more. 
Pray  is  it  not  poffible  for  a  crack-brainM  Creature  to 
believe  her  felf  bewitch'd  when  there  is  really  nothing 
in  it  ?  And  if  it  be  poffible  to  be  thus  miftaken  in  the 
thing  It  felf ’  is  it  not  likewife  poffible,  nay  is  it  not  ne- 
cejfary  that  Che  Chould  miftake  in  the  Author  of  it  ?  Or  is 
it  not  poffible,  that  one  who  has  a  defign  to  play  Tricks 
and  fet  her  Neighbours  a  Raring,  to  feign  her  felf  be¬ 
witched,  and  then  to  make  a  huge  Outcry  upon  any 
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Perfon  that  ferves  beft  fo t  her  purpofe  ?  All  thefe  things 
are  very  poffible,  and  therefore  till  it  be  proved  that 
Anne  Thome  is  really  bewitched.,  her  crying  out  againft 
Jane  Wenham  will  prove  no  more,  than  either  that  fhe 
thinks  ftie  has  bewitched  her,  or  has  a  mind  that  other 
Folks  fhould  think  fo.  But  neither,  if  this  could  be 
proved,  do  I  fee  any  great  good  it  can  do  :  For  I  tan 
by  no  means  think  it  neceffary,  that  when  any  Perfon 
is  bewitched,  the  Devil  muft  needs  inform  him  of  the 
Inftrument  he  has  made  ufe  of.  He  might,  as  far  as  we 
can  tell,  take  poffeffion  of  Anne  Thorne  and  yet  leave 
her  wholly  in  the  Dark  upon  whofe  Errand  he  came  ; 
and  if  fo,  I  am  not  as  yet,  I  muft  confefs,  fo  entirely 
fatisfy’d  with  Anne  Thornes  Infallibility ,  as  to  think  file 
might  not  poffibly  mi  flake  and  charge  the  Witchcraft 
upon  a  wrong  Body.  In  this  Cafe,  if  Jane  Wenham  had 
been  never  fo  innocent,  fhe  would  have  been  fare  not- 
withftanding  to  have  had  all  the  Mifchief  laid  at  her 
Door  ;  for  fhe  having  fo  long  been  fufpecded  by  alt  her 
Neighbours,  Anne  Thorne  it  is  likely  would  have  been 
ready  enough  to  have  concluded  it  was  fhe,  without 
giving  her  felf  the  trouble  of  looking  out  any  further. 
But  after  all,  I  fee  no  abfurdity  in  fuppofmg  here,  that 
the  Devil  himfelf  might  be  the  Deceiver  ;  his  Credit  I 
think  is  not  fo  very  good,  that  what  he  fays  muft  al¬ 
ways  be  depended  upon.  And  therefore,  he  might 
perhaps  put  it  into  Anne  Thornes  Head,  that  this  Mo¬ 
ther  Wenham  had  bewitched  her,  when  at  the  fame 
time  it  might  neither  be  fhe  nor  any  other  Perfon. 

The  Threatnings  of  Jane  Wenham  to  Anne  Theme ,  do 
indeed  feem  to  carry  a  much  greater  force  along  with 
them  ,*  and  were  I  affured,  that  Jane  Wenham  did  threa¬ 
ten  thofe  very  Diforders  to  Anne  Thorne  which  fell  upon 
her  afterwards,  it  would  have  inclined  me  very  ftrong- 
ly  to  conclude,  that  fhe  is  feme  fuch  Perfon  as  Mr. 
Bragge  pretends  her  to  be  :  For  this,  if  done  for  feveral 
times  fucceffively,  would  have  been  a  convincing  proof 
of  her  being  confems  of  her  having  receiv'd  this  Power 
;  1  *  '  '  ''  '  from 
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from  the  Devil,  and  confequently  an  Argument  of 
fome  League ,  Contract ,  or  AJJurance ,  made  with,  or  re¬ 
ceived  from  him.  But  now  to  fhow  the  Reader  with 
how  little  Judgment  Mr.  Bragge  has  apply’d  this  Confi- 
deration  to  the  Cafe  of  Jane  Wenham ,  I  would  defire 
him  to  obferve  thefe  following  Particulars. 

i.  That  we  have  no  fufficient  Affurance  from  him> 
that  Anne  Thorne  was  ever  threatned.  at  all  'and  in  this  Point 
1  am  willing  to  allow  Mr.  Bragge  more  Latitude  than  he 
has  allowed  himfelf.  He  tells  us  P.  %o.  That  one  thing 
which  fix’d  this  Witchcraft  upon  Jane  Wenham ,  was  her 
Threatening  Anne  Thorne  after  her  fir  ft  running  for  Sticks  ; 
he  therefore  puts  the  I  flue  of  the  whole  Caufe  (I  mean 
fo  far  as  the  Threatnings  of  Jane  Wenham  are  concerned} 
upon  this  one  Threatnmg.  But  now  I  will  here  be  fo  fair 
with  him,  as  to  take  in  all  thofe  Paffages  where  the 
Threatnings  of  Jane  Wenham  are  mention’d  throughout 
this  whole  Narrative,  and  confider  what  grounds  of 
Truth  and  Certainty  are  contained  in  them.  Her  faying 
to  Mr.  Gardiner ,  when  fhe  left  his  Houfe,  That  if  Jhe 
could  not  have  Juftice  done  there,  fhe  would  have  it  fomewhere 
elfe ,  will  not  I  fuppofe  be  confider’d  as  a  Threatning .  All 
that  fhe  can  be  thought  to  have  intended  by  that  is.  That 
fince  Mr.  Gardiner  had  not  in  her  Opinion  allowed  her  a  fuff  - 
cient  fatisfaffiion ,  for  the  Indignities  that  had  been  offered  to 
her  by  John  Chapman,  Jhe  would  have  recourfe  to  fome  other 
Methods  of  doing  her  felf  Juftice.  What  thefe  Methods 
were,  fhe  did  not  fay,  and  for  that  reafon  no  one  can 
pretend  to  determine  precifely  what  was  her  meaning  ; 
poffibly  file  might  think  of  going  to  Sir  Henry  Chauncy 
again,  or  to  fome  other  Juftice  of  the  Peace  ;  or  poffi¬ 
bly  fhe  might  intend  to  fatisfy  her  felf,  by  taking  fome 
private  Revenge  upon  the  Perfon  who  had  injured  her. 
But  however  this  be,it  is  certain, that  Anne  Thorne  cannot 
here  be  faid  to  be  threatned.  One  would  be  inclinable  to 
think,  that  if  any  one  was  here  threatned  it  was  John 
Chapman ,  for  he  was  the  Perfon  that  fhe  fuppos’d  had 
done  her  wrong,  and  he  mutt  therefore  have  fuf- 
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fer’d,  if  flie  had  (what  (he  called)  Jufiice  done  her. 
The  firft  Time  therefore  that  it  can  be  pretended  that 
Anne  Thorne  was  threatned  is  at  Page  f.  after  (he  had 
been  running  for  Sticks.  Here  we  are  informed,  that 
Jane  Wenham  told  Anne  Thome,  that,  if  fhe  told  anymore 
fuch  Stories  of  her  (  meaning,  that  fhe  had  bewitched  her) 
it  fhould  be  worfe  for  her  than  it  had  been  yet.  But  now¬ 
here  is  not  one  Perfon  befides  Anne  Thorne  her  felf,  that 
is  pretended  to  have  heard  Jane  Wenham  fay  ah  this : 
Anne  Thorne  alone  affirms  it ;  Jane  Wenham  as  confident¬ 
ly  denies  it :  But  here  is  not  lo  much  as  a  third  Perfon 
to  decide  the  Controverfy,  and  tell  us  which  of  them 
is  to  be  believed.  We  are  told  indeed.  That  whereas 
Jane  Wenham  faid  that  file  was  at  Wefion,  when  Anne 
2  borne  (aid  (he  was  threatned  by  her  j  7  horn  as  Ireland  made 
Oath,  that  he  faw  her  in  the  Town  of  Walkerne,  within 
three  Minutes  of  that  'very  time.  This  indeed  ( if  true  > 
proves  Jane  Wenham  to  be  a  Liar ,  but  it  does  not  Drove 
her  to  be  a  Witch  ,  for  fire  might  poffibly be in  T^wn 
at  that  time  that  fhe  is  here  laid  to  have  threatned  Anne 
Thorne ,  and  yet  never  fo  much  as  have  feen  her.  This 
Story  then  depending  purely  upon  Anne  Thornes  Evi¬ 
dence,  is  with  me  of  no  weight  at  all.  The  next  and 
only  Place  befides,  where  there  is  mention  made  of  any 
Thr earning  is  at,  P.  30.  Where  we  are  given  to  under¬ 
hand,  That  Jane  Wenham  told  William  Burroughs  of  WaL 
kerne,  who  went  to  fee  her  in  Prifon,  That  Anne  Thorne 
fiould  not  be  well ;  and  that  at  the  fame  time  file  alfo 
threatned  Anne  Street,  faying ,  That  jhe  jhould  be  worfe .  But 
this  was  only  attefied  to  Mr.  Bragge ,  and  never  (worn  to 
befoie  any  Magiftrate  j  neither  has  Mx.  Bragge  given, 
11s  the  leaft  Knowledge  of  the  Chara&er  of  this  Wil¬ 
liam  Burroughs ,  that  we  may  be  allured  he  ought  to  be 
believed  in  vvhat  he  fays.  So  that  this  whole  Story  of 
Jane  Wenham's  threatning  Anne  Thorne ,  although  a  thing 
of  the  utmoft  Importance,  depends  wholly  upon  the 
Evidence  of  Anne  Thorne  her  felf,  and  of  William  Bur¬ 
roughs,  i,  e»  of  No-body,  and  of  Some-body ,  we  know  not 

who-  .  2.  The 


.  .  ,  (  G  ) 

2.  The  next  Thing  that  I  would  defire  the  Reader 
to  take  Notice  of,  is.  That  Jane  tyenham  is  not  fo  much 
as  pretended  ever  to  have  threatned  Anne  Thorne,  before  jhe 
mas  aBually  feized  with  thefe  Fits .  Before  her  firft  run¬ 
ning  for  Sticks,  as  I  have  proved,  and  as  Mr.  Bragge  feems 
to  grant,  fhe  was  not  once  threatned ;  and  we  may  ob- 
ferve  the  fame  Thing  with  relation  to  Anne  Street  ;  fhe 
was  never  threatned  at  all  before,  P.  30.  And  then  Mr. 
Bragge  himfeif  confeffes,  that  jhe  had  been  in  the  like  Con¬ 
dition  with  Anne  Thorrfe  for  fever al  Days  before .  Now 
to  me  this  feems  to  be  a  very  plain  Proof,  that  Jam 
Wenham  was  not  at  all  confciom  to  her  felf  of  any  Power 
that  fhe  had,  of  bringing  thefe  Diforders  upon  thefe 
Perfons  ;  for  if  fhe  had,  it  is  very  likely  that  fhe  would 
have  been  as  forward  to  have  threatned  them  before  as 
flie  was  afterwards.  Neither  will  it  help  Mr.  Bragge  to 
fay,  that  fhe  might  forbear  threatning  thefe  Perfons  be¬ 
fore  they  were  feized  with  thefe  Diffempers,  on  pur- 
pofe  that  fhe  might  not  be  fufpedted  ;  for  this  Argument 
bears  full  as  ffrong  againft  himfeif  as  it  does  againft  me ; 
it  being  as  good  a  Proof,  that  fhe  ought  not  ever  to  have 
threatned  them  at  all ,  as  that  fhe  fhould  not  threaten 
them  before  thefeDiJ orders  fell  upon  them ,  But  it  is  no  great 
Matter,  whether  we  can  from  hence  prove  that  Jane 
Wenham  was  not  confcious  to  her  felf  of  any  Power  that 
fhe  had  over  thefe  Perfons,  provided  it  cannot  be  pro¬ 
ved  by  this  Argument  that  jhe  vaas.  And  that  it  cannot , 
I  think  will  appear  very  Evident,  if  we  confiderf 

0.  Fhe  Manner  in  which  Jane  Wenham  exprejjed  her  felf 
in  ’thefe  Jhreatnings .  Thefe,  we  may  obferve,  are  all 
of  them  made  up  of  fuch  General  Terms ,  that  any 
one  alive  might  fay.  the  fame  thing,  without  being  in 
any  great  Danger  of  being  miftaken.  The  moil  that 
ever  fhe  laid,  was.  That  jhe  jhould  be  worfe  •  that  jhe  fhould 
not  be  welly  and  the  like.  Now  thefe  are  fuch  compre- 
henfive  Words,  that  they  are  equally  applicable  to  any 
Kind  of  Diforder  incident  to  Human  Bodies :  And 

therefore,  fhe  can  be  no  more  faid  (by  faying  thefe 
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Words )  to  have  threaten’d  Anne  Thorne  with  thofe  ve¬ 
ry  Symptoms  which  (he  afterwards  labour’d  under* 
than  fbe  can  be  faid  to  have  threaten’d  her  with  the 


Stone,  Gout,  or  any  other  Illnefs ;  fince  whatfoever 
Di (order  might  fall  upon  her,  it  might  with  equal  Pro¬ 
priety  of  Speech  be  (aid,  That  floe  was  not  well.  Had 
(he  threaten’d  any  particular  Difafter  to  Anne  Thome , 
where  we  could  have  diftinguiflied  her  Meaning,  fuch 
as  being  Blind,  Lame ,  Deaf '  &c.  and  it  had  happen’d  J 
this  indeed  would  have  been  fomething.  But  for  a  Per- 
fon  to  fee  another  Tick  before  her  Eyes ,  and  then  to 
fay  no  more  of  her  ,  than  that  fhe  jhould  not  he  well  yet  ; 
or,  that  fhe  Jhould  he  worfc  •  this  is  fuch  a  Piece  of.  Black 
Art ,  as  mod  Old  Women  think  them fe Ives  learn’d  in. 
It  is,  perhaps,  but  an  even  Chance,  whether  a  Perform 
that  is  lick ,  fhall  be  well,  better,  orworfe  •  and  there-* 
fore  whatever  Jane  tVenham  had  faid  of  Anne  Thorne , 
fhe  would  have  had  a  very  fair  Throw  to  be  in  the 
right,  efpecially  if  fie  had  (as  we  may  reafonably 
fuppofe  fhe  had)  any  tolerable  Knowledge  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  her  Diftemper.  The  Threatnings  therefore  of 
Jane  TVenham  to  Anne  Thorne ,  tho’  never  fo  true,  Will  do 
Mr.  Bragge  no  Service,  in  proving  Jane  TVenham  to  be 
a  Witch  ;  becaufe  they  are  not  fuch  as  are  neceffarily 
required  in  this  Cafe  ;  i.  e .  They  are  fach  as  cannot 


prove,  that  Jane  TVenham  was  confcious  to  her  felf  of 
any  Power  that  fhe  had  of  Caufing  thofe  Diforders* 
which  afterwards  difcover’d  themfelves  in  Anne  Thorne  ; 
which  is  the  only  thing  that  can  give  fuch  Threat nings 
the  Force  of  an  Argument. 

But  all  this ,  it  feems ,  is  not  enough  to  clear  Jans 
TVenham  •  who  (to  convince  all  the  World  of  the  Ju- 
ftice  of  that  Opinion  which  they  had  all  along  enter-* 
tabl’d  of  her)  now  confeffes  that  fhe  is  a  Witch  •  and 
that  fhe  had  a  Hand  in  Bewitching  Anne  Thome.  And 
of  this  I  am  not  willing  to  doubt ,  it  being  v  r 
attefted  by  fo  many  Credible  and  Subftantial 
Witrieffes.  But  then,  I  am  here  very  defirous  to  know 
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what  {he  meant  by  being  a  Witch  ;  and  whether  it  be 
certain ,  that  fhe  ufed  that  Word  Witch ,  in  the  fame 
Senfe  in  which  Mr.  Bragge  all  along  underftands  it  ? 
Doubtlefs  fhe  could  not  but  be  fenfible,  that  (he  had  for 
many  Years  pall  lived  in  a  continual  Courfe  of  Wick- 
ednefs  ;  That  fhe  had  a  very  malicious  and  envious 
Mind  ;  That  {he  had  by  this  been  often  moved  to 
wiih  People  Harm ,  and  that  fometimes  her  Wifhes 
had  been  accomplished.  Poflibly  too  fhe  might  be  fo 
Weak  as  to  imagine*  that  fhe  had  a  real  Power  of  pro¬ 
curing  Mifchief  to  thofe  to  whom  fhe  wifhed  it.  All 
thefe  Things,  I  fay,  fhe  might  think  of  ;  and  this  per¬ 
haps  might  be  all  the  Notion  that  fhe  had  of  Witch¬ 
craft  :  And  if  this  be  true,  ’tis  eafy  enough  to  under- 
Hand  how  fhe  fhould  confefs  her  felf  a  Witch,  and  yet 
(  at  the  fame  time  )  neither  be,  nor  think  her  felf  to 
be  really  fo.  No,  you’ll  fay  $  for  fhe  con- 
y>  21.  feffes  fhe  has  a  Familiar  Spirit,  and  that  fhe 
was  in  Covenant  with  the  D'evil.  But  what  did 
fhe  mean  again,  by  having  a  familiar  Spirit,  or  being  in 
Covenant  with  the  Devil  ?  Did  fhe  explain  her  felf  upon 
thefe  Terms  ?  Did  fhe  fay  that  fhe  had  receiv’d  any 
Tokens  or  Affurances  from  Satan ,  by  which  fhe  knew 
that  fhe  was  able  to  make  ufe  of  his  Affi  dance  l  Pof- 
fibly  fie  might  underftand  no  more  by  having  a  Fami¬ 
liar  Spirit^  or  being  in  Covenant  with  the  Devil ,  than  fhe 
did  by  being  a  Witch  ;  i.  e.  that  fhe  was  a  very  wicked 
and  malicious  Perfon,  one  who  wifhed  ill  to  her  Neigh¬ 
bours,  and  had  been  for  a^  long  time  con verfant  in  thofe 
practices  which  the  Devil  delights  in  ,  and  of  which 
he  is  laid  to  be  the  Father  :  This,  I  fay,  is  what  fhe 
might  call,  and  properly  enough  too,  a  Familiarity 

with  the  Devil 

It  may  be  faid  here  ,  perhaps.  That  Jane  Wen ~ 
hams  confeffing  that  this  Spirit  went  about ,  and  appeared 
to  Anne  Thorne  in  her  Shape ,  argues  fomething  of  Con- 
n  aT  or  Familiarity  with  it,  in  the  ftri&eft  Senfe  ;  and 
fo  indeed  it  would,  did  it  appear  that  fhe  had  any 

Know- 
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Knowledge  of  this  immediately  from  the  Spirit  it  felf. 
But  to  me  this  is  not  fo  evident  :  For  Jane  Wenham  ne¬ 
ver  fpoke  of  any  Familiar  at  all  that  fhe  had ,  before  it 
had  been  given  in  upon  Oath  ,  that  (he  was  fan  in  the 
Town,  and  that  jhe  had  threaten'd  Anne  Thorne,  at  a  time 
when  fhe  knew  very  well  fhe  was  at  another  place. 
Now  this  might  very  well  put  the  Woman  to  a  ftand. 
For ,  becaufe  fhe  could  not  well  disbelieve  what  had 
been  fworn  to,  nor  yet  underftand  how  it  was  poffible 
fhe  fhould  threaten  Anne  Thome ,  when  at  the  fame  time 
fhe  knew  fhe  had  not  fo  much  as  feen  her  •  this,  I  fay, 
might  put  her  to  a  ftand,  and  make  her  fay  (becaufe 
fhe  had  no  other  way  to  folve  the  Difficulty)  that  it 
tv  as  the  Devil  in  her  Shape.  And  I  dare  fay  ,  that  if 
any  one  fhould  come  and  fwear,  that  he  fawMr,  Bragge 
at  fuch  a  Time,  and  in  fuch  a  Place,  (  when  he  knew 
that  he  was  elfewhere)  he  would  be  very  apt  to  make 
the  fameAnfwer,  and  cry,  It  was  the  Devil ,  and 

not  I. 

fo  that  notwithftanding  it  be  true  ,  that  Jane 
Wenham  did  literally  confefs  her  felf  to  be  a  Witch  •  it 
is  not  fo  very  plain,  that  fhe  did  own  her  felf  to  be 
what  Mr.  Bragge  meant  by  being  fo.  But  I  fhall  not 
infift  upon  this  Argument ;  but  fuppofe ,  if  you 
pleafe,  that  her  Confeffion  was  as  full  and  as  proper  as 
you  can  defire  :  For  even  upon  this  Suppofition,  there 
will  be  Two  Things,  which  will  very  much  fhake  the 
Credit  and  Authority  of  this  Confeffion. 

The  Fir  ft  is,  The  Circumftances  which  Jane  Wen¬ 
ham  was  in,  at  the  time  of  her  Confeffion,  which  were 
fuch  as  I  think  were  very  likely  to  occafion  her  to  fpeak 
things,  tho'  to  her  own  Prejudice  •  which,  at  the  fame 
time,  might  not  be  really  true.  Mr.  Bragge  tells  us. 
Par.  2.  p.  37.  To  at  her  Confejjion  was  free- and  unreflrained , 
no  Force  having  been  ufed  to  bring  her  to  it.  Now  although 
I  look  upon  this  to  be  very  true  in  the  Senfe  wherein  he 
fpeaks,  yet  I  very  much  queftion  whether  it  were  ab~ 
folutely,  and  in  ail  refpedts ,  fo  free  and  unreflrained, 
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as  could  have  been  defi  red.  lam  very  well  fatisfv’d, 
that  Mr.  Gardiner  and  Mr.  Strutt >  are  both  of  them  Men 
of  too  much  Integrity,  to  attempt  by  any  outward  vi¬ 
olence  to  make  her  confefs  any  thing  (he  was  not  really 
guilty  of ;  but  then  I  think,  that  the  inward  State  and 
Condition  of  her  own  Mind  at  that  time  might  lay  a 
far  greater  force  upon  her  than  any  outward  violence 
whatfcever.  The  fear  and  furprize  which  fhe  was  then 
in  were  doubtlefs  very  considerable  ;  Tor  the  whole 
Neighbourhood  was  now  in  an  uproar  againft  her,  fhe 
was  haled  to  a  Magistrate  in  order  to  he  fent  to  Prifon, 
and  for  any  thing  (he  knew  to  the  contrary  to  the  Gal¬ 
lows.  All  this,  I  fay,  and  many  other  frightful  Cir- 
cumftances  befides,  which  People  generally  fall  under 
upon  Inch  Occafions,  might  fo  far  unfettle  and  diftracft 
her  Mind,  as  to  m.ake  her  hardly  her  felf,  and  prompt 
her  to  fay  fhe  knew  not  what.  Befides,  Mr.  Strutt 
had  but  juft  before  been  telling  her,  that  If  fee 
P.  if.  were  guilty  of  any  fuch  thing  ft  would  he  the  belt  thing  ~ 
fee  could  do  to  confefs  it ,  and  in  this  he  difcharged 
himfelf  as  a.  faithful  Guide  ;  for  fo  it  certainly  would 
be,  as  he  added,  for  the  Salvation  of  her  Sold ,  and  the  Good 
of  others.  Now  it  is,  not  very  unlikely  but  that  Jane  Wen - 
ham,  through  Miftake,  and  want  of  Attention,  might 
mhapprehend  him,  and  imagine  his  meaning  might  be, 
that  her  Confeffion  would  be  an  Argument  with  Sir 
Henry  Chauncy  to  deal  more  favourably  with  her,  per¬ 
haps  to  let  her  have  her  Liberty  again,  or  at  leaft  to  de¬ 
fer  fending  her  to  Gaol  for  foraeL  time.  The  latter  of 
thefe  is,  I  am  well  allured,  more  than  a  bare  Suppofiti- 
cn  ;  for  Mr.  Strutt  told  me  himfelf  not  long  ago,  that 
when  he  was  endeavouring  to  bring  Jane.  JVenham  to  a 
Confeflioii,  he  did  tell  her,  that  he  would  prevail  upon 
Sir  Henry  Chauncy ,  it  he  could,  to  defer  putting  the 
Mittimus  in  execution  ;  now  it  k  poffible,  I  fay,  that 
fi  e  might  upon  thefe,  and  feme  fuch  like  Expectati¬ 
ons  be '  brought  to  confefs  what  perhaps  fhe  was  not 
guilty  of.  It  is  very  certain  that  many  Perfons  have 
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been  brought  to  confefsby  fuch  Methods  as  thefe  and 
however  innocent  fhe  might  be,  yet  fuch  wore  Peoples 
Prejudices  again  ft  her,  that  fhe  could  not  but  forefee 
what  a  terrible  Storm  was  drawing  towards,  her,  and 
that  fhe  muft  fuffer  what  perhaps  fhe  thought  as  bad  as 
Hanging  before  fhe  could  be  releafed,  and  therefore 
might  rather  chufe  to  get  off  this  way  than  by  a  Le¬ 
gal  and  Formal  Tryal. 

But  if  thefe  Anfwers  do  not  feem  fufficienr.  there  is 
yet  a  Second  Suppofition,  which  .may  perhaps  a  little 
help  us  in  the  prefentCafe,  and  that  is,  that  Jane  Den¬ 
ham’s  Difcontents  under  her  Condition  in  this  Life, 
might  make  her  willing  to  lay  hold  of  this  Opportuni¬ 
ty  of  getting  out  of  the  World.  I  have  heard  Inftan- 
ces  of  fome  who  have  done  fo  in  this  very  Cafe,  and  l 
know  not,  but  Jane  Wenbamh  Circuniftances  might  be 
fuch,  as  might  with  her  be  a  fufficient  Motive  to  make 
ufe  of  the  fame  Methods.  Merhinks  a  poor  Woman, 
that  has  lived  for  Sixteen  Years  under  the  Character  of 
a  Witch, and  by  this  means  was  become  fo  odious  to  all 
her  Neighbours,  as  to  be  deny  id  in  a!!  probability,  the 
common  Neceffaries  of  l  ife,  fhould  have  enough  upon 
her  to  make  her  lick  of  the  World,  and  defirous  of :  be¬ 
ing  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  thefe  Misfortunes  ; 
for  my  own  part  1  fhould  rather  chufe  to  fubmit  to  a 
Thoufand  Deaths,  than  to  bear  ali  thofe  Hardfhips 
which  are  the  conftant  and  neceffary  Attendants  of  fuch 
a  C  hara&er.This  Objection  Mr.  Brag'ge  has  taken  notice 
of  and  allowed  it  to  have  its  weight  in  fome  Cafes  ;  and 
I  am  ft  i  1 3  of  opinion  that  it  may  have  its  weight  in  ’this, 
notwithftanding  any  thing  he  has  faid  to  the  contrary! 
There  being  ftrong  Prefuwptions  here  that  this 
Charge  was  true,  is  nothing  at  all  to  Mr.  Tar.  2. 
Braggs’ s  purpofe,  but  makes  the  Argument  ftill  P.  17. 
ftronger  on  my  fide.  For  the  more  firmly  her 
Neighbours  believed  her  to  be  a  Witch,  without  doubt 
the  worfe  they  would  ufe  her,  and  confequentlv  fhe 
muft  be  fo  much  the  more  willing  to  be  releafed" From 
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tier  Misfortunes.  I  grant  indeed,  that  a  Maglfirate  who 
fits  as  a  Judge  upon  fuch  Matters,  and  who  is  to  ad  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Evidence  that  he  has  of  things,  has 
greater  reafon  to  take  the  Confeflion  of  a  Perfon  when 
he  has  firong  Preemptions  again  ft  him  than  when  he  has 
none;  and  fo  has  any  one  elfe  too  who  only  confiders 
the  matter  in  a  private  Capacity.  And  therefore  I  do 
not  deny,  but  thefe  Preemptions  in  this  Cafe  of  Jam 
Wenham  (if  they  be  fo  ftrong  as  Mr.  Bragge  pretends) 
do  amount  to  a  collateral  Evidence,  and  make  the  thing 
more  probable.  But  ftill  I  think  all  this  does  not  come 
up  to  a  plain  proof ;  for  it  muft  be  granted,  that  there 
are  oftentimes  ftrong  Prefumptions  where  there  is  no 
real  Guilt  ;  and  in  fuch  a  Cafe  I  do  not  fee  why  the 
innocent  Perfon  may  not  have  much  greater  reafon  to 
make  a  Confeflion,  upon  the  Motives  whereof  we  are 
now  fpeaking,  that  if  the  Sufpicions  againft  him  were 
of  lefs  Weight  and  Importance.  What  reafon  I  would 
fain  know,  could  Jane  Wenham  have  to  confefs  her 
felf  a  Witch  ;  if  the  Prefumptions  againft  her  were 
not  fo  ftrong  as  to  make  the  World  believe  her  to  be 
fo? 

Wc  are  now  come  to  another  Circumftance  mentio¬ 
ned  by  Mr.  Bragge ,  and  which  perhaps  may  be  thought 
an  Argument  of  Jane  Wenbarns  being  a  Witch,  and 
that  is.  The  great  Difficulty  of  fetching  Blood  from  her.  Of 
this  we  have  Two  Inftances  fet  down  in  this  Narrative. 
The  Fir  ft  is  at  P.  io.  where  we  are  told,  that  Anne 
Thorne  fcrat ched  Jane  Wenham  upon  the  Forehead  with  fuch 
Eager nefs  and  Fury,  that  the  Noife  of  her  JSfafs  feemed  to  all 
that  were  prelent,  as  if  (he  were  fcrat  eking  againft  a  Wainfcot , 
and  yet  no  Blood  followed ,  although  at  the  fame  time  her  Fore - 
head  was  fadly  torn  and  mangled  by  the  Girl9 s  Mails. But  this 
Inftance,  as  ftrange  as  it  is,  will  upon  due  Examination 
I  believe  be  found  to  have  nothing  at  all  in  it  but  what 
is  both  Natural  and  Common.  For  after  all  thefe  Lofty 
and  Aggravating  Expreffions,  wherewith  Mr,  Bragge 
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has  dreffed  up  this  Story,  it  may  Very  reafonably  be 
queftion’d  whether  Anne  Thorne  did  any  thing  more 
by  fcra tching  Jane  Wenham  than  barely  raife  up  the 
Cuticuia  or  Scarf-skin :  and  if  this  were  all,  it  would 
not  be  in  the  lead:  wonderful  to  me  ,  that  Jane 
IVenham  fhould  not  bleed  upon  being  thus  Scratched . 
Nothing  is  more  common  than  this;  I  my  felf  have 
feen  many,  who,  I  will  anfwer  for  them,  were  neither 
Witches  nor  Wiz,z>ards,  fcratched  after  fiich  a  manner,  as 
perhaps  Mr.  Bragge  wou’d  call  being  fadly  torn  and  mang¬ 
led ,  without  fo  much  as  one  Drop  of  Blood  following 
thereupon.  The  Reafon  of  which  I  conceive  to  be 
this,  that  the  Blood  Veffels  of  that  Part  being  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fine  and  (lender,  it  is  poffible  they  may  be 
very  much  broken,  and  yet  the  Blood  not  iffue  forth 
in  fuch  a  Quantity  ,  as  to  be  taken  notice  of.  This 
Reafon  will  carry  ftill  greater  Force  with  it,  if  the 
Perfon  fcratched  be  fuppofed  to  be  one  that  is  old, 
weak,  fickly,  or  under  any  Sort  of  Habit  or  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Body  as  is  naturally  attended  withra: Scarcity 
of  Blood,  and  with  a  Weaknefs  and  Languiditeflof 
the  Circulatory  Motion.  For  in  this  Cafe,  the  whole 
Mafs  of  Blood  will  be  contained  within  the  larger 
Veffels,  and  the  extreme  Capillaries  will  be  defrauded 
of  that  Share  or  Proportion  which  is  natural  to  them  ; 
and  confequently  it  muff  then  be  with  greater  Difficul¬ 
ties,  that  the  Blood  can  be  fetched  out ,  upon  fcratch- 
ing,  or  railing  up  the  External  Teguments  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy.  That  this  is  the  very  Cafe  of  Jane  Wenham ,  is  too 
plain  not  to  be  taken  notice  of;  and  therefore  it  is,  1 
think,  no  hard  Matter  upon  this  Reafoning,  to  fee  how 
it  comes  too  pafs,  that  Jane  Wenham  ffiould  be  fcratched 
without  bleeding  thereupon.  I  fhall  conclude  this  Sto¬ 
ry  with  acquainting  the  Reader  with  fomething  which 
I  heard  from  Mr.  Archer  of  Sandon ,  a  Perfon  whofe 
Credit  Mr.  Bragge  often  appeals  to,  viz,.  That  he  once 
or  twice  faw  her  after  they  had  been  fcratching  her, 
and  that  her  Face  and  Linnen  were  all  of  a  gow  Blood . 
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Is  not  this  then  a  ffirewd  Sign,  that  the  Devil  is  not  fo 
very  choice  of  'Jane  Wenham  %  Blood,  but  that  it  may 
be  (pent  upon  Occafion  ;  and  that  if  it  ever  happened 
that  fhe  did  not  bleed  upon  being  fcratched,  it  was  on¬ 
ly  becaufe  fhe  was  not  fcratched  enough  for  that  Fur- 
pofe  ? 

But  we  are  told,  P.  19.  That  Mr.  Chauncy  ran  a  Tin 
into  her  Arm  a  great  many  times,  and  once  up  to  the  Head 9 
leaving  it  in  her  Arm  ,  that  all  the  Company  might  fee  it * 
But  this  Account  does  by  no  means  fhow,  that  Jane 
Wenham  did  not  bleed  as  much  as  other  Folks  are  wont 
to  do  upon  the  like  Occafions,  We  are  not  affured  that 
the  Pin  was  run  in  deep  enough  to  make  her  bleed, 
but  once,  and  that  is  when  it  was  run  up  to  the  Plead  ; 
and  here  we  are  told,  that  after  the  Pin  was  pulled  out, 
there  juft  appeared  a  little  watery  Serum .  That  little  then 
perhaps  may  be  enough  to  ferve  our  turn  ;  for  I  hope 
neither  Mr.  Chauncey ,  nor  Mr.  Bragge ,  could  expedfc 
that  Jane  Wenham  fhould  have  bled  at  the  fame  rate, 
upon  being  pricked  with  a  Pin ,  that  fhe  would  have 
done  upon  being  ft  trek  with  a  Penknife  or  Lancet. 
But  this  it  feems  was  not  what  might  he  called  Blood  ;  but 
for  what  Reafon  it  might  not,  I  cannot  imagine.  All 
we  are  told  to  fhow  that  is,  that  it  was  thin  and  watery y 
i.  e,  I  fuppofe  it  was  not  altogether  fo  thick  as  Cream  , 
or  hafty  Pudding.  Mr.  Chauncy ,  k  is  like,  expected 
that  J  am  Wenham  s  Blood  fhou’d  have  been  as  rich  and 
as  florid  as  that  of  Anne  ‘Thornes,  or  of  any  other  Vir¬ 
gin  of  about  16.  He  makes  no  Difference,  I  fee,  be¬ 
tween  the  Beef  and  Mutton  Regimen,  and  that  of 
Turnips  and  Water-gruel.  If  this  be  a  good  Teft  of 
Witchcraft ,  we  may  hang  up  (  as  far  as  I  know)  all  the 
poor  old  Women  In  the  Kingdom  ;  for  if  they  were  all 
to  be  pricked  at  this  rate,  we  might  chance  to  find 
their  Blood  of  the  fame  Colour,  and  Confiftency. 

But  admitting  now,  that  Jane  Wenham  did  not  Bleed 
as  much  as  is  ufual  upon  thefe  Occafions,  or  even  not 
at  all,  there  is  one  Confideration  which  I  think  will  af¬ 
ford 

», 
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ford  a  fufficient  Anfwer  to  any  Argument  that  caa  pof- 
fibly  be  drawn  from  this  Topick  ,•  and  that  is,  the  Dread 
and  Confiernation  that  the  poor  Wretch  was  in  upon  thefe 
Occa  lions.  But  juft  before  fhe  was  fcratched,  the  Con- 
ftables  had  been  breaking  open  her  Doors  upon  her  • 
and  having  feized  her,  dragged  her  by  main  Force  (  as 
may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  )  to  Mr.  Gardiner  s  Houfe. 
In  the  other  Inftance  Mr.  Chauncy  fnatches  a  Pin  out  of 
her  Hand,  flies  at  her,  and  runs  it  fix  or  feven  Times 
into  her  Arm.  Such  Ufage  as  this  was  enough  to  frigh¬ 
ten  a  poor  Old  Woman  out  of  her  .Wits,  and  to  congeal 
and  ftagnate  thofe  naturally  cold  and  fiuggifh  Humours 
which  file  had  within  her.  Fear,  by  ^natural  taw 
within  ourfelves,  which  we  can  fooner  experience  than 
explain^  weakens  and  unbends  the  Animal  Powers,  The 
Heart  languilhes 5  the  Fibres  lofe  their  proper  Tone  and 
Elafticity  ;  and  the  Blood,  through  want  of  a  fufficient 
Force  to  drive  it  forward,  grows  languid  and  flow  in  its 
circulatory  Motion.  Hence  it  is  that  (  as  Phyficians 
inform  us)  the  moft  violent  Hemorrhages  are  oft-tiipes 
flopped  by  a  fudden  and  vehement  Fright ;  because  the 
Moment  or  Force  by  which  the  Blood  preffes  againft 
the  Sides  of  the  Veffels,  being  by  this  means  diminifli- 
ed,  the  Lips  of  the  broken  Orifice  are  eaffly  cemented 
again  to  one  another.  And  if  this  may  be  effected  in 
the  larger  Branches  of  the  Veffels  where  the  Stream  of 
the  Blood  is  more  rapid  and  impetuous,  how  much  ra¬ 
ther  in  the  extream  Capillaries,  where  the  Force  of  the 
Blood  is  naturally  very  fmalS ;  and  may  therefore  very 
eafily  be  loft  upon  the  leaf!  decay  or  failure  in  the  Bloods 
Motion. 

But  the  Story  of  "feme  Wenham's  not  being 
able  to  fay  the  Lord's  Prayer,  is  what  furprizes  P.io,  12. 
me  moft  ;  not  that  Jane  Wenham  could  not 
repeat  it,  but  that  any  one  fhould  be  fo  very  whimfical, 
as  to  bring  it  as  an  Argument  for  the  Proof  of  this 
Tfitchcraft.  Strange  and  wonderful  indeed,  that  a  poof 
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wicked  old  Wretch,  that  has  not  faid  her  Prayers  thefe 
20  Years,  and  perhaps  was  never  able  to  fay  them  in 
her  whole  Life,  fhould  blunder  for  the  three  or  four  firft 
Times  fhe  was  called  to  it !  And  not  only  fo,  but  when 
fhe  was  under  flich  Circumftances  too  as  had  been  e- 
nough  to  have  confounded  her,  had  Che  been  able  to 
have  faid  them  never  fo  perfedly.  For  my  own  Part, 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  I  could  have  faid  them  better, 
if  I  knew  my  Life  were  at  flake,  and  depended  upon 
that  Teft.  Mr.  Bragge  may  call  me  Wizzard  for  this  if 
he  thinks  fit ;  but  I  will  venture  to  affirm  further,  that 
fome,  even  of  thofe  Wife  Heads  who  gave  Verdibt  againft 
her,  would  have  been  as  much  puzzled  as  fhe,  had  they 
been  called  to  do  it  in  open  Court  •  nay,  I  know  not 
whether  Mr.  Bragge  himfelf  would  have  come  oft  bet¬ 
ter.  But  howr  good  an  Argument  foever  this  may  have 
been  in  its  time,  it  is  now  quite  done,  and  good  for  no¬ 
thing  ;  for  Ufe  and  Experience  has,  it  feems,  rubbed 
up  her  Memory  ;  and,  as  I  am  credibly  informed  by 
thofe  who  have  been  with  her,  fhe  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  fofrie  time,  as  able  to  fay  the  Lord’s  Prayer  as  Mr. 
Bragge ,  or  any  one  elfe. 

I  have  by  this  time  gone  through,  I  think,  every 
Thing  that  is  material  in  the  Hiflcry  of  Anne  Thorne : 
As  for  that  of  Anne  Street ,  1  fhali  not  trouble  my  felf 
about  it,  it  being  by  far  lefs  confiderable,  and  confe- 
quently  anfwered  with  far  lefs  difficulty.  It  is  by  no 
means  ftrange  to  me,  that  Anne  Thome  having  acfled.  her 
Part  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  others  fhould  by  degrees  be 
drawn  into  the  Plot;  or  that  the  Rumor  of  her  being  be¬ 
witched  having  made  fuch  a  Difturbance  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  ,  others  fhould  begin  to  fancy  them  (elves  in 
the  fame  ill  handling.  I  fhali  therefore  now  only  crave 
the  Reader’s  Patience,  whilft  I  Anfwer  an  Objection  or 
two,  which,  I  forefee,  may  be  raifed  againft  thefe  Re¬ 
marks  in  general. 
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r.  It  may  be  urged,  that  I  have  here  fuppofed  Anne 
'Thome  to  labour  under  feme  natural  Diftemper,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  Opinion  of  all  thofe  who  were  about 
her,  and  declared  their  Belief  of  the  Contrary.  This 
Objection,  I  muft  own,  lies  full  againft  me  ;  I  did  fay 
her  Diftemper  was  fomething  Natural,  and  am  ftill  of 
that  Opinion  ;  and  if  I  am  miftaken,  I  mull  thank 
Mr.  Bragge  for  it.  I  have  no  other  Knowledge  of  Anne 
Thorne's  Illnefs,  than  what  Mr.  Bragge  has  been  pleafed 
to  give  me  ;  and  if  I  have  not  confider’d  fuch  things 
as  I  have  no  Knowledge  of,  I  am  not  to  be  blamed  : 
But  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  is  not  fo  much  as 
one  Symptom  in  his  whole  Book,  which  may  not  be  Na¬ 
tural  ;  and  if  not  directly  Hyfterical ,  yet  fomething  very 
nearly  related  to  it.  What  are  Convulfions  of  the  Body , 
Palenefs  of  the  Face3  Lownefs  and  Deadnefs  of  Pulfe ,  a  dif- 
orderly  and  irregular  Imagination ,  &c.  but  Symptoms  com¬ 
mon  enough  in  thefe  Cafes  ?  And  as  to  thofe  of  running 
and  leaping  at  thofe  unufual  rates ,  if  they  are  not  of 
that  Tribe,  I  hope  I  have  at  lead  ffiown  them  to  be 
fuch  as  may  fairly  be  refolved  into  Natural  Caufes. 
Mr.  Bragge  tells  us  indeed,. that  a  very  ingenious 
Gentleman ,  and  able  Phyftcian3  faw  her  in  one  of  Difcoverj , 
her  Fits ,  which  too  was  the  leaf  that  ever  (he  had  •  P*  3 
and  gave  his  Opinion  of  it  as  a  ~Phyfician3  that  it 
was  no  natural  Diftemper .  But  this  Declaration  01  his, 
does  not  with  me  avail  any  thing  at  all.  For  I  would 
very  fain  know  what  the  Doctor  could  mean,  by  fay¬ 
ing  that  it  was  no  Natural  Diftemper.  Did  he  mean  that  it 
was  fuch  a  Diftemper  as  he  had  never  obferved  before ,  or  ne¬ 
ver  had  been  obferved  by  any  one  beftdes  in  ordinary  BraBice  ? 
Or  did  he  mean  that  it  was  fuch  a  Diftemper  as  was  abfo - 
lately  beyond  the  Fo\ver  of  Natural  Cau  fes  to  produce  ?  If  this 
latter  were  his  meaning  (as  it  muft  be,  to  do  Mr.  Bragge 
any  fervice  )  I  fhould  defire  no  ftronger  Proof  to  fhow 
that  his  Judgment  is  not  to  be  depended  on.  For  I  do 
here  challenge  and  defy  the  bed  Phyfigian  upon  Earth, 
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provided  he  confiders  of  what  he  fays,  to  affirm  any 
luch  Thing  of  any  Diftemper.  It  is  a  Negative  Proposi¬ 
tion,  and  what  therefore  can  never  be  plainly  proved, 
unlefs  its  Pofitive  can  be  brought  to  a  flat  Contradiction : 
And  the  Doctor  can  do  this,  I  will  freely  give  up  the 
whole  Caufe,  and  comply  with  every  thing  Mr.  Bragge 
would  have  me.  But  this,  I  dare  believe,  is  what  he  will 
not  pretend  to  •  if  he  does,  he  pretends  to  more  than 
evet  any  one  pretended  to  yet,  or  can  reafonably  pre¬ 
tend  to,  upon  that  fhort  and  imperfect  Knowledge  we 
have.of  our  own  felves.  Shall  we,  who  know  not  fo 
much  as  by  what  Force  or  Power  the  Heart  and  Pulte 
beat,  who  underftand  not  by  what  means  the  raoft  re¬ 
gular  and  hmple  Operations  are  produced  in  us  •  pre 
tend  to  fathom  the  more  abfirufe  and  hidden  Myfteries  of 
Nature,  and  to  define  the  utmoft  Extent  of  her  Power 
in  all  her  moft  fecret  and  Complicated-Motions  '  Thic 
would  be  full  as  extravagant  an  Attempt,  as  to  pretend 
to  fee  Bounds  to  the  Sea  by  faying.  Hither  Jhalt  thou 
and  no  further :  it  fuppofes  fuch  a  compleat  and  perfect 
jvnow.edge  of  the  Oeconomy  ot  our  Bodies,  as  no  Man 
ever  yet  had,  or  ever  can  have,  and  which  alone  be- 
longs  to  that  Infinitely  Wife  Being,  by  whole  Under- 
ftandmg  we  were  framed,  and  who  is  the  Spring  and 
Fountain  ot  all  Life  and  Motion  in  us.  Every  Diftem- 
per  incident  to  Humane  Body,  is  a  My  fiery  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  our  weak  Reafoning  to  comprehend  ;  they 
all  depend  upon  Caufes  wholly  unknown  to  us  -  and 
therefore  unlefs  Experience  had  been  our  Guide  and 
innrucior,  cou!d  no  more  have  faid  of  the  moft 

common  and  ordinary  Difeafe,  that  it  could,  or  could  not 
be,_  than  we  could  have  pretended  to  have  fixed  Bounds 
to  infinite  Wifdom  and  infinite  Power. 

' ,  "  *  4  4  •_  f  .  I 

r  fvf5  l  mak(;  f!°  queftion,  but  the  ©odor  is  very 
jenhble  of ;  and  therefore  I  am  very  inclinable  to  be- 
ae\e,  that  he  meant  no  more  by  faying  Anne  Thornes 
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Difiemper  was  not  Natural  ■  than  That  it  was  fuch  a  Difem. 
per  as  he  had  not  before  cbferved  in  his  ordinary  Prallice. 
But  t  en  I  think  Mr.  Braggeis  very  much  out  in  his  Way 

of  thfnffi  ™Yn  maHDg  Ufe  0f  this  Declaration 
Fo-  doe^  h^foUn  fTUi;of  hlsr  Ponded  Witchcraft. 

and [  uncommon^  that  therefore  it  mud  be  fomething^W 
toe  nver  of  Natural  Caufes  .?  Is  Nature  always  ty’d  down 
,  to  the  fame  uniform  way  of  a&ing  •  and  is* it  not  poffi- 

£  fevreraakieFanyrar>ai°nS  P  the  Ufe  and  Exercife  of 

knovv  b^r  ;2CU  n  - ?  rb  Wh°  can  agree  to  all  this, mull 

contra  rv  of  rh’°k  .ImY’  0r  °^any  thing  befides  ;  the 

two  c„kdeAc  beY  b  c[uek  that  there  is  hardly  any 

i  felf  claSv  aft WhlCl,  C.he  fame  Di Sniper  will  fhow 

deed  ififluY  311  lts  Circumdances.  And  in¬ 
deed  ,  it  is  wonderful  to  me,  that  confidering  the  Dif- 

fpYr^  °  t!X’  Confiltution ,  and  many  other  Cau- 

[n  us  tha’t  v  t0  th£  Produdion  of  DifeJfcs 

irreeulaHn^  n  d  I10t  be  far  m01'e  inconftant  and 
difeo  ver  fo,£  °Peratlfs>  and  that  every  Day  fliould  not 
r  ?  e  ,  °!  -e  new  and  uncommon  Difader.  Every  Dif- 

th^fe  wb1rhtS  Beg'n”i,ng ’  and  there  was  a  time,  when 
skill’d  Tn  h  every  °  d  Woman  now  thinks  her  felf 
p„rr  r  \  VVY  as  wonderful  (perhaps)  as  any  one 

former  ^eY  ?!!”“  lllnefs'  And  if  the  Brains  of 
^  caft  ln  the  fame  Mould  with  Mr. 

havf  been  C°  thlnk  what  a  Rout  there  would 

Witches  wo  iTa  '  T  many  Diftories  and  Trials  of 
Witches  would  daily  have  been  publilh’d. 

eeJataind  0b^hn Jhicb  («  is  likely)  may  be  ur- 

Anne  Th  ’  w  5  , That  1  have  in  thefe  Papers  charged 

which  ne°Fe  W'th  ^  Dfgn  °f  Cheat  and  dmpofiure  ; 

Char  a  cler\/(r  Y’  mly  no.t  gecln  go  confident  with  the 

city  and  C  // S*Yen  °f  her,  with  her  SimpU- 
City  and  [mall  Knowledge  of  the  World  ,  nor  with  any 

Mottos  upon  which  (he  can  be  thought  to  have  had 

,  '  any 
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any  fuch  Defign  ;  there  being  no  vifible  Tleafure  or  Vro- 
fit}  which  might  induce  her  to  it.  In  Anfwer  to  which., 
I  beg  leave  to  obferve, 

x.  That  as  to  her  Character,  whatever  it  might  have 
been  formerly,  it  will  now*  be  of  little  Service  to  her, 
in  fecuring  her  from  the  Imputation  of  any  Ill  Defigns, 
which  may  be  charged  upon  her  Mrs.  Gardiner ,  who 
at  that  time  feem’d  fo  fully  perfuaded  of  her  Ihnocen- 
ey,  and  who  all  along  fpoke  fo  favourably  of  her,  has 
by  this  time  fo  much  Reafon  to  alter  her  Opinion, 
that  I  dare  believe  ,  file  will  not  now  fay  any  thing  in 
her  Defence.  Her  Fidelity ,  which  is  the  only  Virtue 
which  is  able  to  Report  and  give  Credit  to  the  greateft 
Part  of  thefe  Relations,  is  now  entirely  loft,  and  fhe  is 
at  laft  found  to  be  fo  arrant  a  Lyary  that  there  is  no  man¬ 
ner  of  heed  to  be  given  to  any  thing  that  fhe  fays.  I 
do  not  by  this  mean,  that  fhe  is  a  known  and  common 
Ljar  ;  that,  I  muft  confefs,  is  more  than  I  can  affirm  : 
Bet  thus  much  I  can  fay,  and  that  upon  the  Credit  of 
one  whom  I  can  rely  upon,  and  who  heard  it  from 
Mrs.  Gardiner’s  own  Mouth  ;  That  fhe  has  (Tince  thefe 
Accidents  have  happen’d)  caught  her  in  fo  many  grofs 
and  palpable  Lies,  that  fhe  has  now  entirely  laid  afide 
that  good  Opinion  that  fhe  once  entertained  of  her 
This  is  enough  with  me  to  blaft  her  whole  Character , 
and  to  invalidate  the  Credibility  of  every  thing  that 
depends  upon  her  Teftimony.  For  altho’  it  does  not 
xieceffarily  follow,  that  a  Perfon  has  always  been  a 
Lyar  ,  becaufe  he  is  now  one  ;  yet  it  has  been  a 
Piece  of  Juftice  always  paid  to  fuch  fort  of  People,  ne¬ 
wer  to  he  believed .  And  I  think  ,  how  unjuft  foever  it 
may  be  thought,  barely  from  their  affirming  a  thing,  to 
conclude  it  to  be  falfe ,  we  have  yet  all  the  Reafon  in 
the  World  to  be  excufed,  if  we  cannot  upon  their  foie 
Authority  conclude  it  to  be  true. 

2.  As 
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2.  As  to  her  Knowledge ,  and  Experience  in  the  World y 
there  is  little  to  be  faid  about  it  on  either  fide.  If  I 
have  too  high  a  Notion  of  them.,  Mr.  Bragge  may  (on 
the  other  hand)  have  one  as  much  too  low.  The  Poli¬ 
cy  of  fuch  Girls  as  thefe,  is  not  always  open  to  every 
one’s  View  :  They  have  fometimes  Defigns  too  deep 
to  be  prefently  difcover’d  ;  and  are  able  to  manage 
fuch  dark  Intrigues  ,  as  one  would  hardly  fufped  in 
them.  But  as  to  this  in  particular  ,  I  do  not  fee  fuch 
mighty  Difficulties  in  it  ;  but  that  a  firm  Refolution , 
join’d  with  a  moderate  Share  of  Cunning,  might  be  able 
to  carry  her  thro’  it :  And  if  what  ftie  had  was  any 
ways  deficient ,  we  know  there  is  one  abroad  in  the 
World,  who  is  forward  enough  to  encourage  People  in 
ill  Defigns,  and  who  could  lpare  her  fome  of  his  Poli¬ 
cy,  to  make  up  thofe  Defects  in  her  own. 

\ 

3.  As  to  the  Ends  that  fhe  might  propofe  to  her 
felf  in  fuch  Attempts  as  thefe,  whatever  they  are,  we 
may  be  fare  fhe  would  conceal  them  as  much  as  poffible. 
It  is  a  main  Pan  an  Impofior  has  to  play.,  to  be  private  in 
thefe  ;  and  we  daily  fee  in  other  -Cafes ,  that  Defigns 
are  carried  on  with  the  belt  Succefs,  by  thofe  who  feem 
to  have  none.  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  what  Plea  fare  or 
Profit  ft ie  could  expe&  from  an  hnpofiure  of  this  Kind  ; 
but  I  do  not  think  we  have  Reafon  enough  to  conclude 
from  thence,  that  fhe  expedhed  none.  Such  Perfons  as 
thofe  do  not  always  adt  upon  Rational  Motives ;  and  if 
they  did, .they  may  poffibly  have  fome  Defigns,  which 
no  body  is  able  to  fathom  but  themfelves/  In  ihort, 
it  is  the  moft  uncertain  way  in  the  World  ,  to  argue 
from  People’s  Defigns  ;  becaufe  the  Ends  which  Men 
propofe  to  themfelves ,  are  fo  infinitely  various  and 
uncertain.  And  therefore  it  is  not  a  Rational  Infe¬ 
rence,  to  fay  of  any  one,  1  'hat  he  did  not  do  this  or  thaty 
becaufe  we  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  he  ihould  do 
it. 
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Our  Englijh  Hiftory  has  furniflied  us 
with  a  very  Remarkable  Inftance,  what 
wonderful  Impoftures  may  fometimes  be 
carried  on,  by  the  moft  unexperienc’d  and 
(Teemingly)  the  moft  undefigning  People.  I  mean  the 
Story  of  the  Boy  of  Bilfion  5  who ,  by  thofe  ftrange 
and  uncommon  Diforders  which  were  obferv’d  upon 
him,  was  generally  thought  to  have  been  poflefs’d  by 
fome  Evil  Spirit.  He  was,  in  all  Probability,  as  little 
fufpedled  to  have  had  any  Defign  as  Anne  Thorne  ;  and 
yet  it  plainly  appear’d  in  the  End ,  that  he  was  a  moft 
wicked  and  impudent. Cheat,  fet  on  and  encourag’d  by 
fome  crafty  Jefuits,  in  order  to  fupport  the  Power  and 
Authority  of  the  Romijh  Priefthood. 

And  if  Mr.  Bragge  could  have  had  the  Patience  to 
have  waited  a  while ,  Time  (  perhaps )  would  have 
brought  to  Light  even  thefe  hidden  Myfteries.  It 
is  3  I  think ,  now  evident  beyond  Difpute ,  that 
Anne  Thorne  is  not  fo  filly  and  undefigning  a  Girl ,  as  he 
would  make  11s  believe.  If  fhe  has  got  nothing  elfe  by 
playing  thefe  Pranks  ,  fhe  has  got  what  fhe  calls  a  good 
Husband  ;  but  it  is  poffible  it  may  hereafter  appear,  that 
Lie  got  fiomething  more .  I  cannot  fay  this  was  what  , fhe 
expe<fted  ;  but  it  fell  out  fo  very  luckily,  that  methinks 
it  would  be  fome  Excufe,  if  one  fhould  fuppofe  fome- 
thing  of  this  Nature  to  have  been  intended.  There  was 
-a  certain  Cunning  Fellow  apply’d  to  in  this  Cafe  ,  under 
the  Name  of  a  White  Witch  ;  who,  by  his  Prefcriptions, 
has  given  us  pretty  broad  Hints ,  what  he  took  this 
Wench’s  Cafe  to  be.  She  was,  it  feems,  to  wafh  her 
Hands  and  Face  twice  a  Day,  with  a  particular  Kind  of 
Water  which  he  fent  her.  What  the  prefent  Effects  of 
it  would  be,  the  DoBor  did  not  fay  ;  but  (it  feemsj  they 
were  of  fo  odd  a  Nature ,  that  fhe  was  neither  to  be 
trufted  alone,nor  with  much  Company.  One  briskFeUow 
only  was  permitted  to  attend  her  in  a  private  Room, 
for  one,  two,  or  three  Hours,  according  as  there  fhould 

be 
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be  occafion.  This  Method  if  carefully  obferv’d,  the 
Doctor  affirmed  upon  the  Word  of  a  Phyfician ,  would 
in  a  very  fhort  time  procure  her  a  Husband.  The 
Girls  Spirits  were  fo  much  elevated  at  the  Thoughts  of 
this,  that  as  Mr.  Bragge  has  very  well  obferv’d. 

She  was  not  afterwards  very  eafily  frightned ,  but  P.  %2e 
whenever  Jhe  had  a  lucid  Interval  from  her  Pains  ,was 
obferved  to  be  very  ch earful  and  pleafant,  and  pleafed  her  felf 
with  the  hopes  that  e'er  long  Jhe  Jhould  be  well .  Whether  or 
no  the  Doctor’s  Rules  were  carefully  obferved  I  fhall 
leave  die.  Reader  to  guefs  ;  it  is  certain,  that  befides  the 
Sol  icitations  of  Nature  fhe  had  a  careful  Mother  almoft 
continually  at  her  Elbow,  who  would  be  ever  and  anon 
crying  Nan,  have  you  wajhed  your  Face  and  Hands  to  Day  ? 
And  it  is  certain,  that  fhe  hasreaped  all  the  Benefit  that: 
could  have  been  hoped  for  from  the  molt  ftri&  and  re¬ 
gular  ufe  of  this  Medicine.The  Man  who  attended  her 
by  the  Do&or  s  Order  is  now  become  her  Husband^ 
which  had  fo  good  an  effetF  upon  her,  that  notwith- 
fianding  all  her  former  illnefs,  fhe  was  able  within  a 
Day  or  Two  to  follow  her  Bridegroom  into  Wales,  (as 
f°me  fay)  or  fome  other  place  a  great  way  of,  it  is  not 
well  known  where. 

The  fame  good  Fate  has  likewife  attended  Anne 
Street  ;  (whether  fhe  borrowed  a  little  of  Anne  Therms 
Water  to  wafh  her  Face  and  Hands  with,  I  do  not  hearj 
but)  fhe  is  alio  Married,  much  to  the  eafe  both  of  Bo¬ 
dy  and  Mind.  The  evil  Spirit  has  it  fee  ms  now  forfa- 
ken  her,  and  given  her  up  wholly  to  the  poffeffion  of 
her  new  Matter.  Flow  it  fares  with  Anne  Thorne  I  have 
not  yet  been  inform’d,  but  I  fuppofe  fhe  is  much  in  the 
fame  condition  that  other  young  Wenches  are  gene¬ 
rally  in,  about  a  Month  or  two  after  Matrimony . 

And  now,  I  hope,  I  have  Efficiently  difeharged  my 
felf  in  the  Examination  of  Mr.  Brugge's  Narrative.lt  is  £ 
think  very  evident  from  what  has  been  faid.i/.That  there 
are  a  great  many  of  the  Fads  themfeives  which  are  not 
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clearly  proved,  zdly,  That  fuppofing  they  were  all 
true  and  certain  in  themfelves,  there  is  yet  no  fuffici- 
ent  proof ,  that  they  were  effected  by  preternatural 
Caufes.  %My,  That  fuppofing  they  were  effe&ed  by 
preternatural  Caufes,  there  is  yet  no  fufficient  Founda¬ 
tion  in  them  to  fupport  this  Charge  of  Witchcraft 
aeainft  Jane  Wenham.  From  whence  it  follows,  that 
the  whole  Story  is  either  groundlefs,  falfe,  or  frivolous, 
or  elfe,  that  Mr.  Bragge  has  given  us  but  a  very  lame 
and  imperfect  Relation  of  it.  And  therefore  I  hope, 
that  after  all  thole  large  Pretenfions  of  his,  to  Fairnefs 
and  Impartiality,  he  will  acknowledge  that  it  now  lies 
upon  him,  either  to  give  up  that  Caufe,  which  he  has 
been  all  long  defending  with fo  much  Zealand  Ajfurance, 
or  elfe  to  begin  again  and  endeavour  to  juftify  himfelf 
by  a  more  compleat  and  perfect  Narrative.  It  is  very 
likely,  that  Mr.  Bragge  may  not  be  fo  forward  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  any  negleft  in  himfelf,  as  to  charge  thefe 
Deficiencies  upon  the  Matters  themfelves,  which  per¬ 
haps  he  will  tell  us  are  not  capable  of  being  more  clear¬ 
ly  handled.  If  this  (hould  chance  to  be  his  Notion,  I 
know  already  what  Anfwer  I  am  likely  to  have, 
See  bis  viz,.  That  I  am  one  of  thofe  unreafonable 
Tref.  Men,  who  require  an  Evidence  greater  than  the 
thing  in  difpute  will  admit  of.  But  for  this  I 
will  apeal  to  all  the  World.  I  leave  any  one  to  judge, 
who  has  confider’d  the  whole  Argument  on  both  fides, 
whether  the  Proofs  which  Mr.  Bragge  has  given  us  do 
come  up  to  this  Standard  ;  i.  e.  whether  or  no  we  have 
all  that  Evidence  that  could  poffibly  be  given, fuppofing 
the  things  now  in  Debate  were  certainly  true  ;  I  will 
leave  this,  I  fay,  to  any  ones  Judgment,  not  becaufe  I 
have  no  Arguments  to  prove  the  contrary,  but  becaufe 
I  think  it  needs  none  ;  however,  if  Mr'.  Bragge  lhould 
be  fo  unreafonable,  as  to  put  me  upon  the  Proof  of 
this,  I  think  my  felf  able  to  give  him  a  Demonftration  of 
it  in  every  Story  throughout  'the  whole  Narrative* 

But 
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But  I  do  not  fee  how  it  will  help  Mr.  Bragge,  if  as 
he  pretends,  he  has  given  us  all  the  Proofs  for  his  Witch¬ 
craft  that  the  Nature  of  the  thing  will  admit  of.  It 
would  indeed  then  be  very  unreafonable  in  any  Man  to 
exped  that  he  Ihould  give  more  ;  but  then  it  would  be 
full  as  unreafonable  in  him  to  exped,  that  any  one 
fliould  believe  it  barely  for  that  Reafon..  For  vvhere- 
ever  the  Thing  in  Queftion  does  not  admit  of  Evidence 
to  weigh  with  a  reafonable  Man,  there  the  Nature  of 
the  Thing  is  fuch,  that  (be  it  never  fo  true;  it  cannot 
be  the  Obied  of  a  wife  Man’s  Faith.  For  our  belief 
of  any  thing  does  not  depend  upon  the  mtrinfick  Cer¬ 
tainty  and  Reality  of  the  Thing  it  felf,  but  upon  the 
Evidence  it  carries  with  it, with  relation  to  us  who  a=e 
to  be  the  Judges  of  it.  And  therefore  fmceit  is  certain 
a  thing  may  be  true,  and  yet  not  capaoie  of  being 
proved  to  be  fo,  it  will  be  to  little  purpofe  to  fay,  that 
we  have  all  the  Evidence  that  the  thing  will  bear,  it  all 

be  not  enough.  ,, 

I  would  not  however  be  fo  under  flood,  as  it  1  affirm  a 

that  the  Devil  has  not  any  way  been  concerned  in 
bringing  thele  Dlfiorders  upon  Anne  Thorne,  Should  I  al- 
fert  thist  I  ihould  think  my  felf  full  as  unreafonable  on 
this  fide  as  Mr.  Bragge  has  been  on  the  other  ?  It  was  a 
current  Opinion  amongft  the  Ancients ,  that  mojt,  it  not 
all  Difeafes  were  occafioned  by  Evil  Spirits  acting  upon 
Human  Bodies  ;  and  I  muft  own,  that  I  do  not  lee 
any  fuch  Ahfurdity  in  this  Notion,  as  to  venture,  poll- 
tivelv  to  affirm  the  contrary.  But  this  (although  true/ 
would  be  nothing  at  all  to  our  purpofe  ;  for  the  Oue» 
Bion  is  not  whether  or  no  thisDiftemper  of  Anne  Thorn  s 
was  occafioned  by  the  power  of  the  Devil  ,  but  whether  or  no 
it  appears  to  have  been  fo ,  upon  thofc  Proofs  which  Mr.  Bragge 
has  given  us.  This,  I  fay,  is  the  thing  to  be  confider  d  ; 
and  this  is  all  that  I  pretend  to  deny.  I  lay  the  lama 
thing  with  relation  to  Jane  Wenham  s  being  employed 
bv  the  Devil  as  his  Inftrument-  in  all  this  Milchier.  1 
'  J  L  z  do 
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do  not  deny  but  thit  flic  mi y  poilibly  be  2  TTitch^  snd 
that  {he  may  poflibly  have  bewitched  Anne  Thorne  ;  and 
if  Mi*.  Bragge ,  or  any  one  elfe  can  give  me  good  proof 
of  that,  I  will  believe  it.  But  I  do  not  think  my  feif 
under  any  mannei  of  obligation  to  do  fo,  upon  thofe 

Arguments  which  have  hitherto  been  urged  to  this  pur— 
pofe 

e  I  ^mtherefo.e  wiJing  to  hope,  thatthefe  Tapers  may 
m  home  meafure  jnftify  Mr.  Juftice  Powell  in  that  diffa- 
t  is  faction  he  discovered  at  the  VerJiB  that  was  brought 
in  againft  this  unhappy  Woman,  and  that  Mr. 
Bragge  wii!  ask  pardon  of  that  Worthy  and 
Eminent  Man,  for  that  Charge  of  Incredulity 
which  he  has  with  fo  little  Modefty  laid  upon 
him.  1  lie  Reader  cannot  but  obferve  with 
now  little  deference  lie  fpeaks  of  him,  whenfoever  he 
I'St  occafion  to  mention  his  Name  ,•  and  how  angry  he 
is  that  he  was  not  as  forward  to  believe  all  thole  'idle 
Storm  concerning  this  pretended  Witchcraft,  as  he  him- 
ielf,  or  the  reft  of  thofe  who  related  them  •  and  I  doubt 
not  but  he  will  be  able  from  hence  to  form  a  true  No¬ 
tion  of  the  CharaBa  of  the  Man,  when  one  of  fo  con- 
nderabte  a  Station,  and  of  fo  great  Worth,  could  not 
escape  his  wjoltnt  Bejlcfdicns . 

But  I  do  not  wonder  at  his  rude  treatment  of  Mr. 
Jutuce  Powell,  when  he  has  not  fpared  even  the  Holy 
Oracles  themfelves.  Obferve  with  ‘what  an  Air  he  mag- 
„  ,.  riih'-s  and  exrolls  the  Power  of  his  fupoofed 

'id  f  3 ‘3  S01  cc x  ei s.  When,  fays  he,  we  fain  a  poor  Crip- 
lnj-  ?‘f  not  orily_  arife  and  walk  but  run  with  a  pro¬ 
digious  fwiftnels ,wkm  we  heard  her  complain  prie- 
'uoujly  and  with  tears,  of  the  excejfive  Torments  (he  was  under 
ttpontoethreatnmgsof  a  wicked  Neighbour,  &c.  we  thought 
■sf  high  time  to  beftir  our  [elves.  I  could  hardly  have 
n-pegnt,  Mad  I  not  feen  it  with  my  Eyes,  that  any  one 
who  pretends  to  Religion,  Ihould  be  able  to  write  at 
l-dcsi  a  rate  as  this.  Had  he  no  more  than  barely  (aid. 
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that  Anne  Thome  was  recovered  perfectly  from  her  Lame- 
nefs  by  the  Witchcraft  of  this  Woman,  this  tho’  falfe 
would  yet  have  been  fomething  pardonable.  But  not 
only  to  aiTert  this  and  more ,  but  alfo  to  aflert  it  in 
Scripture- Terms,  and  thereby  to  draw  his  Lying  Wonders 
into  a  Parallel  with  ,  nay,  to  give  them  the  Preference 
to,  the  Miracles  of  our  Ble fed  Lord  himfelf ;  This  is  fuch 
an  infolent  Piece  of  Vrcfanenefs ,  as  he  deferves  to  be 
chaftifed  for,  rather  with  a  Rod ,  than  with  Reafoning. 

I  cannot  conclude  thefe  Papers,  without  adding  a 
Word  or  two  in  behalf  of  thofe  two  Gentlemen  of  the 
Clergy ,  who  came  in  as  Evidences  againft  this  Jane 
Wenham.  It  has  been  pretended  by  a  fate  Author ,  "who 
wrote  againft  this  Witchcraft ,  as  if  they  were  a  couple 
of  crafty  and  defigning  Men,  who  were  willing  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  World,  and  make  a  fhow  of  Wonders,  to 
fupport  and  magnify  the  Dignity  of  their  Vrofeflon.  I 
am  confident  that  this  Charge  has  done  them  no  difcre- 
dit  amongft  thofe  who  know  them ;  but  I  cannot  fay 
how  ready  feme  may  have  been  from  hence,  to  enter¬ 
tain  an  ill  Opinion  of  them  ;  and  therefore  I  take  this 
Opportunity  of  endeavouring  to  clear  them  from  fo 
foul  an  Afperfion,  and  of  letting  the  World  know  that 
they  are  quite  another  Sort  of  Men.  If  the  Reader 
will  truft  my  Integrity ,  he  cannot  reafonably  queftion 
my  Authority  ;  for  I  am  perfonally  acquainted  with  them 
both,  and  know  them  to  be  Perfons  who  make  a  Con- 
fcience  of  attefting  fuch  Things  as  they  know  to  be  falfe, 
much  more  of  attempting  to  take  away  the  Life  of  any 
whom  they  think  do  not  juftly  deferve  it.  How  far 
indeed  they  themfelves  have  been  impofed  upon,  I  do 
not  fay  •  poffibly  they  may  have  been  fomewhat  too 
forward  in  giving  their  AfTent  to  the  Truth  of  fome 
Stories,  and  too  hafty  in  the  Conclufions  which  they  have 
drawn  from  them.  But  even  in  this  I  think  they  may 
be  excufed  •  for  the  Occurrences  were  fo  feemingly 

ftrange. 
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ftrange,  and  they  fo  nearly  concerned  in  them.,  that  I 
know  not  whether  Wifer  Men  than  they,  had  they  been 
in  their  Places,  would  have  difcharged  themfelves  bet¬ 
ter.  It  is  one  Thing  to  confider  of  thefe  Matters  calmly 
and  at  a  di fiance ,  and  another  to  have  them  before  our 
Eyes ,  and  to  think  of  them  in  the  midft  of  that  hurry 
and  furprize,  which  are  the  neceffary  Attendants  of 
Things  of  that  Nature ;  and  therefore  I  hope  the  World 
will  not  refufe  to  give  them  the  fame  favourable  Al¬ 
lowances  which  are  in  Juftice  due  to  all  Mankind. 

And  now  having  faid  all  that  I  think  to  be  neceffary, 
it  is  time  to  difmifs  my  Reader,  and  to  thank  him  for 
the  Patience  he  has  allowed  me.  It  is  very  likely  that 
Mr.  Bragge  d  unfatiable  Itch  after  Scribling,  joyned  with 

fome  other  Profped,  may  put  him  upon 
*  K66  fp r°i'  giving  a  Reply.  If  thofe  *  important  Sub - 
"  aa*  jeBs  which  he  fays  he  is  now  engaged  in  by 
Duty  and  Inclination ,  fhould  permit  him  to 
divert  his  Pen  once  more  this  way,  he  will  either  give 
a  folid  Anfwer  to  what  I  have  offered,  or  he  will  not. 
If  the  former,  I  fliall  have  nothing  more  to  fay  ;  for 
as  I  profeffed  at  my  Entrance  upon  this  Subjed,  that  I 
was  ready  to  give  up  freely ,  upon  jufi  and  reafonable  Grounds 
Conviction  •  fo  I  declare  my  felf  now  to  be  of  the 
fame  Mind  ;  and  that  I  am  neither  fo  much  at  Leifure, 
nor  fo  great  a  Stranger  to  Modefty  and  Good  Breeding ,  as 
to  hold  up  a  Difpute  merely  for  its  own  fake.  But  if 
the  Latter,  I  fliall  then  have  lefs  Reafon  to  trouble  my 
Head  any  farther  with  him,  fince  thefe  Papers  will 
then  lofe  nothing  of  their  Force,  and  will  therefore  be 
able  at  any  time  to  fpeak  for  themfelves. 
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I.  TV/f  Emoirs  Britijh  and  Foreign ,  of  the  Lives  and 
Families  of  the  moil  Iliuilrious  Perfons 
who  died  in  the  Year  1711  •  more  particularly  the 
Emperor,  the  Dauphin,  the  Prince  of  Friejland ; 
The  Dukes  of  Rutland,  Newcaflle,  Bedford  and  Do¬ 
ver  ;  The  Marefchal  de  Boufflers  ;  the  Marquis  de 
Leganez  ;  the  Earls  ot  Bollinglrook ,  RocheJIer ,  Jerjey 
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II.  The  Hiflory  of  the  Fontificate ,  from  its  fup® 
pofed  Beginning,  to  the  End  of  the  Council  of 
T rent,  A.D.  r  56  3.  In  which  the  Corruptions  of  the 
Scriptures  and  Sacred  Antiquity,  Forgeries  in  the 
Councils,  and  Encroachments  of  the  Court  of  Rome 
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bility,  Supremacy,  and  other  Modern  Doctrines  are 
fet  in  a  True  Light  :  by  Lawrence  Howell ,  A.  M.  8°« 
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III.  The  True  Amazons,  or  the  Monarchy  of 
Bees :  being  a  New  Difcovery  and  Improvement 
of  thofe  Wonderful  Creatures;  wherein  is  Experi¬ 
mentally  demonftrated ,  1.  That  they  are  all  Go¬ 
vern'd  by  a  QU  EEN;  Their  Sex,  Male  and  Fe¬ 
male  ;  the  Manner  of  their  Breeding  ;  their  Wars ; 
their  Enemies ;  with  Directions, plain  and  eafy,  how 
to  manage  them  both  in  Straw-Hives  and  Tranfpa- 
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fuperior  to  the  beft  of  other  Wines :  by  Jofeph  War¬ 
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IV.  Memoirs,  Letters  and  Negotiations  of  the 
Count  D’E (trades ,  AmbafTador  from  the  prefent 
French  King  to  the  States-Ceneral,  from  the  Year 
1663,  to  1669,  confifting  chiefly  of  Original  Let* 
ters,  and  Inftru&ions  from  the  French  King  and  his 
Minifters  to  the  (aid  Count,  with  his  Anfwers  • 
wherein  are  feveral  Secret  Tranfa&ions  between  the’ 
Courts  of  England  and  France ,  during  that  Time. 
Tranflated  by  feveral  Hands,  in  three  Volumes.  8a* 
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Church  at  Weflminfter  ;  containing  all  the  Infcripti- 
ons,  Epitaphs,  (Sc.  upon  the  Tombs  and  Grave- 
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